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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Redfield Light Plant and Fire Station is a one story brick faced struc-
ture with two additions. The first of these occured in the early 1920's;

it is a one story structure with structural clay tile brick facing, a shed

roof, and Tintel and lugsill surrounds. At the same time a small enclosed

entry was built on the west side. The other addition has a flat roof, con-
crete block walls and one large garage door. The city had this constructed
in 1960.

The original structure is rectangular in plan with a bellcast hip roof and
larger masonry units are used for the foundation. The brick walls display
a running bond with a brick dentil course.

There are several entrances: four for vehicles; two on the front, one on the
back and one on the east side, and two other entries, one on the north(front)
facade and one on the west facade. The main door is four paneled with a
large transom.

Compound segmental arches surround rectangular shaped double hung windows
with six over six sash windows. A1l but the front one have large top lights
above. Lugsills are also present.

On the back of this lot is a 5 story fire tower that is utilized for train-
ing purposes. The four top levels have a pair of windows, and clapboard
facing appears on the front while the rest is open. A multi-paneled door
appears on the first story and that section is enclosed. The structure

is ten feet square with a false building front and is structurally supported
by an iron tubular frame with diagonal cable bracing.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Redfield Light Plant and Fire Station building, built in the early 1900's,
is significant for having housed two operations that are essential to community
planning: the city owned electrical company and the volunteer fire department.
Its second importance is that the old fire station provides a different and in-
teresting type of vernacular architecture for the state. A third significant
aspect is engineering as applied to the construction of a five story training
tower.

From around 1900 to 1917 the building served as the light company; this included
turning off the electricity everynight at eleven. 1In 1920 additions were made on
the building and then the fire station took over the building. By 1921 the build-
ing housed the city's first two motor driven fire vehicles; a hook, a ladder,

and a pump. Redfield utilized these vehicles until 1959.

Over the years the fire whistle has sounded many times bringing the volunteers

to the station and then racing to the fire. For a long time an artesian well

was the water source and this provided so much force the hoses were often diffi-
cult to control. At present the station is or has been abandoned but many people
are interested in preserving the old building and its fire tower. For both of
these are unusual for the state.
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