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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Hirshey Mine is located just below the 3,000 foot elevation on the
east wall of Palmer Creek valley, twelve miles from Hope on the
Palmer Creek road. Sitting in the Kenai Mountains well above the
good timber at 2,000 feet, the remnants of the mine are within the
boundaries of the Chugach National Forest.

A mineralized acidic dike striking north and south with vertical
dips and about one to six and one-half feet in width provides the
resource that originally led to establishment of Hirshey Mine.
Although no pictures of the mine during the period 1911-1942 have
been located, written records indicate that the mine consisted of
three tunnels at vertical intervals of one-hundred feet and that
a stream-powered mill and compressor were used during the warm
season from June to October.

At present Two buildings of the old camp and mill foundations are

visible on the site. Beyond, the mine entrance can still be seen.
Other evidences of mining, e.g., discarded machinery, tailings and
other surviving evidence may be observed.

Aliquot parts description: T.8N.; R.1W.; S.7; SW1l/4; S.M.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The significance of Hirshey Mine lies in its interpretive role in
the presentation of the Hope-Moose Pass Mining District history.
Mining in the area began in the late 1800's when gold was
discovered near Hope by a man named King. In 1888, Charles Miller
filed the first minerals claim in the region and by 1898 some gold-
bearing lodes along Palmer Creek near the Hirshey Mine were being
developed.

That year, 1898, quartz veins along Palmer Creek were claimed by
Messrs. Loger and Kuner, and a stamp mill was in operation on the
creek by 1911. John Hirshey was prospecting near Palmer Creek

about that time, and working to the east of the creek he located
what he called the "Lucky Strike" vein. The next year, 1912, Hirshey
began working the mine, finding that the ore assayed several hundred
dollars to the ton.

In 1922, the Hirshey Mine was purchased by the Alaska Minerals
Company of Anchorage, but reverted to Hirshey in 1928. Three years
later, the Hirshey Mine was the only producer in the district.

At the end of the decade, the mine was still in operation, but in
1942 all gold mines were closed by government order and the tunnels
have been abandoned since that time. Hishey Mine and other similar
gold lode mines in the Hope-Moose Pass Mining District merely
supplemented the placer mines that accounted for most production

_both there and throughout Alaska. Altiough Hersey's forte was quartz mining
" he continued to experiment and as late as the 1920's developed a hydraulic placer.

Some of his mine surface structures and the mill buildings at the Lucky Stike Vein
were destroyed by an avalance in the winter of 1925-6. Two of the old buildings
and the mill foundation with a crusher still bearing his name are in evidence from
the 1931 peak when the mill had five stamps with jaw crusher and cyanamide system
had been built.

Worked continuously from John Hirshey's discovery of the "Lucky
Strike" wvein in 1911 -and almost into the first half of the century,
Hirshey Mine represents a type of mining production, i.e., lode
mining as opposed to placer mining, significant in the history of
the Kenail Peninsula, and particularly in the recent past of the
Hope area.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

The mine portal, two buildings, Mill foundation and remains of
machinery located in T8N, R1W, S.7, S.W.% . Seward Meridian , Alaska,
just to the East of present roadway.
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Although George C. King reportedly found gold there earlier, the .official
discoverer--with the first claim located on Resurrection Creek, ih May

of 1893--was Charles Miller. This was followed, that summer, by dnly

9 others. The following yvear additional miners came in--principally from
the vicinity of Cook Inlet and the Kenai Peninsula--and more claims were
staked on Resurrection Creek, Bear and Palmer Creeks. By spring of 1895
there was an actual "rush" to the Turnagain Arm Mining District, as it
was first called. In the rush was John Hirshey, in the smaller--but
apparently richer district--now named Hope-Sunrise. Both Hope City and
nearby Sunrise City were established that year. By 1896 word of the
strike had reached Seattle and other West Coast Cities. As ice cleared
from the Cook Inlet, the rush of the previous year was dwarfed by this
second wave. This brough such diverse personalities as "Soapy" Smith,

who was killed during the Klondike Rush as the rergade leader of crime

in Skagway; and Austin "Cap" Lathrop, who became a prominent Alaskan
industrial leader and is considered to be the protagonist of Ethel Ferber':
novel, Ice Palace.

Unlike most miners, John Hirshey was not an itinerant, forever seeking a
new bonanza. He arrived with one of the first group of prospectors, in
1895; staked one of the first claims on Resurrection Creek; and was among
the founders of Hope City. He married his wife Therese in 1905 in
Seward, and continued to mine there; on a small but productive scale
throughout the remainder of his life. Except for Percy Hope, who went
on to the Klondike and never returned, all of Hirshey's original party
also were prominent in the life and development of Hope. George Roll was
the leading storekeeper, postmaster from 1908 to 1915, and he introduced
- the first apple and plum orchard to the community. James Bazard ran one
of the first saloons and his two sons were in the first school at Hope.
Elmer Carson worked for many years as a miner, his wife had one of the
finests gardens and he later served as Hope postmaster from 1923-39.

When the much richer and widely publicized Klondike Strike drew heavily
from Hope-Sunrise, John Hirshey was among the few who elected to stay.

He mined, with varying degrees of success, at Bear and Coeur d' Alene
creeks, as well as further probing on Resurrection. It was not until
1910--that he began prospecting on the theory of quartz (the "Mother
Lode" veins) from which he rightfully suspected that the dust and nuggets
had settled in the valley stream-beds--offered the greatest potential.
Accordingly, in 1911 he put hishopes on the outcropping at almost the
highest elevation of the surrounding mountains, which he patented ag
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the "Lucky Strike". From then on until all mines closed with World War
IT--and most of them in this district never reopened--his mining was
devoted principally to this mine. Because of his long association

and persistent faith, it became known, popularly, as The Hirshey Mine;
and continues to be shows on U.S.G.S. maps as such.
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