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4 DESCRIPTION

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
__EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED —_UNALTERED X ORIGINAL SITE
X Goop __RUINS " ZALTERED __MOVED DATE
 _FAIR __UNEXPOSED : o

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The C.J. Wright House is situated on an expansive wooded site on the eastern
fringe of Fergus Falls, Minnesota. Constructed in 1881-82, this two-and-one-half
story frame residencé is executed in a variant of the stick-style mode of the
Gothic Revival style which was popular in Minnesota during the late-1870's and early
'1880's. In massing, however, there is an obvious tendency toward the more romant-
1c1zed Queen Anne which is indicated by the irregular plan. :

The primary Gothic design feature is the treatment of the gables. Each gable
is adorned by a scissor-truss, with an eight-pointed star medallion at the crossing,
which extends from a point near the apex of the gable and terminates in a rudimentary
scroll at the end of the flaring eaveline. "This truss-like decoration is utilized
in each of the four. gables of the main portion of the house. Within each gable,
the attic story is sheathed with vertical boards, with simple pierced decoration
which terminates in a sawtooth pattern at the second story level. Attic windows
are pointed, The remainder of the bulldlng is sheathed in clapboard

A spacious wraparound porch, one story in height, covers both the entire south
(front) facade and the areas to the front of the projecting gables on the east and
west facades, Although presently screened, the porch retains original posts with
scroll-sawn spandrels; these spandrels are also in the Gothic mode as is evidenced
by the utilization of the tri-foil leaf form, The roof of the porch is flat and is
sheathed in metal., A scallopped-shingle parapet shields a second-story deck, which is
accessible by a door on the south facade.

A low two story frame addition is located at ‘the'rdar. It has a porch which
is partially screened andrpartlally enclosed This originally served as kitchen
and servants' quafférs; UT0 o CF oaeT sy b b e

The interior of the house has been modified to accommodate -changes: in function
for some of the rooms., Original black-walnut woodwork, staircase, and a fireplace
mantle from George B, Wright's (C,J, Wright's uncle) house in Minneapolis remain.
The residence continues to serve decendants of the original builder and remains
in a good state of preservation.
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SPECIFIC DATES

1881-82

BIRKBER/ARCHITECT

G.B, Wright & C,J, Wright

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Charles Johnson Wright (C,J, Wright) House at 831 Mount Faith Avenue
East in Fergus Falls was begun under the direction of George B. Wright in 1881.
G.B, Wright came to the area after having lived in Minneapolis; he was actively
involved in the surveying and land-developing of the new town of Fergus Falls
and the surrounding area, While the house was still under construction, G,B,
Wright's nephew, C.J, Wright, came to Fergus Falls from Vermont for the purpose:
of working with his uncle on the survey. Shortly thereafter, G.B., Wright contracted
typhoid and died, leaving the unfinished house to his nephew. Construction was
completed in 1882, It has since continued to be occupied by decendants of the
Wright family, They have tarefully preserved the house,

The C.J., Wright House is a fine example of the Stick-style Gothic influence
on residential architecture in Minnesota during the late nineteenth century., It
has retained such features as decorative scissor-trusses in the gables and
black walnut interior woodwork., .. - .. _.: .. .. .iti.l .. Jaeo.

The~C.J; Wright House has been designated for preservation.by the Fergus
Falls Historic Preservation Commission and the City Council,
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1. Name
historic C.J. Wright House
and/or common C.J. Wright House

2. Location

street & number 831 Mount Faith Avenue East ’ ___ not for publication
city, town Fergus Falls ____vicinity of congressional district 7th
state ~ Minnesota  code 22 county Otter Tail code 111
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
_district — public X occupied —_agriculture . —__museum
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— being considered __-_yes: unrestricted — industrial — transportation
X no —_military —___other:

