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The Mess Hall and Kitchen building at Tuolumne Meadows, building 3010, is a "T" - 
shaped building with the head of the "T" at the west end and the front entrance on 
the north lying on the right side of the "T". The dimensions are roughly 36 by 64 
feet. The foundation is of native stone in cement mortar. The first couple of feet 
of the walls are redwood horizontal lap siding, 1 by 10 inch planks, exposed 8 inches 
to the weather. Above this the walls are of redwood board and batten construction. 
The four gable ends are .again lap siding. The back or south side has three double 
12-lite windows (24 lites in each of the three sets) and one double 8-lite set (16 
lites). The west end has two double 6-lite windows (total of 12 lites), and,one 
single 4-lite window, offset towards the rear or'south.1 , and an end'door which,' leads 
into the kitchen and ! the cook's bedroom. The door has a 4-lite window. The east end 
of the building has two'double'6-lite windows (total of 12 lites each), flanking a 
stone chimeny which serves as a flue for a fireplace. The front of the building 
features a recessed porch. It has three double 12-lite windows, two of them opening 
on the porch, and two single 6-lite windows. All windows are casements with metal 
sash and are equipped with wood V-joint tongue & groove storm shutters, hinged with 
metal. The front porch, in addition to the windows, has a double door entrance. The 
steeply pitched gable roof and cross gable of the "T" are finished with red cedar 
shakes. The porch roof is supported by four pair of stout, log posts. False rafters 
are logs about 8 inches in diameter. The central part of the interior is a dining 
room about 32 by 27 feet. At the east end this space opens into a "lounge" of the 
same width as the dining room but only about 8 feet deep along the longer axis of 
the building. The lounge features a large stone fireplace and chimney centered in 
the end wall, as well as built-in hinged seats flanking the fireplace and below the 
windows. Opposite the lounge and next to the porch is an entrance, hall roughly 5 
by 7 feet,'with a 'door entering from the end of the porch, arid also a toilet room of 
the same size as the entrance hall. At the west end of the building to the rear 
(south) side is the kitchen, roughly 16 by 20 feet. Toward the front of the building 
at this end is a bedroom and bath for the cook, separated from the kitchen by a small 
entry hall behind the door at the west end of the building. The building is little 
changed from its original form and condition.

East of the Mess Hall and Kitchen building are four small bunkhpuses, buildings 3011, 
3012, 3013, 3014, aligned along a gentle curve of the hillside, at roughly the same 
elevation. They are of the same rustic sty.le .on a smaller scale. A toilet and 
shower room, building 3015, stands as a fifth building at the end of the line (or 
sixth, if the Mess Hall/Kitchen is included). Each bunk house is 13 feet by about 
16 feet, outside measurement. Each has a stone foundation. The walls are of hor­ 
izontal 1 by 10 *3rnch lap siding, 8 inches of which is exposed to the weather, to a 
height of 4 feet, 8 inches. Above this is vertical board and batten finish, sur­ 
mounted on the gable ends with more horizontal lap siding. The rear of each building 
has a double 8-lite window (16-lites total) centered. The front has the same type of 
window off center to the west, with a door to the east of center. The east end is a 
windowless wall, the west end features a stone chimney with connecting flue for a 
stovepipe inside, no fireplace. In each corner of the single room is a tiny closet, 
1 foot 8 inches square. Gable roofs of each building have shingle finish.
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The toilet and shower building is of the same external design as the bunk houses, 
including the chimney, except for the windows and size. It is roughly 11 by 20 feet 
in dimensions. It has a front door offset east of center, and three small single-lite 
windows offset west of center. The west end has a stone chimney, which in this building 
provides a flue for a water heater. The east end has centered a horizontal double- 
pane window flanked flanked by two single pane windows, and the south or back side 
has the same. Inside, the building features two shower stalls, one each in the north­ 
west and southwest corners, three sinks along the south wall, three toilet stalls along 
the east wall, and a urinal along the north wall west of the door.

