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The Rutland Jewish Center is a 1-story, gable-roofed, stone 
structure, built in 1889 as a library in the Richardsonian Romanesque 
style. The cruciform-plan building is constructed of load-bearing, 
rock-faced grey marble quarried in V/'est Rutland and laid in random 
coursing,with grey-tinted mortar used throughout. Erected from designs 
by Brunner & Tryon of New York, New York, the former library combines 
the geometrical shapes characteristic of the Richardsonian Romanesque 
style with hand-carved marble ornament and detailing.

The arched entrance portico has a corner pier and Romanesque 
column between the two bays on the Kendall Avenue (north) elevation. 
On this elevation is a centered tower with an open, upper level, whose 
two arches are carried on short Romanesque columns, and a pyramidal 
cap detailed with marble modillions. A large, semi-circular wing 
balances this tower on the opposite side. With the exception of those 
in the wing, all windows are set in arched openings. Through the 
arched entrance portico is an elaborate door surround, outlined with 
large, marble voussoirs. The arched door has wood side panels, hand- 
carved wood detailing, and a lighted archway above. Red slate tile 
roofing is used throughout the original structure. The slopes of the 
gable roof have eyebrow dormers, and the raking eaves are detailed 
with marble coping crowned by a carved finial.

Dedicated in 1927 as the Rutland Jewish Center, the former 
Baxter Memorial Library has since undergone two changes. One, 
evident in the photograph, is the inscriptions on smooth marble panels 
on the building's facade, including "Rutland Jewish Center." The 
second change is a 1956 cinder block addition to the rear of the 
structure to accommodate the need for a social hall. Except for 
these two alterations, the original design of the building is 
preserved, as is the highly-finished interior, featuring golden, 
quartered oak paneling and hand carving throughout. The building 
is well-sited on a corner lot in a residential section near down 
town Rutland.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The H. H. Baxter Memorial Library, now the Rutland Jewish Center, 
is historically significant to the Rutland Community both as a 
building constructed to memorialize a leading 19th century citizen 
and as a building dedicated fifty years ago as a house of worship for 
the Congregation Adath Israel formed in Rutland in 1911. Architect- 
designed in the Richardsonian Romanesque style, popular at the time 
of its construction in 1889, the library is a fine example of period 
architecture, executed in locally-quarried marble.

Mary E. Roberts Baxter survived her husband, Horace Henry, for 
eleven years following his death in 1884, after a long career as a 
financier in New York City. She had the library built in his memory. 
Although Baxter had sold his interest in the Rutland Marble Company 
by 1863 and taken up residence in New York, he continued to spend 
summers in Rutland at his mansion, formerly located across Kendall 
Avenue from the library and since demolished. He was extremely active 
in local civic affairs while residing in Rutland. His widow engaged 
Walter Pomeroy to select the books for the planned library which task 
he completed in 1891. Apparently the library was opened to the public 
around 1895, the year of the opening of Library Avenue.

There is no known record of how the library fared following the 
death of Mary Baxter in 1895. In 1927 the Jewish community of Rutland 
purchased the library and changed the name of their congregation from 
Adath Israel to the Rutland Jewish Center, Inc. The domed wing was 
made the synagogue itself with the addition of the ark and new oak 
benches, the latter being replaced in 1948. Various improvements to 
the interior were made subsequently, including the addition of lighting 
fixtures in the synagogue in 1946.

The Rutland Jewish Center is an excellent example of a sympathetic 
re-use of a formal, quasi-public building. The structure is signifi 
cantly reflective of its 19th century origins and its 20th century 
present use.
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