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This nomination concerns only one portion of the larger Carson Brewing Company
complex: the two-story structure erected in 1864, The remaining portions of
the almost city block-size complex are older in origin but have seen their
architectural intergrity very badly compromised via extensive remodeling and,
in some instances demolition. Furthermore, the 1864 portion has come to be
known as the "Carson Brewery'" by the local citizens because the building
stands as the most visible (and least altered) remnant of the old brewery.

The 1864 building originally served as a sStorage facility and bar on the first
floor and as a Masonic Hall and ice plant on the second fleor. ..The masons
utilized the second floor meeting room for a total of 54 years (1865-1919). ..
The Brewery guit the place in 1948, having begun in 1860. :Later, the-Carson
City Nevada Appeal newspaper used the main building and-portions oef the complex
from 1951 until 1975.

The structure included in this nomination occupies the southwest corner of
King and Division Streets. Rectangular in plan, the building axis is aligned
north-south with the building facing north (King Street). A vacant lot bounds
the structure on the west; a one~storey structure backs up to the rear (south)
of the larger building. A brief architectural description is as follows:

FOUNDATION : coursed sandstone forming a wall plinth.
WALLS : soft brick laid in common bond; painted.

FENESTRATION: flush with plane of wall/all openings have low arches
at heads created by brick voussoirs.

WINDOWS : none existing on west wall although evidence exists
of one window being bricked in at unknown date’at
south wall, window 1s half concealed by enclosed
exterior stair; ground floor window also enclosed/
all other windows have brick slip sill which projects
slightly/original windows were originally of the
French type with three lights per sash.

DOORS : recessed into wall to show brick reveal/two French doors
with total of 12 lights remain on north entries/east
facade doors are paneled with side lights and a fixed
transom; however, these doors are likely altered/two
other doors on the north facade have been closed in but,
remaining recess clearly shows their location/all doors
and windows show original iron hinge rings but the fire
doors are long missing.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Cayson Brewing ‘Company's 1864, ‘two' storey bulldlng is nomlnatea" for 1ts )
local-significance in three aréas' ’ local .zndustry SOClal slgnlflcance and_,“
architecture, - 'The brewery .began ~operat.zon about l§62 (F_zrst Directory of
Nevada Territory)  and ‘b&Came an lnportant economic part of the cap.ztol
community until the brewery ceased operation in 1948,

The 1864 portion served the community in a social sense as being a saloon
on the first floor and a meeting place for the Carson Lodge of the Masonic
Order; the latter occupying the premises for 54 years,

Architecturally, the structure is ohe of the city's oldest and largest
brick buildings remalning from Nevada's territorial days.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

The brewery complex herein referred to is bounded on the .noerth by Xing. Street,
on the east by South Division Street, on the south by Second Street and on the
west by Minnesota.Street; all within the city limits of Carson City, .Nevada... --
The 1864 building specifically nominated occupies the northeast corner of

the tetal complex.lor ONE Of Block G, SEarS SusnivisioN.
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ROOF: low pitch hipped roof which is partially concealed by a low
parapet with concealed gutter/brick entablature below parapet
steps out from plane of wall and is 'supported' by string of
brick modillions.

INTERIOR DESCRIPTION: First Floor

The northeast corner room originally served as a bar/saloon with rest of
floor given over to storage and support facility for brewery activity.
Interior of first floor has been altered via 1inoleum flooring, wall furring
and paneling, acoustical ceiling tile, etc. Original wall was wainscot and
plaster with some evidence suggesting wallpaper applied over original
plaster,

In 1900 a 14 inch steel beam and columns added to loading room on north-
west corner room in order to support 5000 gallon beer cooling tank on

second floor.

INTERIOR DESCRIPTION: Second Floor

The second floor is reached via the enclosed rear stairs', no interior
stairway exists, The second floor is made of essentially two rooms, plus
an open 1ift which was installed during the Appeal's occupation. One room,
the larger, served as the Masonic Hall.

The Hall's original ceiling ornamentation and coloring are still intact, as

is the dais which served the Lodge Master. Along each wall is also a raised
platform for the membership. Some damage has occurred to the wainscot which
displays false wood graining. '

The second room parallel to the Masonic Hall, served as a cooling room for
beer, The entire room surface is heavily sheathed in rigid insulating
material, There exists only one door and one small window to this room.
This use represents an adaption to a already existing space; probably begun
about 1900 when the extra structural reinforcement was added to the floor.

CURRENT CONDITION:

Exterior: the building has lost its fire shutters and French windows but
still stands with facade basically intact. The brickwork has been painted a
battleship grey. Early photographs show the building having been painted

a few years after its construction. Because of the soft texture of the
locally produced brick, painting was sought as a remedy to seal the porous
brick.
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Highly inappropriate shutters and cast iron work ornament the facade at
present, Current plans call for the removal of these items; however,
their replacement, if any, has not yet been decided

Interior Condition: the interior of the 1864 building has, with the
exception of the Masonic Hall, undergone change which has altered the
Interior surfaces but not the spatial arrangements.

PRESENT USE/OWNERSHIP

The brewery complex is owned by the City of Carson City and is in turn
leased to the Carson City Arts Alliance, a civic group interested in
using the complex for art education purposes and theater productions.
The Alliance plans to adapt the complex to a community arts center.
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"Carson City Brewing Company"
Carson City, Nevada

"see attached"
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