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The attached property, the Howard Pyle Studios, in New Castle
County, Delaware, reference number 78000911, was listed in the
National Register of Historic Places by the Keeper of the
National Register on 3/8/1978, as evidenced by the FEDERAL
REGISTER/WEEKLY LIST notice of Tuesday, February 6, 1979
Part ll, Vol.44, No. 26 (Book 2), page 7444. The attached
nomination form is a copy of the original documentation
provided to the Keeper at the time of listing.
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OWNER OF PROPERTY

AM
NAME Studio Group, Inc.

STREET & NUMBER
1305 North Franklin Street
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Wilmington . VICINIFY OF Delaware
@LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION
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10th and King Streets
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DESCRIBE THE FREEENT AND OHlGINAL {IF KNOWNI PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Howard Pyle Studios consist of two buildings. They are located on North
Franklin Street in the densely populated area between Delaware Avenue and Brandywine
Park.,

"4, Howard Pyle reflccted his intensa interest in English history, whan, in 1883 he
bui]t his studio in the. tudor cottage style. The building was constructed mninly of
brick and was set back eighty feet from the street. The roof of the building is
steeply pitched extending to the first floor level. One of the gable ends forms tha
maln facade of the studio. Heavy brackets support the half-timbered gable which
projects somewhat over the first floor level. Beneath it is a large triple casement
window and an entry porch. An engaged chimney stack protrudes from the roofline.
The roof was originally slate with skylights., 1In 1969, asphalt shingles of similar
colox raplaced the slate and the original north skylights were reset in copper.

Inside are an entrance hail. Pyle's own large studio and a smaller one, cach with a
fireplace. They appeax today much as they did originally.

A second rectangular brick studio-school building built in 1900 along the south
side of the property and fronting on the street i{s included. The gable end facade
was quite similar to the earlier studio. Large windows and skylights are found on
the north side of the building.

Prcseﬁfiy, the original studio is used by the Studio Group for member classes
and individual member use. The school building is rented to two artists, each of
whom use it for a residence as well as a studio.
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PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE .. (f‘H'.ECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW .
... PHLHISTOAIC -~ ARCHFILUGY-PHEHISTORIC ...l:OMMUlfII\' PMNN]NG ~LANDSCAPE AACHITECTURE —RELIGION
-.1400-1489 ~—ARCHEQLOGY-HISTOAIC ...CO?CSCRV'A'IION —LAW ~SCIENCE ‘-'
- 1500-1599 ~AGRICULTURE ~—ECONOMICS A.__I.HEHAIURE ._.Sl:l..ll.!"‘ll.lﬂ! N
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—1700.119% XARt _.E.NGINE!RING —MUSIC —THEATER
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51'300- — COMMUNICATIONS _INDUS*RY —~POLINCS/GOVERNMENT _OTHERISPECIFY) i
~—INVENTION ,
. , . :
SPECIFIC DATES 1883 . 1300 BUILDER/ARCHITECT Howard Pyle j

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Around the turn of the century, Wilnmington, Delaware was a conter of American
illustration with forty profesaional artists living here. The attraction was Howard
Pyle(1853~1911}), recognized in 1890 not only as the foremost illustrator in the
United States, but also as a man unusually generous in his desire to help other
11lustrators, hoth emergliing and established.

Between 1876 and 1911, Pyln wrote 34 books, some of which he illustrated, made
11lustrations for 160 volumes written by others, created 2200 drawings and paintings ]
reproduced in periocdicals,and painted murals for saeveral public buildings. f

Dissatisfied with formal art schools, in 1895 Pyle taught his First class at
the new Drexel Institute. In 1900, ha built three studios next to his own for the.
most gifted young people in the nation. Twelvae wern chosen from 500 applicants in
the first year; 75 attended during the ten years of operation. In 1907, he changed
his Monday night classes to Saturday afterncon to allow professionals from Phila-
delphia and New York to attend the classes. Pyle charyed no foos for his Wilmington

instruction.

From Pyle's nchool, N.C. Wyeth, Frank Schoonober, Harvey Dunn, Stanley Arthurs,
and George Marding are still recognized in the field of illustratlon in art schools.

After Pyle's death, tha two buildings continued as studios under staniey Arthur's
ownership (1912-1950), and then under Ellen duPont Wheelwright's (1950-1964). Since
1964, the Studio Group has cperated the studion and has invested over $25,000 in their

preservation,

The architecture of, the Howard Pyle Studios is important for its design quality,
belonging to the first’phase of the Queen Annc style in America., This was a style
that Henry Russell Hitchcock refsrred to as "Shavian Manorlial”, becuase of its direct
association with its criginator, the mid-19th century Engllah architect, Richard

Horman Shaw.
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torse, S. and rcr!.rudo ‘Brinkle

1921. ] ‘Howakd Pyle, A Rocord of his Illustrations and Writings.
Abbott,’ Charles D.jj

1925 Howard Pyla, A Chronicle.
Pitz, chnry CI w-i‘x '!

1969 " Thae nra.ndyuine Tradition. Houghton, Mifflin & Co.
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ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPEATY
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

The city plot fronts’so faet on_the west side of Yorth Franklin’ ‘Strect. The south

boundary at right anglea extends 140 feet: with a.3 story. apartment building as nric;hlor.

The rear boundary of 90 feet adjoins. garden areay the north boundary in a strai.ght line
backs’ on the :n.'u: gardens .of a diagcnal stx:ect;.
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TISTALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES -

STATE . o - CODE LOUNTIY : ! €OoDE

STATE ’ CODE CounTY ; . CODE
mFORM PREPARED BY i 10 OMF
HAME 7 TITLE . ) - " < eyt Wit )
vara M. Austin, Secretary . Y0
OHGANIZAYION DATE o -
Studio Group, Inc. Octoher 25, 1976
SIR(ET& HUMMBER . ... . ] TELEPHONE |
' 2327 test’ 183:}‘ Streat Lo . _3(.)2-652-0166
CITY OH TOWN T STATE
wil.mingt:on . . Delaware 19806

EESTATE HISTORIC PRE&ERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION

' THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITH{IN THE STATE IS:
nATioNaLE X STATE LOCAL ___

!

As the dnaignatud State Hlstorlc r'mwrvnllon Olhcm for.the tHatiopal Histom: Pigscrvation Act ol 1968 {(Publilic Law 89.665),1
hateby nominate this property fot inchision in the Nat-om! gister and ceetify that it has been evaluated according to the

criteria ond procc.duras set forth by the National Par\ Sefv
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TITLE pirector, Div. of Historical & Cultural Affalrs D/'E /%f/’7

STATE HISTORIC FRESERVATION OFFICEA SIGNATURE  (
TOR NPS USE ONLY

‘I HEREBY CERYIFY THAT THIS FROPEHTY 15 INCLUDED tN THE NAI!OHAL REGISTER
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PNTRIES IN THE NATIOWAL RECISTER
STATE DELAWARE
Date Entered  MARE W
Fama Location
Pyle, Howard, Studios ; Hilﬁington

New Castle County
Malson House

Atlanta vieinity
Sussex County
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) Also Notified
Hon. William V. Roth, Jr.

E Hon. Joseph R. Biden, Jr.

: Kon. Thomas B. Evans, Jr.
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