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CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS
_DISTRICT X-PUBUC - X-OCCUPIED
X8UILDINGISJ _PRIVATE _UNOCCUPIED

—STRUCTURE —BOTH —WORK IN PROGRESS
—SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE
—OBJECT _IN PROCESS X-YES: RESTRICTED

—BEING CONSIDERED —YES: UNRESTRICTED 

	—NO

PRESENT USE
—AGRICULTURE XMUSEUM
—COMMERCIAL —PARK
—EDUCATIONAL —PRIVATE RESIDENCE
_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS
—GOVERNMENT —SCIENTIFIC

iTION

IIUTARV _OTI

HOWNER OF PROPERTY
NAME Town of. Rooky Hill

1 RLEII NUMBER
,Jlqcky.;-Hlll . Sown .Hall, _ 699 ; 01d .Main Strqet.

SLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION

699 Old Main Street.
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12 DESCRIPTION

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE

XEXCEUENT ' —DETERIORATED _UNALTEREO XOBIGINALSITE
_600D —RUINS XALTfREO 
_FAIR _UNEXPOSED ,

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN! PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Academy Hall, situated on the northwest corner of Old Main Streat . 
and Center Street, is located in the historic center of the town of 
Bocky Hill. Across Center Street at the south is the federal period 
Hacky Hill Congregational Church which is also being nominated to the 
Rational Register of Historic Places. These two important buildings 
were not originally adjacent, but in 1921 a fire destroyed the build 
ing:.; between them. The site of the destroyed buildings is now occupied 
by Canter Street and the parish house wine of the church completed in 
1953. In an open space northwest of Academy Hall is Center School, 
now used for offices of the town board of education. This colonial 
revival building was erected in 1916 and received large additions 
in 19'+1. Across Old Main Street from Academy Hall ara several nine 
teenth century houses, but adjacent to them at the north is a large 
office building erected in 1971* which intrudes on the older, more 
humanly scaled environment.

Academy Hall is basically an unadorned brick federal style build 
ing. It is distinguished by its pleasing proportions and its masonry 
work. The two-story freestanding building is vary cubic in appearance 
sincw.it is rectangular in plan and has a low gable roof. Fenestra- 
tion is regular. The main (east) facade has eight bays, while .the 
shorter gable ends hav.a two bays. The rear (west) facade has four 
windows on each floor. Doorways are located in the corner bays of 
the main and rear facades.

Above the foundation of smooth, regular ashlar brownstone, 
tha main facade.is laid in Flemish bond. Other sides are common 
bond. The horizontality of the building is increased by the bait- 
course located between the two stories. This features is four 
bricks wide and continues around the building. Three tie rod anchors' 
are present on the beltcourse on both the main and rear facades.

Openings ; of the'first story of tha main facade and of both stories 
of the end facades have splayed brownstone:arches. .Lintels of all 
window's .;of...these" facades, are .brownstone. The heads of the..second. , 
story• windows^bf-the main facade are vary close ..to the cornice.'• 
They;* Have .flat;', brick arches. 1- The -windows of.the rear-facade have-' 
segmantal brick "arches. All windows have'6/6 double-hung sash. 
Some of this sash dates from the 1960's. The gable ends each have a 
semicircular fanlight. The one in the north end was reconstructed 
in 1972. The sash in both is of recent origin.

The building's simple box cornice returns at tha gable ends. 
the ^wo stoops on the main facade are recent additions which consist 
of poured concrete steps and a twentieth century metal railing. 
The 'rear doorways do not have stoops. Three doors are twentieth 
century six-panel'doors, but the rear jiorth door has vertical boards.. 
A twentieth century chimney is attached roughly mid-way along the' • -. 
west' facade<i - '

Before'Academy Hall x-ras Gutted by fire in 1839 it had free stand- . . 
ing end "chimneySi Remains of these exist in the basement. ' :

The building has undergone numerous interior remodellings and 
does not retain any significant interior features. Both floors' ~ .< ." 
each have basically one large room although they do have.nonstructurali

Continued on Continuation Sheet
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partitions. The building has bear; structurally reinforced by 
tie rods connecting the front and rear walls and by metal columns 
on the first floor.

Since tha 1960's wooden additions and a brick boiler room 
addition have been removed from the rear of the building. Open 
ings in tha west wall to these have been closed. In 1972 the ex 
terior was sandblasted and repointed. The north gable'which had 
been covered with shingles was rebuilt In brick.



SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD

—1509-1689 —AGRICULTURE 

—1600-1699 ^^ARCHITECTURE

_1 700- 1789 —ART

_1800- —COMMUNICATIONS

AHEAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
RELI6 ON

_ ECONOMICS _ LITERATURE _ SCULPTURE 

^EDUCATION —MILITARY _&OCIALVMUMANITABIAN

—ENGINEERING —MUSIC —THEATER

_ INDUSTRY _ POLITICS/GOVERNMENT _ OTHER (SPECIFY!
.—INVENTION

SPECIFIC DATES 1803 BUILDER/ARCHITECT Abraham Jaggers, builder

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Academy Kail, a pleasing federal styls brick building erected 
in 1803 by Abraham Jagf^rs, is one of tha few early nineteenth century 
educational structures'with little altered exterior remaining in Connec 
ticut. The building occupies an important place in the history of edu 
cation in Rocky Hill since almost continuously between 1803 and 19^1 it 
housed local educational institutions. It is also an important land 
mark in the social, history of the community since its upstairs served 
for many years as a community meeting hall. Currently Acadenny Hall 
continues its educational function as the home of the museum of the 
Hoeky Hill Historical Society, Inc-.

Rocky Hill, earlier known as Stepney's Landing,- was an important 
regional maritime center in the late eighteenth century and early nine- v 
taenth century. Originally Academy Hall was closely linked to the 
maritime prosperity of the community since higher'mathematics and 
navigation were taught thare. Although the building 1 s. construction 
was financed by public funds and public subscription, the project 
bankrupted Its builder, Abraham Jaggars.

On New Years Eve, 1839, Academy Hall was guttad by fire. The 
lnta.ri.or was rebuilt in 18IK>. However, Rocky Hill was no longer a ' 
significant port so a public elementary 'school replaced the earlier 
school. From iB'fO to 1916 Center School was located1 to the.1 building-; 
In the nineteenth century only the first floor was needed by tha 
school. The second floor was used by community .organizations. ./.Its- 
.occupants ..included, .the Hoeky-Blll'.Ecelesiastical .Sbcia.tjr,'^the'< Rocky" 
Hil'l--Lyceum.1 , and the Rocky Hill..Library.'Association;- 'In-'addition,;' public'meetings were-field'there. '' ' "•' " " •' •:•'•''•":*''>?».•'•'-•

By the early twentieth century ;the school in Academy Hall was 
overcrowded. In 1916 a new Center School building opened-'adjacent' 
to the older building, but this structure continued to'serve educa 
tional functions until 19m. Subsequently Academy Hall was used'byvtna 
town for offices. During World War II' an airplane spotter station-was 
located there. In the 1950' s the local American Legion, chapter met= : 
in the building. By 1963 -when the Rocky Hill Historical-; Society ; 
the building, it was deterlated and threatened with demolition. - 
historical group rehabilitated It and'opened their museum there; I 1966. ' " '•'""'
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As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665), I 
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criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.
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