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The Limnological Research Station of the University of Minnesota, Duluth is comprised of four buildings located on the north shore of Lake Superior. It is immediately
accessible via London Road (Highway 61). The four buildings are: 1) the main research
loboratory, 2) carriage barn, 3) well house, and 4) cottage.
The main laboratory building is a two storey frame structure executed in successful
marriage of the stick and the shingle styles, both popular styles in Minnesota dxtring
the 1880s. The building is constructed on a foundation of black Lake Superior stone
on an "I" shaped plan. The first storey is sheathed in a beveled tongue and groove
siding. The siding is divided into panels by one-inch stock stickwork. The front
entrance vestibule is highlighted by rectangular panels, the lower series of which
are further divided by diagonal stock. Scalloped shingles are found in the panels
under groupings of double hung windows. The windows have a double paneled lower sash
and a multipaneled top sash. The second storey is totally sheathed in shingles laid
in a rectangular sawtooth pattern. The windows are similar to those on the first
storey with the exceptions of a palladian window in the front central bay and of the
fan-lights in the gabies. Eaves and gables are adorned with stickwork brackets and
sunburst and pierced ornamentation. At present, the facade is highlighted by a
polychromatic paint treatment (ivory and green) and is well preserved.
The carriage barn is a two storey frame building located to the immediate rear
of the main laboratory. The carriage barn is linked to the main laboratory by a
"catwalk" which extends from the grade of the laboratory to the 1 second storey of the
barn. The barn is square in plan with a hip and gable roof combination. Simple
stickwork brackets adorn the eavelines. The original doors and fenestration have
been retained.
The well house is a small octagonal structure one storey in height. It is sheathed
in clapboard. Each face of the octagon is divided horizontally into three sections:
wainscot, clapboard, and plain frieze. The only decorative ornament on the building is
a spear-like finial at the apex of the roof.
The cottage is removed from the laboratory, barn, and well house by a approximately
100 yards. The bungaloid cottage is of a more recent vintage than the other three
structures. It is a one and one-half storey clapboard-sheathed building, square in
plan, and covered with a gable and jerkin roof. A one storey porch wing at the front
of the building shields the primary entrance. Little ornamentation has tyeen applied
to the building with the exception of a square doric pier at the front e$.try porch
and simple triangular brackets under the eaves at the corners of the building. The
cottage continues to be used as a residence, and is in an excellent statfe of repair.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Limnological Research Station at the University of Minnesota, at Duluth is
significant for two reasons: (1) architecturally it; is an excllent example of the
shingle and st;ick styles popular in Minnesota during the 1880s and (2) it was designed
for Lake Superior fish propogation and is still being used for studies related to the
Lake. Currently the research station is used as a teaching facility for limnological
studies by the University of Minnesota, Duluth branch. It was built during the 1880s
and has had diversified uses since its construction. The original purpose of the
complex was as a federal fish hatchery. The university took over the complex as storage
space for plant
service.
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In 1955-56 the complex was rehabilitated for its present purposes with public funding. It lias been used as a research and training facility for Public Health Ph.D
candidates. During the summer it has provided study space, intensive training and
research techniques* The summer sessions were discontinued in 1976, but the facility
remains an operational laboratory and is still used as limnological teaching facility during the fall quarter of the school year.

Odlaug, Dr. Theron. Head, Biology Department, University of Minnesota, Duluth
Personal Communication, 21 September 1977.
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