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The George Baldwin House sits up on a small knoll t close by the highway in 
a built-up neighborhood of modern homes. Nearly square in plan, this small, l*j 
story frame dwelling has a shallow-pitched hip roof. At the center rear is a 
small,pitched-roof ell, old but not original to the house; part is an enclosed 
room and part is an open shed, A 20th-century dormer has been added to the roof 
in the rear. The underpinning is of unmortared brownstone blocks; there are three 
stone steps set into the lawn in front of the entrance.

The house was probably built in the 1830's and is a Greek Revival design* The 
main facade features a central portico flanked by a window on either side. The 
walls are brought forward two feet or so to form sqaure piers. Within the opening 
are two fluted Doric columns which rest directly on a stone base. The portico's 
hip roof merges with the main roof. The doorway has sidelights of four rectangular 
panes and a single-panel door. There is a broad entabulature which runs the 
circumference of the building, including the portico: it is composed of a plain 
architrave and frieze, separated by a narrow band of molding, and a cornice with a 
fillet and ovulo molding. The side facades each have two widely-spaced windows; 
these, like those in front, have lightly molded frames, shutters, and 6/6 sash. . 
There are two short rectangular openings in the frieze on every side but the front. 
The exterior is sheathed with horizontal flush boards, except the ell which has 
vertical siding, and is painted white.

The interior has a central hall and four square rooms but little of the 
original material remains. At one time there was a shallow fireplace in each 
room and a coressponding brick chimney, but now there is only, the stack in the west 
corner left; a similar exterior chimney has been added at the east corner* Although 
the interior has been greatly altered, the rearrangment of the chimneys, asphalt, 
roof shingles and the barely visible rear dormer are the only exterior modifications, 
and on the whole the building retains its integrity of design*

'The Connecticut Inventory lists this building as the "Lydia Russell House" 
and cites a tradition about the house being George Baldwin's wedding present to 
his daughter. Baldwin did have a daughter Elizabeth (b. 1827) who married Seth 
Russell in 1857 and resided near her father for a few years. But it seems 
unlikely that the house could have been built at that late a date. There is. no 
record of a Lydia in the Vital Records™ The information provided here agrees with 
the original HABS report. Both HABS and the Connecticut Survey interviewed one or 
the other of the 1930«s owners and relied on them for their information. One may 
assume that the tradition was somewhat fresher at the time of the HABS recording. 
However, the WPA Census of Old Buildings field worker recorded the tradition of a 
George Bradley (from the same source). This report miscites HABS in giving the 
date 1842 instead of 1832, and there is no record of any Bradleys, so I assume;the 

surveyor read his or her notes incorrectly*
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The George Baldwin House is significant because it has been attributed to 
Ithiel Town and because of its intrinsic architectural merit. Ithiel Town (1784- 
1844) was one of th& outstanding architects of the Greek Revival. An innovative 
bridge engineer, a founder of the National Academy of Design, and a bibliophile 
whose architectural library was famous, Town was an .important intellectual 
influence as well as the designer of major public buildings and impressive 
residences. Any work of Town's therefore has great significance for the 
architectural historian. Although Town and his partner, A.J. Davis, produced many 
designs for simple houses (selections from their portfolio started at $30), most 
attention has been directed toward their public commissions and formal homes. 
This small rural house is for that reason especially interesting*

The attribution to Town, recorded from an oral tradition by H.A.B.S. in the 
1930's (| cannot be easily confirmed or refuted, but it is plausible. North • ;;:;;vt 
Branford, of course, is very near New Haven, Town's home. Th«<original owner 1^£| 
of the house, George Baldwin (1803-1870), lived here until his death. He was a A 
farmer of only middling means, but his uncle and benefactor, Micah Baldwin, was a 
New York City merchant, and may have known the architect in that city. Town 
favored the square, central hall plan with four rooms in his larger houses. 
Moreover, the Baldwin House's simple, bold lines, symmetry, and correct 
proportions typify Town's approach to the Greek Revival, which was academic, 
restrained, and often in opposition to his partner's Romantic tendencies. ~

Considered wholly on its own terras, this small house is an.unusually,,goodl 
example of its t style. Most houses of the period merely had Greek, ornfmeat ,®^1|I 
to corners, doorways mid cornices or were turned so their gable''ends''would" ?sugg% 
tempi ess. The Baldwin House, however, is Greek in design. The columns in th© 
portico, for example, are the correct height, not elongated* Their proportions, 
as well as the,heavy entabulature, lend a sense of monumentality._t0_what,,i&_,_^L 
barely a cottage. 'The main facade, too wide perhaps by Greek 
into more pleasingly proportioned units by the portico. ; Without 
form (hipped roof buildings were not uncommon in classical 
pilasters, this house properly conveys the solid, somewhat rustic effect of th® '.' 
Doric order. Despite its small size, it has the strength, balaJ^e.^^l^G^&^f^® ' 
which cure at the heart of Classicism. * . ,,,
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