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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This three-story Italianate-style commercial building stands on the west side of 
the 1100 block of Pacific Avenue, the main business street of Santa Cruz. It has 
commercial space on the ground floor and vacant hotel rooms on the second and 
third floors. The original Hotel Metropole sign, which is approximately twenty- 
five feet wide, is mounted centrally atop the cornice. Running the width of the 
building, the cornice is supported by five symmetrically-placed brackets embellished 
with an acanthus design. There are twenty-four smaller brackets of a similar 
design beneath the cornice, as well as a closely-spaced row of dentil moldings.

Both the second and third stories display four pairs of windows, all framed with 
unadorned, projecting pilasters. On the third floor the outside paired windows 
are mounted by triangular pediments. The two central pairs of windows are topped 
by arched pediments* All four pediments contain large pressed-metal decorations 
in the acanthus design of the cornices. This motif is repeated by a single bracket 
centrally placed beneath each pediment. Similar brackets support the simple architraves 
of the second-story windows.

The second- and third-story facade is unchanged from its initial state, except for 
some signs of wear caused by the weather. The entrance portion of the Pacific 
Avenue facade is approximately sixty feet wide and fifteen feet high, and retains 
its original rusticated corner columns. When in operation, the hotel was entered 
at the south end of the Pacific Avenue side of the building. The hotel doorway 
was flanked by the corner column and an identical column on the other side. The 
ground-level facade is composed of three large display windows divided by two 
narrow columns. There were originally three stores on the street level, each with 
separate entrances. Now consolidated into one commercial space, the building is 
entered through central, recessed glass doors. Above the store windows are three 
panels of small, square panes of amethyst-hued leaded glass. Long, narrow rec­ 
tangular panels, similarly colored, surround the small panes. Between the decora­ 
tive glass above and the windows below are three retractable striped awnings still 
in use. The original low wall beneath the store windows has been covered with 
30s-era tile. With these slight modifications, the street facade remains unchanged.

The building is of wood frame construction with a cement plaster finish on the 
Pacific Avenue facade and brick masonry walls at the rear and along the south side. 
A 1940 addition at the rear of the 1908 building is reinforced concrete with steel 
interior columns and wood floor and roof systems.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Hotel Metropole was constructed in 1908 for Dunean McPherson by contractor 
Charles Kay. McPherson was the editor and publisher of the newspaper, the Santa 
Cruz Sentinel, and owner and developer of several parcels of significant real 
estate on Pacific Avenue. Its site was formerly the location of architect John 
Morrow's house. McPherson purchased the property in 1905 from Henry Rhein, who 
owned the Virginia House hotel next door. The building was sold by McPherson 1 s 
heirs in the 1920s to the Favdrman family, who in turn sold it to Aaron Cohen. 
Cohen's widow, Lena, kept the property until 1965, when it was purchasedby the 
Baldocchis. The following year it was sold to Thea Roberts. Harold and Barbara 
Morris, the present owners, bought the Metropole in 1976.

In addition to the hotel, which offered forty-eight "furnished rooms for transient 
and permanent guests" at fifty cents per day, the building also housed a millinery, 
the offices of C. W. Waldron, a partner of McPherson's, and the C.O.D. Grocery. 
The hotel changed names twice, to the Hotel Al Rose in 1935 and to the Hotel Drake 
in 1946, and was occupied continuously until 1961. The ground floor commercial 
space was consolidated in the thirties for the use of the National Dollar depart­ 
ment store, which operated until 1976. Currently, the building houses Plaza Books / 
Paper Vision.

The Hotel Metropole is a unique Santa Cruz example of turn-of-the-century commercial 
architecture in the late Italianate style in which pressed-metal ornamentation re­ 
placed the more costly and fancy Victorian plaster work it often copied. The four 
pediments atop the third-story windows, and the acanthus design cornices are par­ 
ticularly handsome. The building is an important part of the physical fabric of 
the Pacific Garden Mall and contributes to the historical continuity and sense of 
urbanity along the street. In addition to its inherent architectural value, the 
building also contributes significant scale to this portion of the street, which 
is much broader than the tight portion of Pacific Avenue at its northern end.

The Pacific Garden Mall is designated as an historic area in the Preservation Plan 
of Santa Cruz. By resolution of the City Council on September 24, 1974, the 
Historic Preservation Plan was adopted as an element of the General Plan of the 
City of Santa Cruz.
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