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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The McConnell - McGuire building is a three-story stone building distinguished 
by its fine cast iron ornamentation. Pilasters of iron demarcate the facade's 
three bays. Each bay contains three pairs of double hung sash windows in the 
upper stories, with the third story windows possessing round iron arches with 
keystones. The central window in each bay has cast iron decoration in the form 
of a lion's head in the center and a classical bust on the others. The remain­ 
ing tympanums are rusticated as are the spandrels, with the exception of the 
center bay's spandrels which imitate smooth stonework.

The building terminates with a galvanized iron cornice and a stone parapet. 
The cornice is broken by the pilaster caps with heads of wolves.

The left side's first story windows are semi-circular and several of them still 
retain their original stained glass. There is a side entry at the rear. The 
upper stories repeat the motifs of the facade only without the ornamented 
tympanums.

The facade's first story is highly altered with the original columns and mezzanine 
windows being covered. The upper story leaded glass transoms have been covered 
also. The original pediment on the parapet no longer exists, and a fire escape 
mars the left side. The interior has also ..undergone considerable alteration 
with the upper floors, which were originally store space, serving as apartments.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The McConnell-McGuire building is architecturally significant for its excellent 
cast iron ornamentation. The iron decoration, which was the first contract for 
the Moscow Iron Works, is extensive, unique, and of high quality. It probably 
represents the most extensive use of cast iron ornamentation on an Idaho building. 
The stained glass windows which remain intact are also noteworthy. The building 
is an area landmark and at the time of its completion the Moscow Mirror pronounced 
it "a monument to Enterprise" and "the best and most finely finished building in 
the city."1

The building housed the McConnell-McGuire department store, one of the largest 
in the area in the 1890's. Both men were pioneer merchants in Moscow and William 
J. McConnell became governor of Idaho in 1893. Between 1912-1918 Nat Williamson 
occupied the building with his cotorful Boston store. His prolific advertising 
techniques were quite renowned. In 1928 a group of Portland investors converted 
the upper stories into 43 apartments, which allowed the building to house "more 
people than some of the smaller Palouse farming villages have all total."

The architects, W. J. Lewis and M. D. Ogilbee, came to Moscow in 1891 after working 
in Denver for eight years. They apparently remained in the city only for a year 
and moved on.

This building was constructed immediately after William J. McConnell returned 
to Idaho from Washington D.C. where he had served as a United States Senator.

1 Moscow Mirror, November 27, 1891, p. 1, c. 7.
2 Idaho PostTMay 11, 1928, p. 2, c. 7.
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