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The Clark Perry House of Machias, Maine, built in 1868, is an ornate and 
well-preserved example of the Italianate style in a relatively remote region.

The house is of frame construction with truncated gable roofs, brick 
chimneys, clapboard siding, and granite foundation. The house rises 2% stories, 
while the ell and barn are 1% stories high. Fenestration is consistently 2/2.

The facade, which faces south, lies in the gable-end, and is two bays wide. 
An entrance is to the left, covered by a bracketed, denticulated, and balustraded 
portico supported by channelled and pedestalled posts. To the right is a 
three-sided bay window^with equivalent trim. The second story contains windows 
capped by bracketed lintels. In the half-story is a double window over a 
bracketed and balustraded balcony. Above this half-story bay is a bracketed 
hood. The facade cornice, as elsewhere is heavily bracketed and denticulated. 
A oculus is fitted into the truncated roof.

The east side of the house is two bays wide, as is that on the west. The 
latter, however, features a projecting bay to the left which is 2% stories high 
and which echoes In narrower proportions the facade.

The ell following the same style extends from the rear of the house north­ 
ward and is 3 bays long. A secondary entrance is located at the left end of 
the west side. An attached shed and barn also extend to the north from the ell. 
These are lacking in the detail of the house and ell.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Without question the most ambitious and ornate Italianate dwelling in 
Machias and probably Washington County, this house was built in 1868 for Clark 
Ferry, self-made man and leading local entrepreneur.

Clark Ferry was born in Machias in 1817. While a young man he commenced 
business in milling, lumber and trade. He was very successful and gradually 
became one of the largest property owners in town. He had extensive interests 
in lumber and in shipping; one vessel, the Clark Perry, being named for him. 
In May, 1859, Perry, together with John Inglee, formed the firm of Perry and 
Inglee, which operated a general trading store using the slogan "the Peoples' 
Store" until Perry's death in 1888. Perry was extremely interested in horses 
and consistently owned some of the finest trotting horses in the area, frequently 
racing them at County fairs. He was an active member of the Machias Park 
Association, an organization which developed a trotting park beside the Middle 
River in Machias in the late 1870's. Perry served as the tax collector for 
the town of Machias for several years and was also one of the assessors.

Clark Perry was a widely respected citizen and at the time of his death in 
1888 the Machias Republican commented: "Beginning at the foot of the ladder a 
poor boy, working in the saw mills, by honesty, integrity, and a remarkable 
business tact, he climbed step by step until at last having reached three score 
and ten he passed away, leaving an independent fortune, a name that his children 
may well be proud of, and Machias in sorrow over the loss of one of her best 
citizens".

In 1868 Perry commenced a new dwelling on Court Street. The then existing 
building on this lot was a one story residence used by Perry. 
Work on the new house began in May when the existing building was cut in half 
and the parts moved off to form two houses in different parts of town. The 
new residence was construeted?by Haskell Preble, a Machias builder. Whether 
Preble was also the designer is uncertain. Information from Perry's descendants 
indicate that the architect is believed to have been from Massachusetts. 
However, Preble later moved to Massachusetts so this information may not be 
helpful in including or excluding him as the possible architect. By late July 
the basic structure of the house was completed and the Machias Union noted that 
"It is odd looking, being quite different in style from any other house in town, 
and w^J.1 we judge look well when finished". The Machias Republican noted that
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the house ".....begins to show the style of architecture with which it is built, 
which will be very showy and attractive". The house was virtually completed by 
November at which time the Machias Republican called it "the finest house in 
town". Information from the Perry family indicates that $5,500.00 has been 
traditionally cited as being the cost of the house. Much of the lumber came 
from Perry's own business.

owned by Clark Perry f s grandaughter, this highly detailed and striking 
is a Machias landmark.


