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Built in 1913 from designs by John Calvin Stevens I, Maine l s most prominent 
late 19th-early 20th-century architect, the Hyde Mansion (or "Elmhurst", as its 
first owner called it) in Bath is a dramatic example of Colonial Revival archi 
tecture. The mansion, which faces north, is a large brick structure 
(with wood and concrete trim) of 2^ stories with a full basement, capped by a hipped 
gable foof . In plan the mansion is a long rectangle which is oriented north-south 
with a pair of wings on the west side connected with each other by a one-story 
enclosed porch. At the north entrance is a porte cochere supported by paired 
brick columns square in section. A modern two-story wing has been added recently 
to the south side of the mansion; this wing in proportion and materials is very 
compatible with the original part of the building. A balustraded terrace is pre 
sent on the west, north, and east sides of the mansion.

Two large external brick chimneys are present on the west side; two others 
straddle the south wing. A chimney was originally present on the left side of the 
north side; this has been removed without damaging the fabric of the building.

Most of the fenestration in the first and second stories is 8/8 Aconcrete 
lintels and sills in imitation of granite or sandstone. There is a fine Palladian 
window in the center of the west elevations second story. A series of eight-paned 
French doors characterize the enclosed porch of the same side. In the center of the 
half story on each of the four sides is a gabled dormer window with fan-light. At 
cellar level, below the balustrade of the terrace, is a series of rectangular win 
dows, wider than they are tall.

The grounds of the Hyde Mansion, designed by Carl Rust Parker, of Portland, 
feature a formal garden approached from the west side of the house via a series of 
ornate terraces with brick retaining walls and stairways.

The interior of the mansion is in -keeping with its grand neo-Georgian ex 
terior, with a large central hall providing access to a drawing room, library, and 
parlors. A handsome double stairway leads to the second floor. Detail is rich 
everywhere: fine wainscotting and panelling, ornate plaster ceilings. On July 
29, 1975 a disastrous fire gutted much of the first floor. Nearly two years later 
the best expertise and modern technologies have carefully restored the damaged 
areas to their original appearance.
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"Elmhurst", the great Colonial Revival mansion and landmark in Bath, was 
built in 1913 by John Sedgwick Hyde, son of Gen, Thomas Worcester Hyde,founder of 
the famous Bath Iron Works shipbuilding facility. This ambitious country house, 
typical of the period was designed by John Calvin Stevens, Maine*s most noted 
architect and erected on the site of an earlier "Elmhurst" erected by John S. 
Hyde T s grandfather, Zina Hyde, on a 160 acre estate seventy years earlier.

Thomas W. Hyde, a graduate of Bowdoin College, joined the Union Army in the 
early days of the Civil War and served throughout the conflict in most of the major 
conflicts in the eastern theater. He rose rapidly through the ranks to command a 
brigade in the Second Division of the Sixth Army.

Upon retirement from military service he leased a small iron foundry in Bath 
which by 1884 became Bath Iron Works, Ltd., devoted to the construction of steel 
hulled ships. Between 1884 and 1902, B.I.W. produced 42 vessels including passen 
ger steamers, yachts, lightships,tugboats, and 14 ships of various kinds for the U.S. 
Navy.

In 1902 the company was purchased by Charles M. Schwab, President of Bethlehem 
Steel as part of the ill-fated United States Shipbuilding Trust which he was assem 
bling. Anti-trust actions by the Federal Government and Schwab f s own ineptness 
brought about a collapse of the enterprise and the Bath facility closed temporarily.

It was purchased in 1905 by John S. Hyde who launched the courageous and suc 
cessful venture of restoring Bath Iron Works to its former position of esteem in 
the shipbuilding world. A man of business acumen, public spirit and technical skill, 
Hyde brought to the company its greatest period of success which continued after his 
death in 1917.

In addition to many other vessels, Bath Iron Works built 25 destroyers for the 
Navy just prior to and during World War I. In the 1920's numerous private yachts 
including J.P. Morgan's famous "Corsair" were built and after the onset of the 
Depression B.I.W. turned to the construction of fishing vessels and Coast Guard 
patrol boats. In 1937 attention was focussed on^Bath during the building of the 
famous J Class yacht "Ranger" which successfully defended the America's Cup that 
fall.

Beginning in 1941 Bath Iron Works devoted all energies to rapidly expanding 
destroyer construction and from 1942 to 1945 launched two DD's every month, a fantr- 
as,ti<c record ^or what had b,een a relatively small yard. In all,89 of these ships
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slid down the ways at Bath during these years. Although John S. Hyde was 
not alive to see this feat, he, more than anyone else was responsible for 
creating the industry which made it possible.

"Elmhurst", now the home of the Hyde School, a secondary preparatory in 
stitution, stands as a monument to the talent and vision of its builder, John 
S. Hyde, and his illustrious father.


