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Constructed in 1806, the Elder Grey Meeting House in Waterboro 
is a very simple one-story frame building with gable roof, clapboard 
siding, and field-stone foundation.

Fenestration is 12/8 throughout, with four windows on each side 
wall.

The facade, which faces south-east, is five bays wide. Two 
symmetrically spaced entrances consist of single doors, each of 
four panels. Two windows flank these doors, while a third window 
is centrally positioned and located at a greater height than the 
other two. These three facade windows are each equipped with a single 
large wooden batten blind, mounted externally.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

A simple structure eloquently reflecting the plain, straight^ 
forward approach to religion in early Maine, the Elder Grey 
Meeting House was erected in 1806 at the foot of Ossippee Pond 
in North WaterEord. It was established as a union church with 
Baptist affiliations.

One of the earljr pastors was Elder James Grey, born in 
Lyman in 1784, who married Anna Woodard of Waterville. This 
universally loved and admired ppiritual leader served the parish 
until his death in 1856. This affection was reflected in the 
most unusual fact that the meeting house was moved in 1832 
to its present location some four miles away, in order to be 
nearer the house of the aging pastor. Two brothers, Joseph 
and Samuel Bradeen, each gave a portion of their land on opposite 
sides of the road for the church site and the cemetery.

In 1834 Elder Buzzell of Parsonsfield became the active 
minister, and under him a great religious revival took place. 
Elder Grey, perhaps somewhat snappishly, is recorded as saying, 
"I cut and piled and cut and piled, and Brother Buzzell came 
along and touched the match to it."

By the 1880*s the organization as a functioning church 
gradually disappeared and the building began to decay. In the 
f 90's, however, there was renewed interest in the structure as a historic 
as well as spiritual site. A summer pastor, usually a theological 
student, was detained for a number of years, and the meeting 
house was repaired, including restoration of the interior.

Again the building fell into neglect and was by some con­ 
sidered hopeless. But again interest arose, an organization 
to restore and maintain the church formed, and a trust fund 
established. Now the Elder Gtey Meeting House is carefully 
preserved and a yearly anniversary service held therein each summer.

Thus, through the efforts of those interested in preserving 
their heritage, this worthy local landmark has twice been saved 
from decay and ruin.
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This simple single gable unadorned hall is typical of early 
rural meeting houses dating well back into the 18th century almost 
none of which remain. These buildings provide a direct link with 
the prevailing Puritan traditions of eastern New England which 
emphasized simplicity in worship and the material manifestations 
of religion.

The small paned windows, the single board and batten shutters 
and the paired entrances are all typical of these rustic meeting 
houses.


