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Preservation and Partial Restoration

Cinnamon Bay Plantation is located on the north shore of St. John. The ruins of the 
former plantation buildings are clustered around the North Shore Road and pepresent 
all elements, except for the "village", of a well developed sugar producing plantation. 
In addition to walls, watering trought, gate posts, two cemeteries, a well and a stone 
bridge, it has the ruins of six identifiable and one unidentified masonry structures. The 
expound, watering troughs and well are located on the seaward side of the North Shore 
Road while all other structures are south of the road. A gut separates the factory and 
its supporting facilities from the residence with its service buildings. The lattfer are 
all on the west side of the gut* A"-small stone bridge over the gut provides a direct 
access between the production and the residential areas. The site is within a short
walking distance of the Cinnamon Bay Campground. The district also includes a burial 
ground on the beach now partially washed out by the sea and a pre-Columbian archeological

1. Horsemill (H-25, 1)

The horsemill is a circular raised platform about 5' high with a diameter of 40 feet de­ 
fined by rubble masonry retaining walls. A ramp on the northwest side of the horsemill 
gives access to it. Masonry fragments in the center of the platform indicate the location 
of the former grinding machinery. The mill is located 4'3" east of the factory building. - 
It is in a deteriorated condition.- •• - . -. .: i •. : •

Significance: Third Order
Recommended Treatment Preservation '
Preliminary estimatfe for stabilizing retaining walls and pavements $5, 000

Latitude 18°21'11" Longitude 65°45'15" /

2. Bagasse Shed (H-25, 2) /
i

The Bagasse Shed was an open roofed area where the cnnshed cane stalks were dried 
before use as fuel in the boiling down process of the cane juice. At Cinnaiiion Bay only 
the eight two feet square masonry posts that supported the wood structures of the roof 
have bcentreserved. The shed was 21'x27'. It is located northwest of the'.horsemill 
and approximately 50' north of the factory. \

Significance: Third Order
Recommended Treatment Preservation
Preliminary estimate of repairs to stone pillars and excavation to original fl'oor levels.

$5,000 {
Latitude 18°21'11" Longitude 65°45'15"
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Cinnamon Bay Plantation was brought under cultivation>.a few years after th*. Panish 
settlement of St. John in 1717. It was one of the early plantations to be equipped with 
the "works" necessary for producing sugar.

Although the remains of the existing factory cannot be dated precisely, the plan organi­ 
zation of the factory and the supporting structures belong to the type common during 
the early and middle decades of the 18th century. The factory building, the mill, and 
the curing house probably predate the last quarter of the 1700s. The buildings well 
illustrate the different steps of -an- early historic sugar production^. They are utilita­ 
rian in nature and cannot be classified stylistically,' but even in their nuinous state, 
their method of construction, their details and their organization provide illuminating 
information on the standards and practices of architecture of the period and of the 
islands. •. < •.

Cinnamon Bay Plantation has been owned and been associated with several families pro­ 
minent th.-oughout the Virgin Islands and for most of its existence; its historic asso­ 
ciations have been of local and area significance. In 1733, however, Cinnamon Bay 
Plantation provided the setting and its owner Daniel Jans en played an important role in 
the events of the slave rebellion of St. John. This uprising shook the Caribbean and in 
its final stages, involved the participation of both French and English forces, and in its 
course, it also influenced the legislation within and beyond the Virgin Islands.

Cinnamon Bay like other sheltered coves on the north and west shore of St. John attracted 
human settlements before European colonization. Pre-Columbian middens behind the 
center and eastern section of the bay, in the area of the present campground, provide 
evidence of Ameridian occupation over an extensive period prior to 1500. Although test 
diggings have been made.the extent of the Prehistoric archeological site has not been 
determined.
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3. Factory Building (H-25, 3)

The factory building contained the boiling bench, the crystallizing pans and at Cinnamon 
Bay the initial curing area. It is 36'x45'6" with a 5' wide horizontal ground level flue 
projection 11'6" from the west wall of the factory to a 7' square masonry base Hppport- 
ing a round chimney. A 9' wide firing trench runs along the entire length of the west 
wall (45'6"). The trench is partially blocked by the horizontal flue.

Significance: Second Order
Recommended Preservation
Preliminary Estimate $20, 000

Latitude 18°21'11" Longitude 65°45'15"

4. Curing and Storage House (H-25, 4)

The curing and storage house is 35' south of the factory. Its masonry walls stand to 
their full height but in a deteriorated condition. The building measures 52'6"x25', is 
oriented east-west and contained 2 rooms separated by a masonry partition. A 7'2" 
•prfLde platform at the floor level of the interior runs the full length of the building along 
its north side and has ramps at either end. The curing and storage house is 1'6" east 
of the still.

Significance: Third Order 
Recommended Treatment Preservation
Preliminary estimate for clearing, repair and copping of standing walls 

$10,000
Latitude 18°21'11" Longitude 65°45'15"

5. Still (H-25, 5)

The still is southwest of the factory and immediately west of the curing house. It is 50' 
east of the plantation house and separated from it by the Cinnamon Bay Gut.

