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<, Location } ) ,

Street & Number: 49, 57, 59, 58-60, 62, 64~ 68, 70- 74, 95 Main

Streety 13-17, 21 23é 25-33, 45, 53, 75, 79 Park Place Westj; 20,
9

30, 32, %0, 4b, 56, 6b, 74 Park Place East; 95, 98, 101, 106 North
Main S%ree%; winsted Green (East End Park); and Center Burying
Cround. '
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lList of Properties and Property Owners included in Winsted Green Historic District,
Winsted, CT . .

Information taken from Town of Winchester Grand List dated October 1, 1976.
.~ i

‘ v ‘ Historical
Assessor's . Address of Property . Name and Address of B Signif. to the
Lot No. ’ Property Owner District
East of Winsted'Greeq, north to south
Block 23 106 No. Main St, ‘Louise R. Carpenter, est. Yes

Lot 1 c/o Althea L. Hennequin, ex.
- Box 43, Goshen, CT 06756

George J. Green Lo

47 Cherry st. .- i ' L%

Winsted, CT 06098 ‘ a :

Block 80
ot 1 98 No. Main St. , Sun 0il Company, 1608 Walnut St., No -
Philadelphia, PA ;
Lot 1A 180 Holabird & Stavnitzky Motors, Inc., 19 " No.
Park Place Oakdale Ave., Winsted, CT
{behind 98 No. Main St.) : ’
Lot 2 74 Park Place Winsted Hebrew Sick Benefit Society No~
: 74 Park Place, Winsted, CT
Lot 3 66 Park Place John P. Wilusz, 292 Church St., . - Yes e
- Torrington); CT 06790 .
Lot 4 56 Park Place Albertine Goulet, 56 Park Place, Yes P@ .
Winsted, CT 06098 oo
Lot 5 46 Park Place Laura C. and Salvo J. English, Yes
46 Park Place, Winsted, CT
Lot 6 40 Park Place Belinda Holmes, 40 Park Place, Yes
Winsted, CT
Lot 7 32 Park Place J. Philippe & Jeanette B. Goulet,

32 Park Place, Winsted, CT
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Lot No. o ‘ Property Owner District 5
| '
1 o
Block 80 : . R
Lot 8 | 20 Park Place and State of Connecticut, Dept. Yes -
' Albert School of Public Works ;
Block 11 I ‘ ‘ ;: ‘
Lot 1 Park _ Winsted Green : Yes RECER S

Town of Winchesterx i

\n

West Side of Winsted Green south to north (Park Place West, North Main St. and
Park Place are the same street) :

Block 12 o
Lot 18 13-17 Park Place West Therese L. Mackstutis Yes
© Joseph J. Benyail : . -
58-60 Main St., Winsted :
Lot 20 .21 No. Main St. Ethel P. Rosansky, 238 Holabird | No
(Park Place West) Ave., Winsted, CT b
Lot 20 23 No. Main St. : Ethel P. Rosansky, 238 Holabird No ;
Ave., Winsted, CT g
Lot 21 37 Park Place ’ Edna J. Nichols, 37 Park Yes
Place West, Winsted, CT
Lot 22 45 Park Place Herbert Humphries Yes
M. Loretta Humphries
45 Park Place, Winsted, CT
Lot 23 53 No. Main St. Crosby S. Peck Yes

125 La Salle Road
West Hartford, CT
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Assessor's Address of Property

* Lot No.
Lot 7 Cemetery
Lot 4 Cemetery

Lot 24 75 No. Main St.

~and 25
Block 18
Lob=7" 79 Park Place
Lot 6 95 No. Main St.
Block 17
Lot 8 101 No. Main St.

Main Street, north side, west east

Block 12 L S
Lot 17 70-74 Main St.

Lot 18 64-68 Main St.

Lot 19 62 Main St.

Lot 19 58-60 Main St.

