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The Charles F. Douglas House in Norridgewock, designed by Charles F. Douglas
for himself and built in 1868, is perhaps the finest example of the Italian Villa
style in inland Maine.

The house is of frame construction with gabled roof, clapboard siding, and
granite foundation; two internal brick chimneys are present. A conspicuous feature
is an asymmetrically placed 3-story square tower with hipped roof and match-board
siding.

There are two entrances to the house, one ofi the south side facing a driveway,
the other on the east side of the tower. Both entrances consist of single doors
with simple trim. Other trim on the building, however, is typically ornate. The
cornice of the tower is bracketed and denticulated, as is the cornice of the house
proper and that of the porch. The one=story porch wraps around the east end of the
building, from the tower ddor to the south entrance. Highly ornate paired columns,
square in section and supported By woeden pedestals, suppert the powch. Two bands
of wooden molding separate the second and third stories of the tower}between these,
on each side of the tower, are oval painted panels. In the building's east gable
is a blind dircular window.

Fenestration is varied. Simply~framed 2/2 windows predéminate. In the second
story of the tewer there is a tall, narrow 1/1 axched window on each side; in the
third story these are smaller- and are paired on each side. The first story of the
north side of the hause, just west of the tower, contains a 3wsided bay window with
1/1 sash.

The driveway to the south of the house leads to a two<story barn with hipped
roof and cupola. The detail here is restrained,but it complements that of the
house,

The Charles F. Douglas House is in excellent conditfon. It is a remarkable
building in a relatively remote location.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The C.F. Douglas House is a rare and fine example of Italian Villa style archi-
tecture in inland Maine.
in the state and these'are ‘mostly located in the more cosmopolitan coastal region.
They are also, with few exceptions, less well executed than this particular design.

This particular style is represented by very few examples

The reason for the quality of this house becomes clear when it is understood that
it was designed for himself by Charles F. Douglas, an architect of rare talents, the
brevity of wliose career may be responsible for the fact that he is less well known
than some of his less gifted contemporaries.

Born in Brunswick, Maine, Douglas was educated at Foxcroft Academy and grew up on

his father's farm in nearby Dever.
builder for three years.
ject independently for a number of years while working as a carpenter builder.

At the age of 18 he was apprenticed to a house
He bBecame fascinated with architecture and studied the sub-

In the

early 1860's he opened an architectural office in Skowhegan and in 1866 built his home

in Norridgewock on land abutting that of his wife's parents.

Examples of his work

at this time, mostly domestic but including the Methodist Church in Waterville, show

him to be very much in tune with the latest fashions in architecture.

His talents in design were apparently not matched by business acumen for in 1869,

after residence of only a year, he lest his house in bankruptcy.

The following year he

established an office in Lewiston and during the next three years produced building

designs remarkable in both quality and quantity.

These included the Barker Mill, Auburn's first textile manufidetory, and the Con-~
tinental Mill in Lewiston. Both of these were large edifices characterized by extensive
decoratdve detail. He also designed the Somerset County Courthouse in Skowhegan, the
New Savings Bank Building and the Gilman Block in Waterville and the large Central Fire
Station in Lewiston. Another notable commission was the Glover House in Rockland, a
stylish Mansard dwelling which became a local showplaee. All of this work was charac~
terized by decorative refinement, a high level of good taste, and careful atéention to
detail.

For reasons unknown, “though passibly financial, Douglas suddenly moved to Phila-
delphia in 1874, where he appears in city directories through the years as a dealer in
building supplies but does not seem to have further pursued the architectural career
which for a brief time had seemed so brilliant. He died in the first decade of this
century.
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