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Located in a prominent location within Hutchinson's Public Square, the 
Hutchinson Public Library is a one story on a high basement rectangular 
building of buff colored brick and limestone construction. The front facade 
of the library is five bays wide. The combination gable and hip roof is of 
asphalt shingle with ornamental crested ridges.

Neo-Classic exterior ornamentation consists of a full pediment over the 
recessed entry, Roman doric columns at the entry, Roman doric pilasters at 
each corner of the building, a limestone sill course, limestone linteled windows 
and doors and a full entablature.

Library facilities are housed on the first floor with offices occupying 
the basement level. The central or main section of the first floor contains 
a series of columns forming an impressive colonnaded atrium. Open stacks and 
reading rooms are arranged to the north and south of this colonade.

The library is in an excellent state of preservation.



[1 SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD
—PREHISTORIC

—1400-1499

—1500-1599

—1600-1699 

_1700-1799

—1800-1899 

E.1900-

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
_ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC

—ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC

—AGRICULTURE 

^ARCHITECTURE 

_ART

—COMMERCE

—COMMUNICATIONS

—COMMUNITY PLANNING

—CONSERVATION

—ECONOMICS 

^EDUCATION

—ENGINEERING

—EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT

—INDUSTRY 

_INVENTION

—LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE

—LAW

—LITERATURE

—MILITARY

—MUSIC

—^PHILOSOPHY

—POLITICS/GOVERNMENT

—RELIGION

—SCIENCE
—SCULPTURE

_SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN

—THEATER

—TRANSPORTATION

—OTHER (SPECIFY)

SPECIFIC DATES 1904-present BtmtrEft/ARCHITECT E.S. Stebbins

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The significance of the Hutchinson Public Library lies both in the 
role that it has played in the intellectual and cultural growth of the 
town of Hutchinson and in the architectural style which it represents.

The Hutchinson Public Library had its origin in 1874, when the pro 
ject for a public library was first broached by the town's earliest 
settlers. Prior to the construction of this builjding in 1904 the library 
was housed in the back room of a local drttg store and in the public school. 
In 1903, A.J. Carnegie donated $10,000 to the town of Hutchinson for a 
public library building. Hutchinson voted to accept the gift and to con 
struct the building in the public square. E.S. Stebbins, a prominent 
Minnesota architect during the last quarter of the nineteenth century 
was commissioned to design the library. In June of 1904 the Neo-Classic 
library was formally dedicated.

In November of 1976 the Hutchinson City Council unanimously passed a 
resolution endorsing the nomination of the library to the National Register 
of Historic Places and stated its interest in preserving the building for 
future generations to enjoy.
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