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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Located close to the international boundary between the United States and Mexico, 
Gachado Well and Line Camp is a representative feature of the development of the ranch 
ing industry in southwestern Arizona early in the twentieth century. Gachado also 
provides an exemplary model of a frontier style of architecture unique to the border 
region. The complex is of regional historical significance.

Gachado Well was named for a gnarled old mesquite tree that once stood near the south 
west corner of the corral (from "agachado," meaning "to stoop" or "to bend over"). 
Dug between 1917 and 1919 by Lonald Blankenship, an early rancher in the area, the 
well is possibly located on the site of a spring, for Papago Indians claim to have 
obtained water at Gachado for centuries before the well was placed there.

In 1919 Blankenship sold his water rights and improvements to Robert Louis Gray. Gray 
and his sons ran several hundred head of cattle in the immediate vicinity of the border, 
and during the 1930s Gray built an adobe house and a corral at Gachado Well. His sons 
Henry and Robert, Jr., lived for a short time in the house. In later years it served 
as a line camp where cowboys stayed while attending the cattle. The Gray 1 s business 
lasted from the 1920s through 1976. During this period, Gachado Well and Line Camp 
played an important role in the burgeoning ranching industry.

Today Gachado Well and Line Camp are part of Organ Pipe Cactus National Monument. 
The adobe house exhibits a regionally significant form of architecture on the interior 
and exterior. The corral likewise displays a mode of construction unique to this 
region of the country. The entire complex warrants preservation.
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