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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Christian Church is a two-story brick building with stone trim in the
Romanesque style, which stands on a raised sandstone foundation. Following
the Joplin plan, it is distinguished by its northeast corner entry, two
gables and hexagonal dome.

The corner entry has a round-arched portico with short, stone Romanesque
columns. The gables are dominated by large round arched stained glass windows,
with the good shepherd depicted in the east window. On the first story,

below the major windows, are four rectangular stained glass windows. A

round arched doorway with an opalescent glass transom is to one side of

each gable., The dome, with its metal quatrafoil finial, has a set of three
round-arched opalescent glass windows on three sides.

To the south is a gabled wing with six stained glass windows in each story. Those
on the second story are round arched and those on the first are rectangular.

The original oak and walnut interior is unaltered. The main auditorium is on a
northeast-southwest axis with a choir loft to the west. A Balcom and Vaughan
theater pipe organ with chimes is in the loft and a stained glass fan light depict-
ing Christ in Gethsemane adorns the west wall. A balcony arcs from the west to

the south side of the auditorium. On the south side massive two-story high oak
sliding doors separate the main room from the rear auditorium. The original oak
pews are still in use as are the original brass light fixtures. The rear auditorium
has a large brass chandelier. The dome has been closed off to conserve energy.

This building remains unaltered, although it is in need of some repair.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Christian church is architecturally significant as a good example of the
brick Romanesque style applied to an ecclesiastical building. Following the
Joplin plan, a standard Christian church design of the period, it is similar

to other Christian churches throughout the nation, including the one in Eugene,
Oregon. Its hexagonal dome, offset by the two large gables, is rare in Idaho

and makes the building a landmark. The stained glass windows are of high quality
and exhibit good craftsmanship, as does the interior woodwork.

The Balcom and Vaughan theater organ, manufactured in Seattle, is one of the two
extant vacuum operated theater organs in Boise (the other is in the Ada Theater).

Stone mason Charles Storey worked on many of Boise's major buildings of the
period including St. John's cathedral and the State Capitol.
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