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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The most precise physical description appears in a letter
written to Edward Griffith of the Community Development
Department of Stockton, on October 21, 1976 by Dr. Knox Mellon,
Historic Preservation Coordinator, Office of Historic Preserva-
tion, Sacramento. This description is complete and is quoted

as follows: - - - b b

“'i“The Nippon Hospital is a two-story brick structure whose
architectural design contains classic revival style elements.

A shallow gable crowns the front facade and a brick pillared
porch announces the entry. Colored brick is utilized decoratively
on the facade to outline pediment, architecture and pilaster
design elements. Facade windows are squared, whereas, the win-
dows in the other elevations are arched. The decorative

brick delineation of Classic Greek architectural elements on

the building is unusual and an inﬁereéting feature on the

structure."

“In addition, it should be mentioned that the buildiﬁégmeasures
50' x 90' and contains 30 rooms. There is a concrete founda-
tion and an 800 square foot basement. Both the first and
second floors contain 4,064 square feet. The floors are wooden,
the walls and ceiling are plaster on wood lath. The roof struc-

ture is frame.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The architectural significance has already been described in item 7.
The historical significance is considerable as Stockton had one of

the largest Japanese communities in the United States at.this time.

This population totaled oqer‘Z,OOO.,”This hospital building% if pre-

served, will be the only surviving landmark of the early Japanese

community.

This two-story building was constructed as a result of a

proposal by the local Japanese association and financed by Tokutaro

Matsumoto, a wealthy local farmer.

In 1919, the principal staff

members were G. T. Nakagawa of the Nippon Drug Co. and Joseph F. Ogata.

It is likely this hospital has state-wide
pioneering enterprise of this kind and an
early efforts of Japanese Californians to

significance as being a
outstanding example of

enter professional work.

In 1922, the facility appears to have been reorganized wunder the

name "Stockton Hospital' and financed by the sale of 400 shares of

stock

at $25/share. Similar reorganization took place in 1925.

The facility served the surrounding Japanese community until it was

beset by
building
building
criteria
Criteria

financial difficulties in about 1930 at which time the

became a hotel, a purpose it serves to this date. This

has qualities that could be associated with theifollowing

of the National Register:

800.10a: Due to its association with ethnic history, this

building

would have significance in American history and culture and

does possess integrity of location as well as feeling and association.

Criteria

800.10 #1: The building can be '"...associated with events

that have made a signficant contribution to the broad patterns of

our history."

Criteria

800.10 #3: This building does '"...represent a significant

and distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual
distinction." -



FIMA]JOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

"New Japanese Hospital Here' Stockton Record, April 12, 1919, p.12
Stockton City directories 1919-1933

"Articles of Incorporation of the 'Stockton Hospital''" 1922 and 1925

[)GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 1722
UTM REFERENCES

al1,0] |6]5,0]1,0,0) [4,2]0,1}6,4,0) oL | LI, Lol o]

ZONE EASTING . NORTHING ZONE EASTING - NORTHING
Cl|llll]lll‘|lllLlAJ 7°[|l||lll:|LJ]:Lll'
VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

The property lies in about the center of a block on the west side
of Commerce Street. The eastern boundary is Commerce Street, the
north lies 300 feet south of Main Street, the west 150 feet from
Madison Street, the ‘south 100 feet from Market Street.

Legal description: Lot 16, Block 5, West of Center
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As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665), |
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in-the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the
criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service. _
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