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The attached property, the Kelsey, Ezekiel, House in Hartford
County, Connecticut, reference number 77001410, was listed in
the National Register of Historic Places by the Keeper of the
National Register on 09/16/1977, as evidenced by the FEDERAL
REGISTER/WEEKLY LIST notice of Tuesday, February 6, 1979,
Part li, Vol. 44, No. 26, page 7440. The attached nomination form
is a copy of the original documentation provided to the Keeper
at the time of listing.
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Open fields with wooded borders provide the setting for the Ezekiel Kelse
House. Since the middle of the 18th century this property has been farmland an
has had nearly the same dimensions, running back from Beckley Road to the ridge
east of the house. Clustered in the middle of this tract are the house and in the
rear, a small barn and shed. Around the house are planted a variety of shrubs, and

further away are shade trees and a stone wall,

The house itself dates from the middle of the 18th century and is of the
"saltbox" form, 2% stories high, one room deep with a lean-to across the rear, Its
modern-shingled roof has a continuous pitch. This was accomplished through the
addition of an extra rear plate. There is an overhang of 4 - 6 inches above both the
first and second stories on all three sides. The clapboards stop agalnst beaded
corner boards and extend almost to the ground, concealing the fieldstone foundation.
Underneath are soft bricks filling in ‘the spaces between studs., The central stack,
brick above the first story, emerges with most of its depth behind the ridge. The
main facade 13 of the five-window type. Its small windows are widely spaced and
located close to the overhangs. The 12/8 sash was copied from remnants. The front
doorway has a batten door, no transom and like the windows i1s surrounded by plain-
frames. The cornice and overhangs, however, are finished with simple moldings.
There 1s an entrance with a paneled door on the south side, and ln the rear, a door -
and a single window.

The interior has a great deal of original material, especially the north front
rooin. The fireplace wall is completely covered with a simple arrangement of
rectangular panels. Surrourding the opening are a series of raised moldings and at®
the top left there is a small open cupboard. The panelling is continued beneath
the chair rail. The summer beam and other structural members are encased; a molded
cornice runs the perimeter of the room and continues along the summer. In the north-
west corner is a cupboard, with a round-arched opening above and a single door
beneath. It hos three of the usual curved shelves. Surrounding the whole 1s a
raised molding; breaks in this and the room cornice form a key block ornament at the
top of the arch.

The other front room has similar woodwork, including the cased beans and
panelling. ‘he brick fireplace is smaller and has a molded mantelshelf, probably
later work. The kitchen has a large fireplace abov.: which are three cupboards,
‘the middle one very lonj. This wall is made up of featheredged vertical boards,
whereas the walls of the adjacent south back room have horizontal boards. Upstairs
the innermost walls of the chambers are of wide veriical boards. These rooms are
very plain, with unfinished beamns and posts. O©Only the north upper room has a
fireplace, small and without any elaboration. Whereas the lower rooms have doors
with four raised ponels, the upper rooms have batten doors.

The original fabric of the house has been com:lemented by careful restoration.
These include replaced summer moldings in the south front room, vertical wainscot
like the kitchen's applied to one wall of the south rear room, replacement of some
boards in the north upper room's wainscotting, and most of the hardware, old but
not from this house. The front stalrs have been turned around. Future plans
include exposing the old ocak floor beneath the modern one in the north front room.
These restorations, together with the well-kept plaster and appropriate furnishings,
enhance the historical character of the house.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Ezeklel Kelsey House is a significant architectural resource because it
is an excellent example of the saltbox form. The double overhang, the five-
window facade, the small size of the windows, and the sweeping roofline give the
house a plain and simple appearance. At the same time, the moldings under the
overhangs and the beaded corner boards distinguish this simplicity from crudeness.
The stone wall, open fields and informal landscaping contribute to the effect, as
does the interior woodwork. The panelling and beam casings are crisply executed,
with no pretension, classical allusion or over-elaboration, but careful workmanship
all the same. Many of the house's features are in themselves significant
historical remains, such as the brick in the walls or the corner cupboard, a cousin
to contemporary fluted and shell-carved cupboardss. The value of this material is
increased by the context provided by this house, however, since it typifies the
simple dignity of early Connecticut architecture.

Although the house has a very early appearance, its form and fenestration
were quite common in Berlin throughout the 18th century, with examples dating
from 1780 as well as 1720.1 This house, built around 176(C, may be seen as a
representative of a local building tradition which does not f£it with evolutlonary
theories of the development of houseforms. : .

The house was built by Ezekiel Kelsey (1713-1795) either for himself or for
his son Asahel, to whom he gave tHe dwelling in 1768. The elder Kelsey was granted
this lot in 1753 by a division of Wethersfield common land. In addition to his
activities as a farmer, Ezekiel owned a share in a saw mill and also knew the
trades of the cooper and the carpenter-joiner. -

J"I‘he W.P.A. census of historic buildings, done in the 1930's, did not list
this house but did list four very similar structures nearby. Most had undergone
much alteration. Manuscript in State Library, Hartford.

2
Tl?e house has never been researched before, as far as can be determined,
but the information reported herein can be derived with substantial certainty
from the legal rscords cited.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

Reference can be made to Berlin Land Records, Vol. 103, p; 529. The lot is
geographically bounded by Beckley Road and the ridge to the east.
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hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the
criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.
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