- Name and Address of
Property Owner

Town of Winchester
Town of Winchester
Helen Blodgett

75 No. Main St., Winsted

N. Gary Jamieson

Joan Miller, 79 Park Place, Winsted

First Congregational Church, Inc.

95 No. Main St., Winsted, CT

Town of Winchester

John B. Murray

John -Parisi

John Z. Sweeney

70 Main St., Winsted

George J. Nicholas
Francis P. Nicholas
35 Park Place
Winsted, CT

Therese L. Mackstutis
Joseph J. Bonyail
58-60 Main St., Winsted, CT

Therese L. Mackstutis
Joseph J. Bonyai
58-60 Main St., Winsted, CT

Historical
Signif. to the

District

Yes
.Yes )

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yeé

Yes

Yes
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Agsessor's Address of Property Name and Address of : Signif. to the
" Lot No. _ Property Owner District
Main Street, south side, west to east
Block 70 :
Lot 25 95-97 Main St. Arrow-Hart, Inc. , ‘ Yes
AKA Harthind Corp. '
95-97 Main St. N
Winsted, CT * ;
Block 74 59 Main St. Genevieve Bobinski No St
Lot 1 : 210 Dorothy Drive ’ f*'?m
Torrington, CT 06790 P
Lot 2A 57 Main St. Albert J. Cappabianca, est. No
: . Albert F. Cappabianca ‘
57 Main St. ‘ , o
Winsted, CT v
Lot 2 49—51 Main St. - Nicholas Bonadies Yes

57 Granville Road
Tolland, MA
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. CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE

X EXCELLENT _.DETERIORATED —UNALTERED % ORIGINAL SITE
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN} PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Winsted Green Historic District comprises the Winsteg Grean,
also known as East End Park, and the varied neighborhood around this
park. Buildings included in the district either actually face the green
or are so close to it that they contribute visually to enclosing it.

The Center Burying Cround, a csemetery founded in the late .18th century, is
part of the district since its entrance at 61 Park Place West is opposite
the green, The }Mad River forms part of the southern border of the dis-
trict, while the Still River is its eastern border.

The green is an attractively landscaped park shaped in plan some-
what like an elongated triangle. It is separated from surrounding streets
by a simple fence with masonry posts and metal ralls, Through it pass
straight paths bordersd by grass; yards with trees. On the axis of the
north~south path which passes approximately throurh tha center of the
green are an archsztectonic watsr fountain, a soldier's monument, a band-
stund, and a late 19th century fountain. The path circles around the
most picturesque of thase: the soldier's monument crowned by a figure af
a Union soldiser and the threse-tler fountain. The bandstand is a racent
addition although a bandstand of very dififerent design had besh on the
green earlier, The existing bandstand, a raissd masonry platform with
railing, is a too massive design for the small scale park.

There is considerable variety in ths density of development in
the distriet. It contains a lot of open space due to the green and the
cemetery. In addition, development around most of the gresn is not
dense. Most of the 28 principal buildings are fres-standing and set-
back from the sidewalks in spaclous, landscaped yards. However, the
go ithwest section of the district has a different character. Hers,
development is denser and buildings are attachad or closely spaced.

Th:y do not have yardsj instead their facades abut the sidewalk. The
southwast section contains all the district's 9 structures with commer-

cizl uses as well as a factory. The raest of the district has a resi-
dential character. The only function there not compatible in function

is a gas station located on the southeast corner of North Main Street

and Holabird Avenue. In the residential section of the district in

addition to 10 housas retaining their original functions there are two
houses ( 101 North Main Street and 20 Park Place East) now used &s’

off'ices by educational groupsS. Also located here are the Northwest
Connecticut Community College ( in the Uilbert School building) and

two ecclesiastical structuras,.

: Over half of the principal buildings were erectsd before 1900.

