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The Los Coches Adobe is a two story adobe and wood structure with an 
appended redwood barn and pumphouse out building that served from 1848 
to the mid 1880's as a major stage stop and overnight rest for San 
Juan Bautista - Soledad stage line, Bixby Overland Stage Company, and 
others. The adobe has a redwood shingled roof with a two story red 
wood barn or storage facility attached to the Northeastern end. The 
barn is a shiplapped (cove rustic) horizontal siding. Fenstration 
throughout the first floor of the adobe is uniformly two over four 
double hung sash windows with set casement and three over two casement 
type windows on the second floor. A modern kitchen was removed from 
the rear of the building in December, 1977. Some fired brick infill 
appears above windows and doors from an earlier restoration (probably 
by the State of California) on the Southwest end of the building. 
The surface of the adobe has been recoated in a like material to the 
brick with a concrete foundation established for the framed structure. 
A row of nine of the original ten Black Locust trees planted in the 
19th. century for wind protection and shade along the South facade of 
the building still remain in a mature state.

The condition of the adobe prior to December, 1977, was deteriorated. 
Huge cracks due to earth movement and some settling due to water 
seepage were apparent on the walls. A cement cover over the original 
adobe caused some deterioration of the adobe. Many of the pieces of 
wood on the floor and ceiling were no longer useable.

The City of Soledad received a grant from E.D.A. (LPW II) for rehabili 
tation of the structure. This work commenced in December of 1977. 
An archaeological survey was completed as a commencement to the pro 
ject. There have been some alterations of the original structure 
since it was built prior to 1840. To date, we have poured concrete 
foundations and a concrete slab floor as a mitigation measure to 
protect archaeological resources and re-inforce the basic structure. 
All restoration to date has been certified by the S.H.P.O. , State 
of California. The adobe has been treated and restored in the same 
fashion as it was originally built* The floors and ceiling have, 
also been restored with the same kind of wood and types of cuts that 
the building had originally.

Dr. Robert Cartier, project archaeologist describes the site: 
"It would be likely that some of the archaeological resources of 
Los Coches Adobe are of the period Prehistoric Era 111(2,000 B.C. - 
500 A.D.)" The adobe sits atop a rich archaeological deposit o± 
occupation. Roadwork in construction of an overpass on Highway 101 
by the State of California in 1957 within one hundred feet of the 
historic structure has destroyed the integrity of the archaeological 
resource. However, all work conducted at present is in accordance 
with directive from the S.H.P.O., State of California.

A lessee, Homer A. Thomas, received permission to "...remove his
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Archeology

Based on the surface reconnaissance, core-auger samples, and subsur 
face testing (trenching and standard-units), it is evident that there •• 
are significant cultural resources of both a prehistoric and historic 
nature in subsurface deposits under and around the Los Coches Adobe.

Prehistoric data unearthed and analyzed in this excavation were rela 
tively common for prehistoric resources in Central California. The 
pestle recovered was informative in that it spoke of an Indian economy 
based on a diet of acorns and hard seeds. Chronologically, we are 
probably dealing with a prehistoric resource dating between 400 B.P. 
to 500 A,D. The description of the prehistoric resources of CA-Mnt- 
730 is most important in that it is one of the only formally recorded 
site reports for this portion of the Salinas Valley.

Historically, Los Coches' archeology suggests occupation at one-point 
by a large mounted group of military personnel. Probably the California 
Battalion of John Charles Fremont, which would have occured in 1846. 
Shortly after the Battle of Natividad in North Monterey County, Fremont 
moved South along the -Salinas Valley in route to Southern California -= 
to relieve U.S. forces under siege by the Californian forces. Fremont 
is known to have burned the San Lorenzo adobe of Feliciano Soberones 
some twenty miles South of Los Coches.

See The Archeological Resources of the Los Coches Adobe by Robert 
Cartier for a more detailed explanation.

Architecture

It is a two story adobe construction typical of the post Larkin in 
fluence employed as a residence then as a stage stop and wayside inn 
along El Camino Real route from Los Angeles to San Francisco. The 
framed appendage in the form of a large barn may have been moved a- 
cross the Salinas River and attached to the original adobe to offer 
more commercial space to the stage stop. This is a unique example 
of an intact stage stop and hostelry in Monterey County. It is a 
registered California Historical Landmark 454.
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dwelling house and stable he now occupies on the North side of the 
Salinas River on the land adjoining the Los Coches houses." We be 
lieve the current frame structure on the Northeastern end is the 
barn that Thomas moved as well as the pumphouse to the rear and 
South.

