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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Cable Mountain Draw Works* a braced wooden headframe structure, was 
fitted with cables used to lower lumber from the summit of Cable Mountain down 
a 2,000-foot vertical cliff to the canyon floor. The dimensions of the 
structure, located at the edge of the cliff, are approximately 30 feet in 
length, 16 feet wide, and 14 feet high.

The supports and framing are partially collapsed, weathered, and 
generally deteriorated, though the overall outline and form of the origiwi 
structure is intact. Some of the hardware, including pulleys, -are still at 
the cable site, but are no longer integrated with the framework of the 
structure. ;

During operation, there were two snubbing posts set in the ground at 
the base of the cliff. They were used to separate the endless cable and 
provide tracking width for the cable as it carried down lumber on a trolley 
device. There are no physical remains of this lower portion of the operation.
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The Cable Mountain Draw Works is alf unique focal point of pioneer 
activity in Zion Canyon. The design and construction of this structure 
was the work of one man, David Flanagan of Springdale, Utah. Flanagan 
saw the need for a local source of lumber for the inhabitants of the area 
and located an adequate supply of timber on top of Cable Mountain. How 
ever, the timber source was inaccessible from the canyon floor at the 
foot of the mountain and Flanagan devised a system of cable works running 
from the mountain top to the bottom of the canyon to bring down lumber. 
Prior to this, lumber was obtained by making a ten-day round trip to the 
nearest source.

Flanagan' s design encountered much initial skepticism from local 
people. He had first conceived a cable works in 1885 as a fifteen-year 
old youth and by 1904, after much experimentation and failures, had the 
cable: works, in- operation. Flanagan operated the cable works until 1906 
when he sold it to Alfred Stout and 0. D. Gifford of Springdale. The 
Cable Mountain Timber Works operation continued intermittently until 
1926 when it was abandoned. The cable was removed in 1930. The remains 
of the draw works represent twenty-two years of adaptive use as the struc 
ture was in constant design evolution during its operation.

The structure will be recorded to the standards of the Historic 
American Engineering Record (HAER) with consideration for long term pre 
servation being a scale model. Visitor access to the very precipitous site, 
also subjected to severe lightening storms, will be restricted.
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State Historical Society, Vol. XII, July-October, 1944, Nos. 3-4.

Interviews and recorded data from local people who lived during the time of the 
Gable Mountain Timber Works operation on file at Zion National Park.
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