Five ware built betwean 1809 and 1845, five between 1846~ 70, and

six betwesn 1571~ 1399, 8ix of thes twelve 20th century buildings were
erected before 1930. One of the buildings categorized as a post 1930
structure, 40 Park Place East, may be a remodeling of the 1816 James .
Claveland House, but it is so altered that it appears to be a 20th .
century colonial revival design, Unfortunately five of the six post %
1¢€30 structures are intrusions incompatible with earlier structures. R
Tre intrusion ratio is 6: 28, L

See Continuation Shesst 2
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Winsted Gresn Historic District, Winsted, CT.

7. Dascription

The four Federal Period buildings in the district ( 62 Main
Strest; the Seldon Kinney House, 45 Park Place Westj 79 North Main
Stre:ty and 66 Park Place West) ara two-story structures with gable
ends facing the streat, All are pleasingly proportioned vernacular
designs. Three are frame houses, while 02 Main Streest, the former
Roeckwell Academy building, 1s brick. Unfortunately only the extsrior
of the Xinney Houss is well praeserved and even it has a later porch.

The Gideon Hall, Jr., Houss at 49 Main Street is an excellent
example of an elaborate, provincial manifestation of the Greek Revival
style. It.is a very dignifieg frame structure composad of a csntral
blocr with Doric colonnade flanked by side wings. It is possible that
the wert wing, while of compatible design, is a later addition since it
does not appear in 1350's woosdcuts showing the house. These woodecuts
show a now missing balustrade on the hipped rocf of the main block in
addition to the existing central cupola. Unfortunately this important
hsuse, now convertad to apartments, is not well maintained and recent
structures crowd it. ’

Tha five buildings datinz from 1840~ 70 are well-pressrved examples
of picturesque domestic architecture in the romantic tradition popularized
by A. J. Downing. The irregularly massed frame house at 75 Park Place
West is a fineGothic Revival design accentsed by window hoods and exposed
decorative fraﬁing.in ths gables. Of the three frame Italianate houses
( 101 North Main Street, 32 Park Place East, and 20 Park Place East)

20 Park Flace Eacst is the most fanciful dus to the inventive, furniture-
like columns of its entrance and porch. Ths George W. Phelps House at
53 Bark Place West is an elaborate Stick Style building. Its exterior
is enlivened by gables, dormers, bracing, verandas, and bay windows,

The six buildings aerected between 1871- 1899 do not have the
domestic scale of earlier buildings in the district. This group contains
no houses, but four commercial buildings, one factory, and one school.
Cnl: the Gilbert School is located outside the more densely devéloped
southwest section of the district. While only one of the earlier builde
ings in the district is masonry, half of thess late 19th century bulldings
are, including thes two largest buildings in the district: the brick

Stroag Manufacturing Company building and ths brick with rock-faced stone )
founiation Gilbert School building., These late 19th century buildings !
are rapresentative examples of good late Victorian commercial, industrial, F

and institutional architecture. The Baird & Woodruff Block ( 70- 74 Main
Strezt) and the adjacent double-gabled blocx at 64%- 66 Main Stras :
intarasting examples Hf Two vary different architectural medes popular 1
in the 1870's. The Ralrd & Woodruff Bloek is a restrained Second Empire

Sag Continuation Shsat 3 :
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Winsted Green Historic District, Winsted, CT.

7. Dascription = Continuved from Continuation Shsst 2
design with mansard roof and planar wall surfaces due to flush board
siding. In contrast, the High Victorian Gothic style neighboring
building has agitated wall surfaces due to constructural polychromy.
The Strong Manufacturing Company building erscted in 1873 is a large