We believe that the current structures appear on the property basically 
as they did during it's period of primary significance.
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Transportation

Commencing in 1848, the Los Coches Rancho was converted into a stage 
stop. The group utilizing it was the San Juan Bautista - Soledad 
stage until 1854. From 1854 it was used by the Bixby Overland Stage 
serving passengers from Los Angeles to San Francisco. The adobe was 
located at the crossroads of the old road to Soledad Mission and 
Paraiso Hot Springs in the foothills and El Camino Road. In the 1870' 
and 80 T s, Wells Fargo and the C.L. Stage Company had agents located 
at the adobe. In the 1890's, the adobe was known as the Oak Grove 
Hotel and it appears that it was still used as a stage stop. When 
the State received the site as a donation, it eventually used the 
acreage for a road side rest. Over a hundred trailer sites were pre 
pared for the traveling public. Thus, one can see that from almost 
the very beginning, Los Coches has been important as a traveling rest 
stop for transporation.
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California, being a portion of Lot 1 of the Rancho Los Coches as 
shown on the map thereof filed in Volume 1 of the Outside Lands, at 
Page 56, being also a portion of the lands described under caption 
"Item 3.H" as Los Coches Oak Grove Dairy in that certain deed to 
Margaret A. Jacks dated September 22, 1919 recorded in Book 165 of 
Deeds, at page 410, records of said county, and more particularly 
described as follows:

Commencing at an angle point in the center of Paraiso Road (width 50 
feet), from which a 4" x 4" post marked "DJC3, PR" bears South 36° 
52' East 25.1 feet; thence along the center of said Paraiso Road North 
58° 14 1 East 136.32 feet to the True Point of Beginning of the herein 
described parcel; thence from said point of beginning and continuing 
along the center of said Paraiso Road North 58° 14 ! East 1,202.08 
feet and North 32° 00' East 480.3 feet to the center line of the State 
Highway from which the Southeast corner of the Old Los Angeles Stage 
Station, marked PROSO bears South 83° 39 ! West 65.8 feet; thence along 
the center line of said Highway toward Soledad on a curve to the right 
(the center of which bears North 68° 29 f East 1,100.0 feet) for a 
distance of 187.5 feet; thence North 13° 45 f West, on tangent to last 
curve 274.54 feet; thence West 105.67 feet to a point on the westerly 
right of way line of State Highway 101 as shown on the Division of 
Highways map numbered V-MON-2-D Sheet 16 dated January 21, 1957 (from 
which point a 6" x 6" concrete monument opposite Engineer's Station 
392 + 50 bears South 26° 35' 12" East 192.42 feet); thence South 11° 
08' 26" West, 129.39 feet; thence South 5° 58' 49" West, 353.79 feet; 
thence South 32° 24' 15" West, 205.77 feet, thence South 44° 53' 47" 
West, 269.72 feet; thence South 64° 34' 38" West, 854.21 feet; thence 
South 17° 57' 58" East, 288.42 feet to the point of beginning.

Excepting therefrom that portion thereof lying within the State High 
way as described in those certain deeds to the State of California 
recorded in Book 591 of Official Records at Page 258; and in Book 
1687 of Official Records at Page 213, records of said County.

Parcel 2:

That part of the portion of Rancho Los Coches in the County of Monterey, 
relinquished to the said County by Resolution of the California High 
way Commission, recorded May 12, 1959, in Volume 1956 of Official Re 
cords at page 231, records of said County, described as follows:
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Beginning at the northerly terminus of the course numbered (13) in 
PARCEL ONE of the above said Relinquishment to the County of Monterey, 
which said point bears radially S. 64° 22' 12" W., 83.03 feet from 
Engineers center line Station 389 + 34.21 P.O.C., as said center line 
is delineated on the maps of the Department of Public Works' Survey 
for State highway, road V~Mon-2D, filed in the State Highway Map Book 
at page 559, records of said County; thence from said point of begin 
ning along the courses numbered (13) and (14) in the said Resolution 
(A) S. 2° 00' 00" ¥., 86.64 feet, (B) S. 30° 00' 00" ¥., 356.00 feet; 
thence (C) S. 42° 59' 38" ¥., 43.29 feet; thence (D) from a tangent 
which bears S. 72° 37' 07" W., along a curve to the left with a radius 
of 2025 feet through an angle of 14° 22' 33" for a distance of 508.08 
feet to the southwesterly terminus of the course numbered (11) in the 
above said PARCEL ONE: thence along the courses (11) and (12) re 
spectively in said PARCEL ONE (E) N. 52° 09' 15" E. 672.34 feet, (F) 
N. 32° 00' 34" E., 265.05 feet to the point of beginning.
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As per Aaron Gallup, information on proposed use of property, as 
requested by S.H.P.O. (4/03/78), the City of Soledad intends to 
employ Los Coches Historical Landmark as Historical Interpretive 
Center, Rest Stop and Community park. All restoration work on the 
facility will be done in compliance with accepted professional 
standards as interpreted by the Office of Historic Preservation, 
State of California.
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