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The Michael Majerus House is situated on a prominent corner lot on the east
bank of Lake George immediately south of the central business district of St. Cloud.
It is a three storey brick residence executed in the French Second Empire Style.
The dominant architectural element of the design is a five-storey tower at the
southwest corner of the building. The house essentially rectangular in plan -aa£ is
set upon a granite foundation. Walls are three bricks in thickness. Stone is used
for window segmental arched hoods, carved rosettes, scrolls, and, cherub faces
(which are used as decorative elements at various places on the facade). The roof
is a eedaa;-shingled mansard which appears to be supported by scroll-type brackets
at the broad eaves; the mansard comprises the third floor of the building.
As indicated previously, the tower is the dominant architectural feature of
the design. At the first storey level, a pair of double doors provide entry into
the tower via a staircase of six risers. The second storey is adorned with a
wrought iron balcony accessible by a door from the tower; this door is crowned by
a low pediment. The third level of the tower is a projection of the mansard roof
which covers the entire building. It is adorned by a round dormer with a small
finial. On the fourth level is a square tower room with two semi-circular arched
windows on each facade. The area below the windows is paneled whereas the upper
level is embellished with scroll-sawn brackets. The fifth level comprises a pyramidal
roof with a circular dormer on each face and crowned by a finial.
The exterior has remained unaltered throughout the existence of the building.
Ancillary to the house is a two storey frame carriage barn with hay-loft. This
building now functions as a garage.
On the interior, a foyer with oak wainscoting and an open staircase is located
immediately within the tower entry. To the left is a door leading into the parlor,
which has floors of quarter-sawn oak and woodwork of cherry. The original electric
chandelier has survived. To the rear of the parlor is the living room (or sitting
room) ; this room is finished in oak and also retains its original electric
chandelier. Both rooms have ornately carved mantels and fireplaces of Meissen tile.
The dining room is finished in birch, walnut, and oak, with an ornate built-in
sideboard with pass-through to the kitchen. (The kitchen has been equipped with
modern fixtures and appliances).
The second floor is comprised of two parts. The front of the house is divided
into three bedrooms and the stairhall. The rear portion was intended as a servants 1
area. The third floor was unfinished except for one servant's room until 1975 when
the present owner converted it into a study and multi-purpose area. The tower is
entered through the mansard, via a small stairway which leads into the square
observation room.
Therelis also a full basement. In addition to utility spaces, there is one
room in this area which formerly served as a second kitchen.
The Majerus House was acquired by the present owner in 1971, who then began
an extensive preservation program. The house is now in excellent condition.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Michael Majerus House exists 'as the finest example in St. Cloud of a
French Second Empire style residence. Designed by Theodore Kevenhoerster in 1891,
the building recalls an architectural style which had been in vogue more than a
decade prior to its construction. During the time when the Majerus House was
under construction, the Richardsoniah mode was in its final years and the Queen
Anne was at its high-point; the French Second Empire style was decidely old
fashioned and associated with the years after the Civil War. (Interestingly,
however, vestiges of the style are also noted in "German" breweries constructed
in Minnesota during the 1880s and 1890s.) As Majerus was of German extraction,
it is possible that the "romantic" styles of the past appealed to him in chosing
this design for his own residence.
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