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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL ({F KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Captain S. C. Blanchard House of Yarmouth, designed by the Portland
architect Charles A. Alexander and built in 1855, is a richly detailed and
well-preseryed example of Italianate style domestic architecture. The house
is of frame construction, with hipped roof, polygonal cupola, three brick
chimneys, clapboard siding, and granite foundation.

The facade faces south, and is two bays wide. The first-story entrance
is contained in a rectangular projection, and is covered by a one-story porch.
This porch is supported by slender posts with brackets and has a denticulated
cornice. Second floor fenestration here, as on other sides is 6/6, flanked
by external douvered shutters and surmounted by arched panels.

The west side of the house, which faces the street, is also two bays
wide. Here the first floor features two bay windows. These bays are 5-sided,
and are capped by bracketed cornices. The north wall has a small rectangular
projection at the first-story level.

A rectangular 2-story ell extends eastward from the east wall, with an
additional extension beyond which links the house with a carriage-house.

House, ell, and carriage-house all feature bracketed cornices and
channelled pilasters. The Blanchard House is an intact and exceptional
example of the Italianate style in all of its components.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Blanchard House, one of the most elaborate and finely detailed
Italianate homses on the Maine coast, bespeaks both the position and success
of its first owner and the skill of its designer, Charles A. Alexander.

Born in Yarmouth in 1782, Capt. Sylvanus Blanchard followed the sea for
many years, and was one of the most successful seacaptains in a state famous
for producing men of this profession. In later years, desiring to foljow
other pursuits, he turned his attention to shipbuilding in Yarmouth and the
firm of Blanchard Brothers continued until 1893. Among noted vessels con-
structed under his supervision were: "Admiral," "Commodore," "S. C. Blanchard,"
"Pacific," "Star," and "Detroit." He became one of the most respected and
influential citizens in Yarmouth. He Tived to enjoy his fine house only four
years, death occurring in 1859.

Charles A. Alexander, variously of Portland, Maine, New York, and Chicago,
was an architect of undoubted talent whose output was pro¥ific. Among his
more noted commissions were the Falmouth Hotel and the Preble House in
Portland, and the DeWitt Hotel in Lewiston, all large and impressive hostelries;
the J. B. Brown House and the Goddard Mansion, also in the Portland vicinity,
and the Chestnut Street Methodist Church(N. R. 10/20/77).
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