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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The John Bray House of Kittery, possibly dating from the late 17th 
century, is: a massive and well-preserved dwelling, to which have been 
added numerous later elements.

The house is of post-and-beam construction, with a large central 
chimney, gable roof, clapboard siding, and field-stone foundation. 
Fenestration Is 9/6 in the first story, with 6/6 in the second. The 
central entrance is flanked by Ionic pilasters and covered by an entab- 
la€ured lintel; this door enframemftnt. with sidelights, derives from the 
19th. century.

A two-story addition on the east end of the building was built in 
1916, and features a first-story sun porch.

West of the building a long studio room (built early in the 20th 
century) connects the house with another building moved to this location 
early in this century. This latter building is of 2% stories with a central 
chimney and a 3-bay facade which faces west. It was originally built 
$n the m,^d-rl9rth century by Thomas 0. Hoyt and for years was used as a 
general stQre before being moved to its present location.
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SPECIFIC DATES 1662? , c.1720

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The most pleasing location in Kittery Point was chosen by John 
of Plymouth, Devon, for the location of his new-world house in 1662. 
Bray House has a commanding view of Portsmouth Harbor.

The

Although there is some reason to believe that elements of this ̂ original 
dwelling exist within the present house, it is not really possible to date 
the structure earlier than about 1710-20, making it still one of the oldest, 
if not the oldest house in Maine. Folklore persists in assigning 17th 
century dates to several jbuildings in the Kittery-York area but no hard 
evidence exists that any major portion of a Maine structure predates 1700.

Judging from portions of the Interior, major renovations were carried 
out in the mid^lSth century since the drawing room and other downstairs 
areas are formal Georgian in decor wj.th deep relief panelling and heavy 
cornices.

As mentioned in the description (#7), additions, including another 
complete house moved from another location, have been added in this century,

Nevertheless, the basic structure of the Bray House, at least as it 
stood c.1720, remains in its magnificent location; certainly among a 
handful of Maine's longest surviving houses.
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STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS: 

NATIONAL__ STATE \j/** LOCAL___

As the dpflrtgnated State Historic Preservation Officer for the-National-Historic Preservation- A<5t of 1966 (Public Law 89-665), I 
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the 
^criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.
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Saco City Hall

Elder Grey Meeting House

( Bray House 

Ferry, Clark, House

Cushman Tavern

Hamlin, Hannibal, House

Hudson, H., Law Office

Saco
York County

North Waterboro vicinity 
York County

Kittery Point 
York County

Machias 
Washington County

Lisbon vicinity 
Androscoggin County

Bangor 
Penobscot County

Guilford 
Piscataquis County
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Honorable Edmund S. Muskie State Historic Preservation Officer 
Honorable David F. Emery Mr. Earle G. Shettleworth, Jr. 
Honorable Olympia J. Snowe Director

Maine Historic Preservation Commission
242 State St.
Augusta, Maine 04333 
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