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The Kennedy House, which faces east on a corner lot near downtown Abbeville, is a
fine example of a late Creole Cottage constructed after the close of the Civil War.
The one-and-a-half story, braced frame structure has a gabled roof, end-exterior
chimmeys and a full width recessed gallery. Four square columns with Doric capitals
support a deep frieze and a simple cornice. Pilasters terminate the gallery which is
of shiplap siding, while the remainder of the structure is finished with clapboard.
Tapered native stone piers form the foundation; however, some of the interior supports
are of cut logs. The original wooden shingles are still in place, but have been
covered with modern asphalt material.

Two single, six paneled doors are centered on the Eastern facade and are flanked
by double-hung, 9/9 windows. Exterior trim for windows and doors, like the interior
trim, is very simple. The house lacks a central hall and each door opens directly
into a front room measuring approximately 15'x15' with simple interior trim.

Two original mantels remain. One is simple while the other has fluted pilasters,

a broad frieze, umadorned corner blocks and a shelf supported by a series of mouldings.
Each room opens into a smaller rear room. An enclosed stair leading to the finished
attic above is located in the room to the north side of the house.

Originally the house had a rear porch and breezeway leading to a detached kitchen;
however, these were removed in the early 20th Century to make space for additional bed-
rooms. When the property was acquired by the Board of Education, the rear additions
were removed and two large metal school rooms were constructed within 20 feet of the
rear of the building. Restoration plans call for the screening of these two buildings
with large shrubs.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Kennedy House is one of the oldest remaining structures in Abbeville and is an
unusual house type for this section of the state. Based on the Creole Cottage, which
was abundant along the gulf coast but less common further inland, the Kennedy House
retains one of the earliest features of this house type, the lack of a central hall.

Dr. William Calvin Bethune, a prominent medical doctor who was wounded during the
Civil War, returned to Abbeville and in 1870 constructed this home for his family at
the intersection of Kirklnad and College streets. Bethune apparently occupied the house
for only a few years, as it changed hands three times prior to being purchased by Walter
K. Stokes in 1878. Stokes retained the structure for seven years, selling it to William
and Mollie Kennedy in 1885.

The Kennedy family owned and farmed land in rural Henry County, but chose to occupy
this house near the center of the county's largest town. The house remained in the
Kennedy family until 1974 when it was acquired by the Board of Education. Recently it
was purchased by the Abbeville Community Improvement Council for use as a community
center.
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