3% story gable-roofed structure with the sturdy dignity associatad
witn quality utilitarian architecture. 1Its four-story west wing was
pronably added in the 1000's., Unfortunately, awkward 20th century al-
teration of its tower has detracted from its appearance. The Norton
Block (56- 60 Main Streat) and the large frame bullding at 13- 17 Park
FPlsce West hava alsn had unfortunate 20th century alterations. Both
of these bulldings have apartments above the first-story commercial
space. The double-gabled Main Street facade of the Norton block is a
simplification of the composition of 6Y%- 65 Main Street. This building
retains its picturesque cupola. The Waln facade of the building at
13- 17 Park Place West is an orderad composition with slightly pro-
jec:ing central pedimented pavilion., This butldinz represents the chang-
ing architectural taste at ths end of the 19th century‘away from agitated
forns and eclectic exuberance to formalistic designs with calmer sil-
housttes. TheGilbert School building of 189%- 95 with its simplicity
of osutline and massing is another example of this trend, With its
mixing of Romanesque Reivival and Renalssance Revival featurss, this
building is typiczl of late 19th century institutional architecture
found in many American communities. '

Four of th2 six buildings in the district erectsd during the
first dascades of the 20th century ars frame houses. Thrase of the houses
( 42 and 96 Parkx Place East, and 106 North Main Street) are pleasing
desizns with some architectural embellishment, They are typlcal examples
of middle-class housing of their period and are harmonious with earlisr
buildings in the district. The other housz ( 25 Park Place West) is ty=-
plecal of turn-of-the-century working class housing, but its first-story
~.ac baan remodeled into a grocery store. The most important building
in the district erected durin~ the early 20th century is the First
Conrregational Church edifice built in 19~ 1903 naar the north end
of the green, This Romanesqus Ravival buillding has an irregular mass
with corner towsr. While this rock-facaed stone bullding may lack
genaral coherence it does have considsrabvls visual impact due to its
massive, plastic form.

Post World War II buildings in the district are gensrally not
compatible with the historic scene. Unfortunately a fast food restau=-
rar- (Dairy Queen) has occupied an important corner by the south end of - :
the green since about 1955, 1In the 1960's another poorly designed

Sae Continuation Shest 4
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Winsted Green Historlc District, Winsted, CT.

7. Dascription Continued froi Continuation Sheet 3

commarcial building has been srected east of the Dairy Quesn building,
further crowding the very important Hall House., Tha one-story commer-
cial building at 21 Park Place West has no embellishments to diminish
the stark appearance of 1ts ugly facade. The long, horizontal lines of
the ome-story Temple Beth Israel building erscted in 1957- 58 are in-
compatible in this district of 2 to four-story buildings., A ras station
of one~story colonial revival design has bean an intrusion in the resi-
dential ssction of the district since the mid 194%0's., 1In recent years
Its visual impact has increased due to the eraction of large additions.

GPO 892 455
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Since 1799 when the construction of the Green Wood Turnpike stimu-
lated its development, the arsa comprising the Winstsed Green Historic
District has been one of mixad uses containing stores and factories as
well as residences, churches, schools, and a burying ground. The pic~
turesque gresn, a notable landscaped arsa witsa fountains and monuments,
is tne2 district's focal point. Scattered around it ares noteworthy
examples of 19th century domestic and commercial architecture whoss
gquality is a reminder of the prosperity brought to Winsted by its man-
ufacturing. Amana specific examples deserving mention are the Gideon
Hall Jr. House ( 49-Main Street), Greszk Revivalj the Italianate houss
at 20 Park Place East with original vernacular detailssj the George W,
Fhelps House, Stick Style; and the Baird& Woodruff Block ( _70- 74 Main
Strezt), Second Empire. Unfortunately the high quality of 19th century
suiliines is not found in post 1930 structuraes in the district.

Prior to the opening of the Gresn Wood Turnpike jin 1799, settle-
ment in Winsted had focused on Wallen's Hill, east of the Still Hiver
and where the meetinghouse was located. However, the turnpike which
follswed the present Main Street, was part of the heavily used highway
betwa2en Hartford and Albany and stimulated development on the level
araa south of it and west of the Still River. WVear the crossroads of
the turnpike and a new six-rod wide road built on the west side of the
Still River, a meetingh-use was pbuilt in 1000~ 1805 and in 1&03 a tavern
was 2rected. (Zoth buildin~s no longer stand.)

