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Thorne Estate: The* Mansion 

Exterior

Aldrich and Delano designs for W.V.S. Thorne's 
residence produced a 'twelve-bay, 2 l/[2 story facade of 
severe regularity and balanced fenestration, executed in red 
brick with white trim. Six chimney stacks surmount the 
hipped, red tile roof. Full-length first floor windows are 
composed of nine over nine panes; the second floor windows 
are six over six.

The main entrance is Roman arched, set with iron 
grillwork and finished with a pediment; a larger pediment 
tops the second floor. The cornices are dentiled and the 
basement windows are lunette.

The entrance is through a brick-walled rectangular 
forecourt, the axis of which is set at a right angle to the 
long axis of the house, producing a T-shape plan. Each wall 
of the forecourt is punctuated with six alcoves designed to 
shelter plantings. The entrance is through a screen-like 
iron gate.

Interior

The central wing of the house is a rectangle, flanked 
by two smaller rectangular wings deeply recessed from the 
rear facade and projecting slightly beyond the front facade. 
The main hall is cruciform shaped.

The living room, dining room and library are off the 
main hall. The front of the houses contains two smaller 
rooms. The service wing includes kitchen and pantry, 
service stairs and lift, storeroom, servant's hall and 
servant's porch. Bedroom suites make up the second floor 
and servant's quarters originally occupied the attic.

All the principal first floor rooms have french doors 
and fireplaces. Library and den are wood paneled. The 
walls in all other rooms are plastered, and a plaster frieze 
in the main hall depicts signs of the zodiac.
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DESCRIPTION

The pantry contains its original sinks, warming ovens 
and double height cabinets. The floor of the main hall is 
marble; all other floors are wood.

The Thorne Mansion has had very few changes. The only 
alteration of any significance is the removal of a small 
porch at the rear, in order to add an auditorium wing. This 
wing repeats the red brick of the house.

Thorne Estate: Carriage House

The Carriage House repeats many of the same features of 
the Mansion - red brick walls, hipped red tile roof and 
white trim. The building is composed of two 1 1/2 story 
wings which meet at right angles to form an L shape. The 
vehicle room is contained in the juncture of the wings and 
rises full height to the roof with exposed interior brick 
walls.

The exterior has been subjected to few changes. The 
interior has been converted to a private residence. The 
central vehicle space remains unchanged in appearance and 
function. The weathervane above the cupola represents a 
steam engine, an allusion to Thorne's railway associations.

EDDY ESTATE, "VALLEY VIEW" : THE MANSION 

Exterior

Valley View is roughly crescent-shaped, its 2 1/2 
stories composed of Vermont granite and natural shingle. The 
roof is a series of huge gambrels studded with gabled 
dormers. Several enclosed porches, an open verandah and a 
porte cochere, together with a large 2-story curved bay or 
oriel and a 3-story tower contribute to the complexity of 
the facade. Three massive granite chimneys provide vertical 
relief to the primarily horizontal elevation.
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DESCRIPTION

In contrast to the nearly overwhelming mass of granite 
and stone are a quantity of neo-classic details executed in 
wood. These include a profusion of Doric and Ionic columns, 
two Palladian windows, a large lunette window and a garlanded 
frieze. The porch windows and several of the smaller 
windows have latticed panes, and stained glass is used in 
the top sash of several windows.

Interior

The center of the main floor is known as the great 
hall. This room is entirely panelled in rosewood and 
mahogany. Hinges and door knobs in the great hall are 
silver.

Opening directly from the great hall are one of three 
porches, a reception hall, a drawing room or library, and 
the wood panelled dining room - an arrangement which 
provides maximum natural light and cross ventilation. 
Occuping the remainder of the floor are a butler's pantry 
with dumbwaiter to bring food from the basement kitchen, a 
large room behind the dining room used originally for 
billiards, and a circular music room which occupies the 
curved bay seen on the exterior. This latter room is 
decorated with Ionic columns, and a stained glass dome set 
in a plasterwork rotunda.

The second floor contains bedrooms with private baths 
and a spacious porch. Each of the bedrooms has double 
doors: a panelled door for privacy and a louvered door for 
ventilation. The attic floor holds additional bedrooms 
intended originally for servants.

Several original features merit special mention. A 
pneumatic pipe communication system, similar to the type 
used aboard ships, remains in working order, as does the 
previously mentioned dumbwaiter. A large wooden tank on the 
top floor pipes water throughout the house to be used in 
case of fire. In the basement the exposed masonry allows 
construction methods to be studied.

GPO 892 455



Form No. 10-300a 
(Rev. 10-74)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM

Thorae-Eddy Estates
Morris Township
Morris County New Jersey 03U

CONTINUATION SHEET ITEM NUMBER 7 PAGE #4 

DESCRIPTION

EDDY ESTATE, "VALLEY VIEW" : THE CARRIAGE HOUSE

The same gambrel roofline used to such impressive 
effect on the mansion is repeated here, together with the 
same granite and cedar shakes. The front or east portion of 
this 1 1/2 story rectangular building was finished in 1896 
to contain carriage room and stalls below, living quarters 
and hayloft above. An addition was made to the west side in 
1911 in order to accommodate automobiles.

