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-The Thomas J. Majors house, located in the Missouri River town of

Peru, is a large two-story brick structure nestled into the bank of a

_ gradually sloping hill. The house, which faces east, has a full frontal
porch surrounded by a spindlework rail, A small second story walkout
sets atop the first floor porch roof. This walkout features a gable
roof and spindlewotrk rail. The house has over 35 window openings which
break up the otherwise unadorned facades. All door and window openings
excluding those of the walkout basement are topped with jack arches.
The basement lintels are segmentally arched. A three-quarter length
closed-in porch skirts the west or rear facade of the house and-overlooks the
farmyard area.. A kitchen wing projecting from the north facade provides
the only irregularity in the otherwise rectangular building. Five
chimneys and two dormer windows penetrate the truncated hip roof,
which is covered with pressed metal shingles. A corbeled brick cornice
provides simple relief under the eaves,

The interior plan of the house is six over six rooms. A wide
central stairhall runs from the front of the house to the rear (east
to west) dividing the house in half with three rooms per side on each
floor. An open stairway rises along the north wall of this hallway.
The interior of the house retains much of its historical character.

. The grounds around the house are nicely landscaped with mature
trees and shrubs. . The entire house-yard is surrounded by a white
three~board fence,

Also on the Majors property is a gable-roofed barn of timber
construction, sheathed with board and batten. Banked into the side
of a hill, the barn rests on a limestonefoundation. Doors in both
gable ends provide access to the first floor central aisle which
allows passage through the barn. This ground level floor was designed
to house grain and tack along with implement storage. A small loft
provides hay storage above this ground level floor. Entry to the
basement level is on the south side only., This level is divided
into stalls for cattle and horses. A chute:from a first floor grain
bin carries feed down to the lower level. :

Three other frame buildings occupy ' the area near the house ‘and
barn: these are a small corn crib, a shed and a garage:. The barnyard
area is enclosed with a board fence.

The present owners operate a cattle raising business on the
property.
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Thomas Jefferson Majors was born June 25, 1841 in Jefferson County,
Iowa. His parents, Sterling P. and Ann Majors were Kentucky natives who

in 1837 migrated to Iowa and established a general store.

Thomas was

educated in public schools in Iowa and apprenticed in his father's store.
In 1859, he packed a supply of goods and set out for Nebraska Territory,
where he founded a general merchandise business in Peru, a tiny Missouri
River settlement known only for its trading post. Majors operated his
store until 1861 when he enlisted in the First Nebraska Infantry. He
served until the end of the war and was mustered out in 1866 in Omaha
afterwhich he returned to Peru.

In the fall of 1866, Majors' political career began to develop
with his election to the Nebraska Territorial Council. While holding
this office, Majors was very active in promoting the idea of using
01d Mount Vernon College (1863) in Peru as a State Normal School. His
endeavors were successful in 1867 when the property was given to the
State and subsequently became what is now known as Peru State Teachers
College. One of the recently constructed buildings on campus bears
his name. ) )

During his lengthy political career he served several terms as a
State senator, two terms as lieutenant governor (1891-1895), was an
unsuccessful Republican candidate for govermor and served as U.S.
Congressman from 1878-79. Other positions held by Majors throughout
his life were: assessor for the Internal Revenue Service for the Nebraska
District, a director of the Citizen's State Bank of Peru and president
of the State Normal Board.

Besides his political and commercial interests, T.J. Majors had a
very successful farming and stock raising operation on his vast estate
adjoining the town of Peru. He was also active in the Grand Army of the
Republic and built his home large enough to accomodate meetings of the:
organization.

In 1870, Majors married Isabelle Bushong and raised a family of
five children. He purchased the portion of land on which this house
and barn stand in 1872, and probably built a house and this barn-on the
property soon after. The present brick house was built in the 1890's.
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Thomas J,-Majors did much for the growth and development of
Peru and the State of Nebraska. Immediately after he was discharged
from his Civil War service he became very influencial in Nebraska
politics and government., His home in Peru serves as a reminder to
the citizens of this State of this greatly respected, early
pioneer-politician.
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