The still consists of a roofed and usable storage house 15'7"x23', a functioning cistern 
12'7"xl7'10" built against the storage house and the masonry furnace of the still fitted 
into and against the north and west wall of the storage house and the cistern respectively, 
with the chimney projecting out from the cistern wall to the north. The kettle, neck,

Page 2 of 7 pages
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snake, etc., of the still proper and all metal parts of the furnace are lacking, but other­ 
wise the still is the best preserved structure on this site. Originally constructed for 
and used as a Rhum still it has subsequently been used for distilling of Bay Oil.

Significance: Second Order 
Recommended Treatment Preservation 
Preliminary Estimate $5, 000

Latitude 18°21'11" Longitude 65°45'15"

6. Plantation House (H-25, 6)

The Plantation House is a masonry and wood structure with a full story over a partial 
basement. The building is still under roof but in an altered and ruinous condition. It 
measures 30'xlS' and have the remains of a one story addition now in ruins extending 
to the south. A masonry staircase provides access to the main floor from the lower 
grades to the north. The building was the residence of the owners or managers of the 
Cinnamon Bay Plantation. It is §6" west of the still and separated from the factory site 
by the Cinnamon gut which is below the Plantation house and is crossed by a stone bridge.

Significance: Second Order 
Recommended Treatment Preservation 
Preliminary Estimate $5, 000

Latitude 18°21'11" Longitude 65°45'15"

7. Unidentified Building (H-25, 7)

The partial walls of a plastered rubble masonry building 14'xl8' approximately 15' west 
of the plantation house and apparently associated with same. Its functions cannot be 
determined with certainty. It is probably a storehouse as there arevirents slits but no 
windows in the standing walls.

Significance: Third Order 
Recommended Treatment Preservation 
Preliminary Estimate for stabilization $4, 000

Latitude 18O21'11" Longitude 65°45'15"
8. Cookhouse and Bake Oven (H-25, 8)

A cookhouse 12' square with an attached bake oven 6' square extending from the south 
wall is located 9' west of the unidentified building and approximately 35' southwest of 
the plantation house. The walls are plastered rubble masonry. They are in poor con­ 
dition and A the north end of the building has toppled.

PaRe 3 of 7 paRes
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Significance: Third Order 
Recommended Treatment Preservation 
Preliminary Cost Estimate $1,000

Latitude 18°2ril" Longitude 65°45 I 15"

9. Servants Quarters (H-25, 9)

A small rectangular dwelling 12'xl6 T is located 15' west of the cookhouse. It is rubble 
masonry building with the south wall standing to plate height while only fragments re­ 
main of the other walls.

Significance: Third Order 
Recommended Treatment Preservation 
Preliminary Cost Estimate $800

Latitude 18°2ril" Longitude 65°45'15"

10* iGemettftry No. 1 (H-25, 10) Third Order 
llecornmffn
Thirty feet south and uphill from the servants quarters is a small cemetery contaihg 
7 marked graves placed in a row perpendicular to the contours of the hill. The top four 
grave markers are raised plastered masonry structures 6 T 6 Mx2 T 6" raised from two to 
three feet above existing grade and decorated with inset panels on the four sides. Below 
these are three built up masonry but badly deteriorated graves about Z^'x!^" pre­ 
sumedly burials of infants. The cemetery has no defined boundaries.

Significance: Third Order 
Recommended Treatment Preservation 
Preliminary Cost Estimate $BOO

Latitude 18821'11" Longitude 65 O45'15" 
11. Entrance Gate (H-25, 11)

On the North Shore Road directly south of the plantation house are two masonry gateposts 
placed 10' apart. The posts are 2 1 square and 8'9" high. They have a molded base, a 
collar moulding and a slightly projecting pyramid shaped cap. Although crude in exe­ 
cution they are reminiscent of the gatepost found at Reef Bay Great House and in abun­ 
dance on St. Croix where they provide a formal entrance often through an avenue of trees 
or other controlled planting, to the owner or managers residence. Presumedly the area 
between them and the plantation house now occupied by a Park Service trailer residence 
and a large modern cistern that had at one time a more appropriate treatment

Page 4 of 7 pages
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Significance: Third Order 
Recommended Treatment Preservation 
Preliminary Cost Estimate $300

Latitude 18O 21'11" Longitude 65°45'15"
12. Gate House (H-25, 12)

A small dwelling constructed in rubble masonry is located approximately 12' east of the 
entrance gate on the North Shore Road. It is 12'xl8' and appears to have served as a 
gatekeepers lodge. It has a doorway in the wall close to the entrance gate. The south 
wall stands to plate height while the other walls have been retained only partially.

