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This house was built on a portion of the property deeded to Ogden's first Mayor, Lorin 
Farr, by Ulysses S. Grant. The house is a Queen Anne Brick Cottage built in 1887. The 
architect was William Wilson Fife, a brother-in-law of the original owner, Valasco Farr. 
W. W. Fife was a well known architect in Weber County being responsible for many build 
ings in that area. His accoirplishments include, City Hall, Ogden; Ogden High School, 
North Ogden; the Fifth Ward Institute and Theatre; the John Cortez Block, Ogden; Lin 
coln Hotel, Ogden; residences of Lorin Farr and Joseph Stanford, Ogden, and many other 
stores, office buildings, banks, churches and residences to which reference can be made.

W. W. Fife served his apprenticeship'under his father, William Nicple Fife, Weber County's 
first professional architect. He soon became a partner and when he was fifteen, he was 
made a clerk. Two years later, he took over the drafting department and shortly after 
ward his father retired, leaving his business entirely to his son. W. W. Fife played a 
large part in the architecture which can still tje^seen in Ogden today.

The house is a one story cottage, which was once the heart of a three acre farm, produ 
cing fruit and vegetables. Gene Taylor, who is restoring the 90 year old house, says 
the structure is sound and the house does not need alot of remodeling. Mr. Taylor has 
only remodeled the interior as far as improving the heating and plumbing systems, restor 
ing the wood to its original finish, adding authentic patterned wall paper and new floor 
coverings. On the exterior, he has repaired three porches and installed new windows 
and new white shutters. Mr. West says his goal is to restore the house as closely as 
possible to its original condition. He has also stripped the outside of fake veneer to 
reveal lovely old red brick in need of only cleaning and repairing in a few places. The 
windows have retained their original colored glass insets 'and the "house has its original 
turned posts and cornice trim.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This house is significant histprically as well as architecturally. It's historical im 
portance lies in the fact that it's original owner, Valasco Farr was the son of Lorin 
Farr, Ogden's fir.st Mayor. The Farr family was well known in Ogden's political, busi 
ness, and religious circles. In 1850, Lorin Farr was sent by iBrigham Young to Ogden 
to preside over the Saints in the Ogden area. He was also well, known in the railroad 
industry, having supervised the building o£ many of northern Utah's railroads.

Architecturally, the house is significant because it was designed by William Wilson Fife, 
son of pioneer architect, William Nicol Fife. W. N. Fife was Weber County's first pro 
fessional architect, and his son, W, W. Fife was Utah's first native born architect. W. 
W. Fife designed many, buildings of Jutportance in and around Ogden. Ogden City Hall and 
the Scowcroft Block are among his many accomplishments.

Valasco Farr's wife, Diana D. Fife was W. W. Fife's sister. The family ties which 
bring these two men. together are best illustrated in the Valasco Farr House, a house

. r , r ,;,,>.,.

Valasco Farr the original owner of the house was the son of Lorin Farr, an early Utah 
pioneer. Lorin Farr was born on July 27, 1820 in Waterford, Vermont. He accepted the 
faith of the Latter-Day Saints and helped establish their community at Nauvoo, Illinois. 
In Nauvoo, he became close to Brigham Young, and in January 1845, Young married Farr 
and his first wife, Nancy B. Chase. Lorin Farr was among the first group of pioneers 
to enter the Salt Lake Valley in September 1847. He lived in Salt Lake until 1850, when 
Brigham Young called Farr to establish a community at Ogden. In Ogden, Lorin Farr be 
came the first President of the Weber Stake of Zion and served in this position for 22 
years. Aside from his mission to Europe from 1870 to 1871, Farr spent the remainder of 
his life in Ogden.

In 1851, he married Sarah Giles in Ogden. Farr married three more times; in 1852, Olive 
Ann Jones (Valasco Farr's mother); in 1854, Mary Bingham Snow? and in 1857, Nicholine 
Erickson. Lorin Farr and his five wives had a total of 36 children.

Aside from his many church related activities, Lorin Farr was well known in the politi 
cal and business worlds. He was the representative from Weber County to the Territorial 
Legislature for 28 years, from when it was first organized. He was the first mayor of 
Ogden, being elected for ten consecutive terms (20 years) and six years later he was
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re-elected for another term. He was also involved in the expanding railroad system 
in Utah. He superintended the building of 200 miles of the Central Pacific Railroad 
and also helped in the building of the Utah Northern Railroad to Brigham City.

He lived with his third wife, Olive Ann Jones on a farm outside Ogden. There the 
family raised corn, wheat, beans, potatoes and other vegetables. Olive Ann Jones, 
Valasco's mother, was born in June 1829 in Wallingford, Connecticut. She moved with 
her family to Utah in 1850. She lived in Bountiful, Utah until she married Lorin 
Farr in February 1852. Olive Ann was known as a good student and was often called 
a "walking spelling book", since her family claimed she could spell any word. She 
was also known as an excellent seamstress and cook. She often helped her husband's 
other wives with their households and children. She died in Ogden on September 19, 
1914. Lorin Farr died on January 13, 1909 in Ogden.

Valasco Farr was the second child of Lorin Farr's third polygamous marriage to Olive 
Ann Jones. He was born in Ogden on August 29, 1855. He had many happy memories of 
his childhood, growing up on his father's farm and helping at the family molasses 
factory. At various times in his life he was engaged in farming, fruit growing and 
the ice business. On February 24, 1881 he married Diana Davis Fife in Salt Lake 
City.

Diana Davis Fife was born October 7, 1859 in Ogden, Utah. She was the daughter of 
Dana Davis Fife and William Nicole Fife, an early Utah pioneer. William Nicole Fife 
was a noted architect, responsible for many buildings in Salt Lake City and Ogden. 
William N. Fife was also the first professional architect in Weber County. His el 
dest son, (Diana's brother), William Wilson Fife (1857-1897) was perhaps Utah's first 
native born architect of significance. He designed Ogden's City Hall, the ̂ cow- 
croft Block, the Utah Loan and Trust Company Building in Ogden, to mention just a 
few. William Wilson Fife, designed the home of his sister and brother-in-law, the 
Valasco Farr home in 1887.

Diana Davis Fife Farr and Valasco Farr had seven children. Diana Farr was active 
in the L.D.S. Church affairs. She died at the age of 44 of stomach cancer at her 
home in Ogden on May 18, 1904. Valasco Farr was a member of the High Priests Quorum 
of the L.D.S. Stake. He died at the age of 82, on December 12, 1937 in Ogden.

Valasco Farr continued to live in the house after his wife's death. When he died in
1937, the house passed into the hands of his son, Mslvin Farr. Today, the house is 
owned by Mrs. William E. McHenry. Mrs. McHenry's brother, Gene Taylor West, has
done much restoration work on the house and has researched the history of the house.
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