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The Capt. James Morison House of Paraonsfield, built about 1785 with a 
slightly earlier ell, is a large and well-preserved example of a late colonial 
rural residence of inland Maine. It is comprised of a range of attached struc­ 
tures oriented north-west to south-east, the facade facing south-west. These 
structures consist of the main part of the house, the ell, a barn, and a large 
shed. All of these components are of frame construction on granite foundation 
with gable roofs.

The main part of the house lies at the south-eastern end of the complex 
and consists of a 2Jg story clapboarded dwelling with two internal brick end chim 
neys. The 2-story facade is five Bays wide with. <a central entrance beaeath a 
bracketed hood of mid-«-12thr-century date. The windows are 2/2, the 18th-century 
sash having been replaced in the mid-\L9th-century. The end of the house is of 
2^ stories and is two bays wide. Here also the windows are 2/2, except in the 
half story where there is a single 6/6. The gable-end is pedimented, a later 
feature in Greek Revival taste. The rear of the house was once five bays wide 
with a central entrance; this doorway has been eliminated. There are four win­ 
dows in the first story and two in the second.

clapboarded ell is of two stories with a central brick chimney and is 
four bays long. Its first-story windows are 2/2 while those above are 6/6. A 
recent modification is a recessed first-story entrance and windows across half 
of the facade.

The barn carries board and batten siding and features a rear entrance, facing 
north-east. The south-west facade contains two large 6/6 windows above a single 
2/2.

The shed is the norths-westernmost element. It too has board and batten 
siding.

The interior of the main part of the Morison House is well-preserved, based 
on the colonial center-hall plan. Woodwork throughout is graceful. The stair­ 
way is completely intact with delicately carved balusters. The entire stairwell 
and first and second-floor walls of the hall are decorated by murals signed by 
J.D. Poor. These are remarkable in their preservation.
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The Capt. James Morison House derives significance from three areas: as a 
good example of a late colonial inland residence in rural Maine (see Description, 
Item 7), as a home built by a Revolutionary soldier of some distinction, and be­ 
cause it contains unusually well preserved murals by Jonathan D. Poor.

The area now comprising the town of Parsonsfield was originally part of a 
twenty mile square piece of land purchased in 1668 by Francis Small, an Indian 
trader, from the sagamore, Captain Sunday, of Newickawannock. Title to this land 
was later confirmed by the General Court of Massachusetts. Small sold an undivided 
interest to Major Nicholas Shapleigh. of Klttery and transferred his remaining in­ 
terest to his son, Samuel in 1711. The descendants of the two proprietors par­ 
titioned this land in 1771 and that part which is now Parsonsfield was conveyed 
to Thomas Parsons and 39 associates:.

Settlement was at first slow but by 1785, at the time of incorporation, 62 
names appeared on the tax list, all but eleven of whom had moved to the area since 
1780. One of the recent arrivals was Captain James Morison, originally of Notting­ 
ham, New Hampshire. :. rwj IT..IIJ no^ sviosi J DA--oUoru snl

Morison was.of ScotchVlrish descent, his grandfather having been born in Scot­ 
land in the 1680 f s, his father in Ireland in 1725 and he in Kottingham in 1754. 
A member of one of the first units to assemble for the seige of Boston, he fought 
at Bunker Hill and moved with the army to New York. Rising to a captaincy he was 
chosen to serve on the personal body-guard of the later disgraced Gen. Charles Lee 
in which capacity he participated in the New Jersey campaign of 1776. He was rec­ 
ognized for exceptional service at the Battle of Brandywine in 1777 where he was 
wounded and mustered out of the army.

Like many another Revolutionary veteran he sought land in the newly opening 
townships in Maine and moved to Parsonsfield in the early 1780*s where ebuilt the 
house on South Road. He occupied this home with his wife and family until his 
death in 1840. Descendents of his still reside in the town. A.colorful character, 
he was once asked by a local minister if he feared death to which he replied, 
"Afraid! I afraid! Why, sir, I was at Bunker Hill, Brandywine and through the 
Jersey's".

Upon his death the house was acquired by Seth Chellis who developed the pro­ 
perty into "one of the largest and most productive farms in town". It is to be 
assumed that at the time he purchased the house the Greek Revival elements were 
added and the magnificent murals signed ay Jonathan D. Poor painted on the walls 
ot the }=r9ttt s£«4rw^av and upp^ and low^er balls.
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Poor was a nephew and gifted pupil of the noted painter, decorator and in­ 
ventor, Rufua Porter, whose mural and stencil work is. well known in Maine, New 
Hampshire, and Massachusetts. Born in 1807, Poor was the most productive member 
of Porter*s school of mural painters and in 1823 began his itinerant wanderings 
as an apprentice-assistant to his uncle. His early death in 1845 terminated a 
most promising career.


