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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Lincoln Building is located at the northeast corner of the intersection
of Third Avenue and First Street North in Virginia, Minnesota. Constructed in
1922, the building is designed in the Jacobean style popular in the design of ed-
ucational facilities during the first two decades of the twentieth century.
Typical features of this design include a body of red brick, decorative trim in
grey stone or concrete, low relief sculptural panels and cartouches, formal/
monumental entries accentuated by low "Tudor'" arches, windows arranged in hori-
zontal groupings, and flat or low hipped roofs hidden from view by parapets. The
b uilding usually rests upon a distinctive foundation of finished stone or concrete.
Symmetry in the arrangement of elements on principal facades is usually a rule. 1In
the exgcution of the Lingoln School. all .of.the:above.design criteria have been

employed.

The building itself is three stories in height with the principal (longitudinal)
facade -fronting on Third Avenue. Secondary entries are centrally located on the
First Street North and alley facades, A formal front yard is provided with dual
concrete sidewalks leading in semi-circular arcs from the corners of the lot to the
main entry. The overall dimensions of the bu11d1ng plan are approximately 110 feet
in 1ength and sixty feet in width,

The interior of the building is arranged to accommodate fifteen large classrooms,
a gymnasium, and support facilities, Floors are finished in terrazzo; walls and
ceilings are finished in plaster. All interior trim, doors, and woodwork are of
dark oak., Windows are multiple pane and double hung.

Although the building no longer serves as an educational facility, it is
in an excellent state of repair and retains architectural design integrity. It
is the intention of the present owner to develop an adaptive use program for the
building which will insure its preservation,
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Constructed in 1922 according to designs by Duluth archltects and engineers,
Kelley and Shefcliin, ‘the*Lincoln"Building“(fdrmerly theé Lincoln School” Building)
exemplifies the Jacobean mode of the Medieval Revival style, a style which found
far-reaching favor in the architectural design of educational buildings in the

United States during the first two decades of the twentieth century.

Of the six

older school buildings in the community of Virginia, Minmesota, Lincoln is ‘the
only one of this type to survive with total integrity, having escaped remodelling
from the time of construction to:the present, .
a building of both architectural and historical significance to the community.
Although it no longer serves as an educational facilityy efforts are being made
by the present owner to develop an adaptive use for the building which at the
same time insures the preservation of its architectural and historical character.

It is, therefore, considered to be
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