4. Owner of Property

name Mrs. Elsie W. Brown

street & number 831 Mount Faith Avenue East

city, town Fergus Falls ____ vicinity of state Minnesota

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Registry of Deeds/Otter Tail County Courthouse

street & number

city, town Fergus Falls state Minnesota

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Fergus Falls Historic Preservation
titte Commission Inventory has this property been determined elegible? ____yes ____no

date 1977 — federal _state ___ county __X local

depository for survey records Fergus Falls Historic Preservation Commission

Fergus Falls

city, town state Minnesota




7. Description

Condition Check one Check one
____excelient __deteriorated ____ unaltered X original site
X good #_ ruins _X_altered ___moved date
— fair —___unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The C.J. Wright House is situated on an expansive wooded site on the eastern fringe
of Fergus Falls, Minnesota. Constructed in 1881-82, this two-and-one-half story frame
residence is executed in a variant of the stick-style mode of the Gothic Revival style
which was popular in Minnesota during the late 1870's and early 1880's. In massing,
however, there is an obvious tendency toward the more romanticized Queen Anne which is
indicated by the irregular plan. L

The primary Gothic design feature is the treatment of the gables. Each gable is
adorned by a scissor-truss, with an eight-pointed star medallion at the crossing, which
extends from a point near the apex of the gable and terminates in a rudimentary scroll
at the end of the flaring eaveline. This truss-like decoration is utilized in each of
the four gables of the main portion of the house. Within each gable, the attic story
is sheathed with vertical boards, with simple pierced decoration which terminates in a
sawtooth pattern at the second story level. Attic windows are pointed. The remainder of
the building is sheathed in clapboard. ‘

A spacious wraparound porch, one story in height, covers both the entire south (front)
facade and the areas to the front of the projecting gables on the east and west facades.
Although presently screened, the porch retains original posts with scroll-sawn spandrels;
these spandrels are also in the Gothic mode as is evidenced by the utilization of the
tri-foil leaf form. The roof of the porch is flat and is sheathed in metal. A scallopped-
shingle parapet shields a second-story deck, which is accessible by a door on the south
facade.

A low two story frame addition is located at the rear. It has a porch which is
partially screened and partially enclosed. This originally served as kitchen and servants'
quarters,

The interior of the house has been modified to accommodate changes in function for
some of the rooms. Original black-walnut woodwork, staircase, and a fireplace mantle
from George B. Wright's (C.J. Wright's uncle) house in Minneapolis remain. The residence
continues to serve decendants of the original builder and remains in a good state of
preservation.



8. .Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below .
___ prehistoric __ archeology-prehistoric ___ community planning. ____ landscape architecture____ religion
__1400-1499 ____ archeology-historic ____conservation — law ____science
—___1500-1599 ____ agriculture - economics ___literature ____sculpture
__1600-1699 _X architecture ___ education — military ’ — social/
___1700-1799 __ art ____engineering ____ music humanitarian
X 1800-1899 ____ commerce ___exploration/settiement ____ philosophy __theater
——1900- —___ communications ___industry __ politics/government ____ transportation
—__invention ____ other (specify)

Builder/Architect J 0. Crummett in conjunction with C.J. Wrigh
Leroy S+ Buffington—

Specific dates 1881-82

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The Charles Johnson Wright House at 831 Mount Faith Avenue East in Fergus Falls was
erected according to designs supplied by noted Minneapolis architect Leroy S. Buffington
and under the direction of C.J, Wright in 188l. A local carpenter, J.0. Crummett, was
the builder, .Shortly before construction of the house began, C.J. Wright and his uncle
George B. Wright moved to Fergus Falls for the purpose of surveying for land developments
within the new community. Shortly thereafter, George B. Wright contracted typhoid and
died. C.J. Wright remained in Fergus Falls and saw the house through to completion in
1882. 1It has since been occupied and preserved by decendents of the Wright family,

The C.J. Wright House is a fine example of the Stick-style Gothic influence on
residential architecture in Minnesota during the late mineteenth century. It has retained
such features as decorative scissor-trusses in the gables and black walnut interior woodwork.

The C.J. Wright House has been designated for preservation by the Fergus Falls Historic
Preservation Commission and the City Council.
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12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
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State Historic Preservation Officer signature Pyl g M‘l

Russell W. Fridley T / / —
title State Historic Preservation Officer date / Z? 7 /

GP O 972R R35



