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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Melson House, an eighteenth-century farm house, has retained its original
external appearance despite its continual occupation since it was built.

The main two-story brick section is three bays wide. A frame porch covers most
of the first-floor front. A belt course and a water table are found on all sides.
The walls are laid in Flemish bond. Exterior end chimneys are found on both ends
of the house. Exterior wood trim on the main block is original except for the
Victorian porch. A small stoop has been removed from the center of the east
facade.

The exterior brickwork was once whitewashed. Windows have been replaced with
two-over—-two Victorian sash in the original reveals. There are flat arches
over the first-floor windows.

To the north are two one-story wings on axis. The first wing is brick, and the
second is frame. The frame wing retains its original beaded clapboard, secured
with handmade nails. The brick wing was extended to the east at an early time,
and the roof was extended to cover the extension. The two wings have dormers
on the front and rear.

On the interior, the house has been modernized, possibly first by B. S. Melson,
the owner after the Jacobs family. Yet a staircase along the interior bearing N
wall and beaded panelling on the second floor have survived. Eighteenth-century
six~panel doors also survive on the second floor. -

The Melson House, located on a secondary road in North West Fork Hundred, faces
west toward the road. A double row of trees frame the broad lawn. ILarge old
boxwoods and other formal plantings surround the house. To the east stand two

ranges of more recent outbuildings, which are not included in the nomination.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Melson House is distinguished as a rare surviving example of brick eighteenth-
century construction in North West Fork Hundred. Its fine exterior detailing
includes the use of exterior end chimneys, and a belt course and water table
around the entire house. Both of these features are very unusual. Most of the
examples of exterior end chimneys are found on houses near the Maryland line or
on roads leading to Maryland, where they are more common.

Maryland influence is to be expected because of the hundred's political history.
Until the eve of the Revolution, both the Penns and the Calverts claimed this

part of Delaware. Because land titles were unsure, there was little development.
During the 1760's, the discovery of iron mines and the clarification of the bound-
ary line opened the area. The oldest surviving houses apparently date from this
period of stabilization. Never a wealthy area, North West Fork Hundred first
produced iron and timber. Large landholdings, often owned by speculators,
characterized North West Fork Hundred until the present century.

The Jacobs family and their predecessors the Polks, who owned this property,
were typical of the landholding class in the hundred. Curtis Jacobs, who owned
the house and apparently lived here until his death in 1840, owned more than 600
acres in a single block. Over 200 acres of fields surrounded this house at

that time.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

The house and front yard, about two acres, comprise the nominated
area which is bounded on the west by the road, on the south by a

drive, on the north by a field boundary, and the on the east by
a barn
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