The open area near the meetin~house was used as a parade ground.
2y 1:02 the green had teken definite form when this land was purchased
'"to be kept forever as a public parada."'}

Gradually a villa~e grew up around the grsen and Winsted became
a prosperous manufacturing town duz to the easily available water power
frorm the Mad and Still Rivsars and to convanient transportation. Nine-
tganth century builders saw no ne=d to separate residences from factories
and ztores thérefore from the beginning buildinge of varying functions
wara arected around the green,

Very fesw early 19th century buildinzs remain since thsy have
bgen replaced or extensively altered. The gavle-ended Federal Period
hous: at 45 Park ilacs Wast is the oldest building in the district
rataining architectural integrity. It was erected in 1816 by Sheldon
Yennay. The houszs at 66 and 40 Park Place East may have been serectad
about the same time, but 20th century altsrations have reduced their
significance. Another altered building, but one of considerable local

historical interast,. is the small .two-story brick comgerce L
SESrSTHatn Strest. 1tSwde edBatla MR féSayas AcE.SomyeEsdal  §hphcture

e T e .
Sea Continuation ®haest 5
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8. Significance
well known as Rockwell's Academy after beiny purchased by Henry E.

Rockwell in 1830. A woodcut of the Winsted ‘Cresn in John W. Barber's
Cornecticut Historical Collections (1336) shows this gable-ended struc-
ture with a now missing cupola.
The Grask Revival house at 40 Main Strest which faces the south
encd of the green is ong of the most architecturally distinguished build-
Ings in Winsted. This imposing house with a2 two-story colonnade of Doric
columns extendinz the full width of its main block was built about 1840
by *ideon Hall, Jr. EHall, a aduate of Litchfield Law School, hsd
opened his law offica on The hﬂnsbed Gresn about 1830. (The law office
building is Fone .} He subsequently became a judgs.
In 1845 the gresan was enlarved when the mestinrhouse was movad
from it. Additional improvements were made in 1858. In the late 19th
ceritury a very attractive fountain was added and in 1690 a soldier's
mor:ument designed by Georse C. Bissell of Ponghkeapsie, New York, was
pl cad at 1its south end.
During the mid-19th century a number of houses in a variety of
the romantic sityles popularized by A. J. Downing were erected around
the grean. <the house at 75 Park Place West is a Gothic Revival design,
while the Italianate style is representad oy the housss at 101 lorth
Main Strset and at 20 and 32 Park Place East, The house at 20 Park Place
East, now usad for offices by Northwest Connecticut Community Collezs,
is a particularly pleasing example of verncular architecture. Its antrance
an@broch hHave wvery original co]umn rasembling elongatsad vase-shaped
legs of furniture. The Georce W, Phelps Housa at 53 Park Place West is
a uclL-preserved exuberant axampls of the Stick Style lacking only a
prcoer choice of paint color.
~ After 1679 most commercial buildinrs clustered at the southwest
adra of tha grean were replaced by larrzr commercial structuras, The
Baird & Woodruff Block at 70- 74 Jain Stre=t is a rasstrainad Second
Empire design with flush board siding and plain pilasters. Its neigh-
boring High Victorian Cothic Revival style buildins at H4=- 68 Main Street
is 2 brick building with constructural polychromy. Unfortunately the
large frame corner oulldine ( 56- 70 Main Street) has baen covared
with unattractive aluminum siding, but iLs cupola sug-aests former :
chzrm, The pleasing proportions of the cantral pavilionad building at ;
13- 17 Park Plece Wert are not hidden by its unattractive siding. In S
18%3 the Strong Manufacturing Company buildinz was erectsd on the south-
wa st corner of Rowley Streat and sailn Strezt, a site which backed up’
to :rhe Mad Rivar and on which zarlier indusirial enterprises had bsan
tocsted, This bu’ldine with its west addition iz a fine example of

Sae Continuation Sheat 6
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Winsted Green Historic District, Winsted, CT.