Downstairs the foaling stall and tack room remain. The 
divisions of the other stalls can be seen; and the small 
high windows, designed to prevent the horses from exposure 
to drafts, are unaltered. The large central spece, used 
first for carriages and later for automobiles, has been left 
undivided.

Upstairs a number of changes have been made to accommodate 
modern residential use. Aside from a shed dormer and 
unobtrusive deck, most of these alterations do not obtrude 
on the exterior.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Eddy and Thorne estates are presented as a composite 
site not merely because their properties are contiguous, but 
because viewed together they illustrate with unusual clarity 
some social and architectural aspects of Morris County's 
version of the Gilded Age, the Opulent Era.

Background

From about 1880 until 1915 or '20, Morristown and 
environs earned a reputation as a summering place for the 
wealthy. Pure water, bracing "mountain" air and convenient 
rail connections were some of the reasons for its popularity. 
While it was never as popular as Newport, this was one of 
its appealing qualities, for in Morristown high society 
could escape the public eye. In 1902, the New York Herald 
observed, "Morristown, New Jersey is the Millionaire City of 
the nation. It contains the richest and least known colony 
of wealthy people in the world." In a 3 to 5 mile radius of 
Morristown's Green, lived some,,of the wealthiest people of 
the times. ................ .

Normandy Heights Road was the immediate area's most 
secluded residential district and soon became something of 
an exclusive enclave. At the top of the heights stood a 
Frelinghuysen mansion, and at the bottom, sprawling along 
Columbia Turnpike, was Cedar Court, the extravagant estate 
of financier Otto Kahn, known for his support of the Metropolitan 
Opera. The houses in the heights were not the largest or 
most expensive but they became known as showplaces and 
developed an unmistakable collective identity. To live on 
"The Heights" was something special.
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The Thorne and Eddy Estates

Morris County's Opulent Era could easily illustrate F. 
Scott Fitzgerald's dictum that "the rich are very different 
from you and me." While this is a true statement it should 
also add, "the rich are very different from each other." 
This is especially evident in examing the estates and lives 
of the Thorne and Eddy families. The Eddy's were a self- 
made family while the Thorne's were a socially prominent 
family with an early Dutch settlement background.

Jesse Leeds Eddy whose summer "cottage" Valley View was 
completed in 1896 at a cost of $60,000, was a self-made man, 
whose fortune derived from anthracite mining. Along with a 
partner, he owned the Pancoast and West End Coal Mines in 
Scranton, Pa. and sold their coal retail through the Dixon 
Eddy Co., with their office being in New York City. It was 
Thomas Dixon, son of Joseph Dixon who was Eddy's partner, 
who persuaded Jesse to build Valley View after he himself 
had moved to Normandy Heights in 1893.

Valley view was first called "Graystone", until Jesse 
and his wife Sarah discovered that the nearby state mental 
hospital had already adopted their preferred name.

Down the road from Valley View stood the home of 
Willard Van Schoonhoven Thorne, the scion of a socially 
prominent family with ties to the early Dutch settlers of 
New York. W.V.S. Thorne was a Yale graduate with a degree 
in engineering. He specialized in the standardization of 
railroad equipment and stock, and was associated with a 
number of railroads, especially the Southern Pacific. The 
Thorne family were intimates of the Harrimans, the Frelinghuysens 
and the Symingtons. According to the daughter of Jesse Eddy 
who was interviewed in 1974 the Eddys and Thornes did not 
socialize and the Eddys considered the Thornes "very wealthy".
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Just as the backgrounds of the Thornes and Eddys 
differed so did their lifestyles and the homes they lived 
in.

The Thorne Mansion, completed in 1912 is a conservative 
neo-Georgian style. It was designed by Aldrich and Delano. 
Walter Kidney in his book Architecture of Choice said: 
"...they were among the foremost designers of white-on-red 
neo-Georgian houses, clubs and churches; a town mansion such 
as this (the Willard Straight house in New York City) had 
counterparts hardly less formal in the suburbs." The Thorne 
Mansion is one of those counterparts. Among some of the 
buildings Aldrich and Delano have designed are the Japanese 
Embassy in Washington B.C.; U.S. Embassy in Paris; the John 
D. Rockefeller Estate in Pocantico Hills, New York and the 
South Portico of the White House.

Valley View, built 16 years earlier, may be one of the 
most progressive houses of its time in Morris County. It 
clearly expresses its owners' less traditional, less class- 
conscious taste. Although symmetrical in its overall 
design, it appears irregular when compared to the perfect 
proportions of the Thorne Mansion. Valley View is clearly 
representative of the Shingle Style, form of architecture.

Because of its original design and specifically because 
of its crescent plan, Valley View was long thought to be the 
product of an experienced architect. It has been established 
however, that the designer was George Augustus Mills, a 
local architect who was able to design a fairly significant 
building with little formal training.

Houses of the Opulent Era are rarer in Morris County 
today than 18th century ones. The Eddy and Thorne Mansions 
and their carriage houses are the finest surviving local 
examples of the Shingle and neo-Georgian styles, respectively 
They also provide a rare glimpse at a life style that was 
part of a critical era in American History.

GPO 892 455
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