Significance: Third Order 
Recommended Treatment Preservation 
Preliminary Cost Estimate $1,000

Latitude 18O21'J1" Longitude 65°45'15"
13. Bridge (H-25, 13)

A small arched stone and brick bridge crosses the gut that separates the factory and its 
support facilities from the residential area to the west directly east of and about 60' 
from the plantation house. The bridge is in a deteriorated condition and the west abut­ 
ment as well as the top surfaces are badly eroded. The bridge is 4' wide and has a free 
span of 4' 6". It provided pedestrians passage during such period when the gut was in u 
flux.

Significance: Third Order 
Recommended Treatment Preservation 
Preliminary Cost Estimate $1,200

Latitude 18O21'H" Longitude 65°45'15"
14. Cemetery No. 2 (H-25, 14)

A cemetery with nine marked graves and undefined boundaries is located approximately 
600' south of the factory on the east side of the gut. All marked graves have built up 
masonry covers. All are in a deteriorated condition and three of them have disinte­ 
grated to a point where careful search is required to determine the original appearance. 
Four grave markers are plastered mansonry half cylinders of variable lengths placed on 
a common masonry platform raised about 6" above present grade. Two are large aar- 
cophagi raised three feet above existing grade and measure 6jx4' and 3' respectively. 
The larger of these is covered by a limestone slab with the inscription in Danish, "Anna 
Margaretha Hjardemaal, nee Berner, born on St. Croix Nov. 7th, 1785, died the 27th 
of Nov. 1836, Her memory will live in deserved and loving remembrance of her 
deprived family. " page 5 of ? pageg
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Significance: Third Order 
Recommended Treatment Preservation 
Preliminary Cost Estimate $2, 000

Latitude 18°2r7" Longitude 65°45'8"
15. Oxpound (H-25, 15)

The expound is located on the seaward side of the North Shore Road and along the east­ 
ward side of the road that leads down to the warehouse on the shoreline. Only the west, 
south and a short section of the north wall have been preserved. It was a trapezoid en­ 
closure defined by 4" high rubble masonry walls with a gate in both the south and west 
walls. The waHae are in a deteriorated condition and the northeast section of the expound 
has been infringed upon by parking areas and service roads of the Cinnamon Bay 
Campground.

Significance: Third Order 
Recommended Treatment Preservation 
Preliminary Cost Estimate $800

Latitude 18°21'11" Longitude 65°45'15"
16. Well and Drinking Trough No. 1 (H-25, 16)

A well and a drinking trough is located along the west side of the road that from the 
North Shore Road leads down towards the Cinnamon Bay Warehouse and approximately 
500'fnorth of the Oxpound. The well is a circular rubble masonry shaft raised 2'6" 
above grade placed at the north end of the drinking trough. This is a 2" wide plastered 
and raised masonry structure extending 30" south and is parallel to the road.

Significance: Third Order 
Recommended Treatment Preservation 
Preliminary Cost Estimate $200

Latitude 18°21'22" Longitude 65°45'20"
17. Well and Drinking Trough No. 2 (H-25, 17)

Well and drinking trough No. 2 is on the east side of the road that leads down to the 
Cinnamon Bay Warehouse from the North Shore Road and about 150" south of the ware­ 
house. The well is a circular shaft 4'6" in diameter raised 3" above surrounding grade 
and centered in the 30' long drinking trough that is 2' wide and raised 1'6" above grade.

Page 6 of 7 pages
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Significance: Third Order
Recommended Treatment Preservation
Preliminary Cost Estimate $200

18. Cinnamon Bay Warehouse (H-25, 18)
Latitude 18O21'22" Longitude 65°45'20"

Cinnamon Bay Warehouse is located at the center of Cinnamon Bay immediately behind 
the beach. It is connected tb the factory site 330 yards to the southeast by an unpaved 
road. Its date of construction is unknownjpresumedly it was built in the mid-19th cen­ 
tury. The building measures 20'x40'. It is a single story rubble masonry structure with 
a shingle gable roof and shingled wood frame gable ends above the plate high masonry 
walls. The masonry walls throughout are parged and whitewashed. The building has 
two rooms. The larger to the west, the warehouse proper, takes up 3/4 of the interior. 
It has a concrete floor and a large double entry door in the west gable and three small 
shuttered window openings in the north wall. The smaller east room has an entrance 
door in the north wall and windows in the east gable and south wall. The floor is wood 
and it was either office or quarters connected with the warehouse facility. There are 
remains of a small cistern against the south wall of the structure. The building is 
currently used by the park and Cinnamon Bay Campground concession. It is intended by 
the park to be used as an interpretive facility with restoration of the exterior.

Cinnamon Bay Warehouse illustrates a historic usage common to both the sugar and 
cattle plantations on St. John and St. Thomas. The terrain and road conditions of these 
islands made it necessary to both receive supplies and to ship the products of the plant­ 
ation over the beach. Cinnamon Bay Warehouse was the collection point for produce to 
be shipped and the shelter for materials received before dispersion. It is a well pre­ 
served example of a type of structure now generally found only in ruins or in documen­ 
tary references.

Significance: Third Order 
Recommended Treatment Adaptive Restoration 
Preliminary Cost Estimate $10,000

Latitude 18°21'22" Longitude 65°45'20"
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