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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Swanger Hall is a modest vernacular style building. It is two stories high,
constructed of local basaltic lava rock and terminates with a hipped roof with
overhanging eaves. This simple structure is three bays wide and four bays deep.
There is a centered inset doorway with a three light transom; all other bays con-
tain a 2 x 2 double hung sash window with a wood frame. Lava rock segmental arches
are over all openings.

This building has been slightly altered through the loss of a cupola and the addi-
tion of a second story door above the main door. .
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Swanger Hall is architecturally significant as a good local example of vernacular
architecture employing available materials, i.e. local basaltic lava rock. How-
ever, its greatest significance lies in its associations with the Albion State

Normal School.

The 1893 Idaho legislature authorized the creation of a two-year normal school

at Albion. The county citizens, eager to initiate the college, subscribed $3,000
to build Swanger Hall in 1893-94. Within two years a larger brick administration
building arose immediately to the south, using Swanger Hall as a rear wing. For

a decade this building housed the entire school. A fire destroyed the larger

building in 1947,

As the campus's original building Swanger Hall remains a local landmark and a
significant reminder of the Normal School's association with this rural community.
Plans are developing for reopening Swanger Hall as a senior citizen center.
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