8, vignificance  Continued from Continuation Sheet 5
late 19th century industrial architecture despits the clumsy 20th cen-
tury alteration to ths roof of its tower.

In 1894~ 95 the Gilbert School building was erectaed at the
southeast edge of the green. There had been earlier schools in builde
ings around the grean, but the erection of this building insured that
the area remalned the educational center of the community. The large
vellow brick building with features of both the Romanesqus and Rennais-
sancs Revival styles first housed a privately endowsd, frea secondary
school and sincs 1965, the Northwest Connecticut Community College.

The existing Congregational Church was eracted in 1907~ 1903 at
the north end of the green. Although not a buildins of outstanding
desizn quality, the assymmetiically massed Romanesque Revival structure
1s &¢n effective visual anchor to this end of the green, Several houses
were eracted along the sast side of the green in the early 20th century.
While not significant architecturally, they harmoniza with earlier
structuras. _

Unfortunately most buildings erected around the (reen sincs
World War II are of inferior architectural quality and are intrusive
elements, Thay inc’ude a gas station, a soft ice cream store, and a low
synevogus building which replaced an earlier church building. The
bandstand eracted on the grsen about 1970 and anlarged in 1976 is not
an zesthatically appealing structurs, but as the site of outdoor per-

- forrances it contribut:s to the continuing vitality of the grsen as
an important gathering place.
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IMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Maps in the collection of the Winchester Historical Soceity including
those of 1852, 1059, 1487, 1892, 1397, and 1909.

Bmily Pnr}qns foberts, Winsted (‘reen and Its Neighborhood, 1800- 13459,

" Wirsted, Ct.: 1935. Printed for the Tercentenary of the State of CT.

4 Tour to Flaces of Historlc Interast in the Town of Winchester. lade
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UTM REFERENCES

See continuation sheet
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION - Sea Continuation ocheet &

The district is bound on the south by a line drawn through the center of
the 1ad River to a point about 75' east of 49 Main Street thence northerly
to Maiin Street and thence egsterly to ths middle of the Still River; on
the west by a line immediately west of the Danna Electric Company build»
ing (9% Main Strest) extending east on Hain Street and then north coin-
ciding with part of the propertg lines of 70~ 74% Main Street, 21 Main
Stre:t, and the Center Burying Yround, then east across Grove Street
LISTALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE I
STATE CODE COUNTY ' CODE
{FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE
T. Rosbins Brown Consultant in Architsctural History
ORGANIZATION DATE -
Connacticut Historical Commission Septembar 1976
STREET & NUMBER . TELEPHONE
59 South Prospact Street 302-566-3005
CITY OR TOWN STATE
Hartford ‘ Connecticut

FYASTATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION ~ -
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATEIS: o -

NATIONAL ___. STATEJ(_ LOCAL : "

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 {Public Law B3-665), 1
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evsluated according to the

criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Servic
STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER SIGNATURE %’ A/ W e

TITLE S AL DATE T 3. 7 977
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In*arviews with Mr. Ted Vaill and rir. Rex Little, August 4, 1976, Notes
in files of T. Robins Brown.,
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10. Jeographical Data
Verb=zl Boundary Description

to tne property lines of 79 Park Flace West and 95 North Main Street
(First Gongregational Church), and east across Holabird Avenue to the
proparty line of 101 North Main Streset; on the north by the north
prop:rty lines of 101 and 106 North haln Street; and on the south by
a line drawn through the center of the Still #iver,

UTM REFERENCES

WINSTED GREEN HISTORIC DISTRICT,

A 18660882 4642950
B 18660960 4642598
C 18660859 4642580
D 18660828 4642518
E 18660668 4642545
F 18660668 4642602
G 18660719 4642619
H 18660723 4642690
I 18660640 4642700
J 18660660 4642840
K 18660758 4642821
L 18660782 4642958
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