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The site nominated is the exact location of t^ie first diamond/drill hole on 
the Mesabi Range put down in the $&?% of the Jwf% of Section 34-, Township 
59 North, Range 14 West, St. Louis County, Minnesota. Edmund J, Longyear 
drilled to a depth of 1293 feet between June 1 and December 9, 1890.

The"drilling exploration work was performed on behalf of the Longyear 
Mesabi Land and Iron Company formed in 1887 by John Munro Longyear of Marquette, 
Michigan, a cousin of Edmund J. Longyear. Hundreds of feet of taconite core 
1 1/8 inch in diameter were recovered from the exploratory hole but since 
taconite f s day was not to come until decades later, plans for further work - 
were abandoned.

Recent formation^ of the East Range Historical Society and the desire of 
Albert Stimac, president of this organization, to restore this original site 
led to a joint undertaking by the East Range Historical Society, Erie Mining 
Company, Longyear Company and other organizations to reconstruct the drill site 
for public examination and layout. The preparation has now been completed and. 
includes a placement over the original hole of a drill rig duplicating the 
original 1890 drill outfit. Equipment includes a drill platform, steam operated 
drill machine, steam pump, Minnesota churn buck and steam boiler fueled by 
wood. An authentic tripod configuration used for pulling drill rod, is also 
set up.



SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD
—PREHISTORIC
—1400-1499
—1500-1599
—1600-1699

—1700-1799 
X_1800-1899 
_1900-

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
_ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC
—ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC
—AGRICULTURE

—ARCHITECTURE

—ART

—COMMERCE
_COMMUNICATIONS

—COMMUNITY PLANNING

—CONSERVATION
—ECONOMICS 

_±E"DUCATION 

^.ENGINEERING
—EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT

—LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE

—LAW
—LITERATURE

—MILITARY

—MUSIC

—PHILOSOPHY
—IPOLITICS/GOVERNMENT

—INVENTION

—RELIGION ,
—SCIENCE

—SCULPTURE
—SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
—THEATER

—TRANSPORTATION 
?_OTHER (SPECIFY)
Mineral exploration 
in early development 
of Mesabi Range,

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT Minnesota

The Mesabi. Range was a significant factor in the production of iron ore 
for consumption in the United States for over 50 years. It was a major element 
in shaping the future of Minnesota as well as the United States.

E. J. Longyear's first diamond core drill hole was the beginning of many 
thousands of exploration holes he put down in northern Minnesota. No other 
man contributed as much to the vital exploration and development of this valuable 
iron ore resource.

The first diamond core drill hole is recognized as the beginning of a 
mining era which continues today.



Mesabi Pioneer; Reminiscences, by Edmund Longyear published by the Minnesota 
Historical Society, 1951.

E.J. Longyear Diary, unpublished.

Longyear Company "News Bits", July-August, 1975.
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