The exterior wood in all of the buildings is stained a dark brown.

These six buildings stand on the slope of a hill which climbs south from the highway, 
the latter passing east-west a short distance to the north along the southern edge of 
Tuolumne Meadows. They comprise part of a somewhat larger complex of structures includ­ 
ing a number of tent-frames a few feet behind (south) and slightly up slope from the 
Mess Hall/Kitchen and bunk houses, and a number of storage structures sheathed in 
corrugated metal just west of the Mess Hall/Kitchen. None of the tent frames or storage 
structures possess historical or architectural significance or contribute to the integ­ 
rity of this complex. The environment is a conifer forest.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
The Mes§ Hal.1 and Kitchen building, four small bunkhouses, and a toilet/shower at 
Tuolumne Meadows in Yosemite National Park are of local historical significance in the 
social/humanitarian category as a consequence of their construction by Civilian Conserv­ 
ation Corps labor, and are of local architectural significance in terms of their environ­ 
mentally harmonious "rustic" design.

During the early 1930's, the old auto road through Tuolumne Meadows was redesigned and 
relocated, and its new routing passed through an area used for housing maintenance and 
construction crews during the summer months. The old housing consequently had to be 
demolished, and to replace it, new accommodations were needed. Originally this new 
complex of buildings was to be built in 1933, but along with comfort stations in the 
nearby campground and other structures in the park, it was postponed until 1934. Due 
to the altitude of Tuolumne Meadows, work on the road and structures could proceed only 
during a very brief summer season, as the area is closed by snow most of the year.

Plans for the Mess Hall and Kitchen/Bunk House complex were drawn up early in 1934 and 
completed on April 10 by a draughtsman named Kerr in the National Park Service's branch 
of Plans and Design. The job was to be Federal Project 286 under Public Works Admin­ 
istration funding, to be .built with CCC labor under the supervision of Architect J,ohn 
Wosky. The Mess Hall arid Kitchen was laid but on three sheets as Plan No. 3086-A. 
There were some significant differences between the plan and the building that was 
erected. As built during the summer of 1934, the floor plan was a reverse or mirror 
image of the plan. Furthermore, the plan called for the stone foundation to continue 
as walls above floor level to a height of 2 feet 4 inches. When built, the stone found­ 
ation ended at floor level and a belt of horizontal slab siding'substituted for the 
stone wall, the remainder of the building above that level following the original concept. 
The four bunkhouses were drawn up on a single sheet, Plan 3089-A, and were constructed 
as drawn. The toilet and shower room, drawn up as Plan 3090-A, again a single sheet, 
were also erected as drawn. Construction commenced during the 1934 summer season, and 
the bunkhouses were completed in September and the Mess Hall in October 1934, ready for 
occupancy in the 1935 seadbri.' f Thereafter they housed the road construction crews and 
other laborers working in the Tuolumne Meadows/Tioga Pass high country region during 
summer seasons. Presumably each of the bunkhouses was intended to house four men, although 
somewhat crowded at that capacity.

Architecturally, the buildings constitute an excellent example of National Park Service 
"rustic" architecture of the mid-1930's, neither as highly stylized or decorated as earlier 
examples of the rustic style, nor as plain and functional as many contemporary and later 
structures. The Mess Hall and Kitchen building is of the quality of design and construc­ 
tion that one might expect to find in a small tourist lodge, not in a functional
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employees' structure intended merely for summer use. Situated on a forested rocky 
slope not far below the Sierra Nevada timberline, the stone and wood in the structures 
blends well with the environment and renders these structures successful examples of 
what "rustic" design was intended to achieve. As defined by NFS architects, it was 
supposed to reflect the hand crafted techniques and tools of pioneer builders, and 
through the use of native materials such as stone and wood, especially logs, as well 
as native colors and textures, it would blend rather than contrast with its environ­ 
ment, as these structures do.
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