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•fit.r.. ~-ite; Th* -Kent- X'rb'n Putn»ce.-.*-lfe« is: on 

early American tools* the 
making,.5 diorama of the sice *» 
of I'Cp.tv ,.-- -s'lag-' and

ruiha of-'a- powe£; :-i'aj)"il' *»*». fAi'ip.datian*. of a

*rt;- :e3chti't 
' in =

SPECIFICOATES 137Q ,.The n-ost r lfep<j^tant ''&£ th* re»ains is the stack; itaelf.' Built 'at -'th'e - button -'.of 
3 hill, 'tfii stock's base ̂ Is 23 f 'j^oar^*- Th« siji-ea •.i.l6;p.« -•Inward' as '.th«y '' fcta.« to 
a htight, of 32*. Cn threft sides .ars point4<J-arehad p.ottals, th* 'main opehirig 
sotnewhat^iarQer thari those on th* side; The1 thick Walls of the stack are ;.'•.,. 
construct sd of l-lr'gs rough mrahiti blbcic:t laid as random ashlar. Iron p:l:at«3. and 
tie rbdsy-'^^vidsd security. ag^lrt^^^st;W(T5.ion. Insid«, .the di.atueter of th? ;bosh 
(Immedi^ ;:;;.; ^..abovs> thr' h«a'tth>' ig 9 1 ; two layerg of fire briclc ar.evp4r".ti. wily •..•'. 
intact. '•'>i-'';i'arg* arrc-u.it of brick ar-d pth'sr. debris h*s aecun-.ulata'd at the 
o* th« staclc. ' ' • •,•'; ,' • ' • •'•''".:.,

Th« first, furnacf; en this site v*& bui.l-t in 1326' with 'a. cold fcil.ASt -end was," i28 ' 
.high. , In 1846 this was r-splaced- by. a .hot-i>taat. furnac«' somewhat larger, and in 

137C this wa-ii:, rebuilt to the prca«:Vt ^dinehaioni,' 1:hc blast v/as cjei'.cr'at-ed.-'py a 
17*. diemet'er'.. Si-Bast -vhe»*l. vhich' op<?,vated. a "blowing, tub: " two p'-lstons o-f- SO 
end 5'* strb'<c and an. *q>ialiasr cylirvder -which m'iihtain.'i.ri., a conitor.t •pre^svtr 
Th« sir .W.TS hcaced i^y peans cf ' t^ib-ss .coiled within a bale's py«ri 20.*'-;,hitjh ' vfii 
was built an top of tile st-Aclc. firo'n- th*re the al'r was criv»n p'.wn>,'ajt:d to: th* • 
haarth t.hrouQh five -Scotch" tuyeres.- {'air nozzles ) ( 3".' in diamet'ei.1 , eoolcd : -by 
coils- of watsr 'pifv'e :. ' ' .". , ': ' " . "••.-.. ;. : : :.'. .•••••' •.'".'-••-' ••; : '.'-.-. . ' '
3-cside ''the whtelhbus* other buildings on the .site included '. s'ev*r.s'l \M-6p-d iihcda. tp 
'houaie' the sup.ply of ch-irco £•!',• whi'cJi -.was .bucTYc-. with anthr^oite In- th* ration 6f: •>• 
3: 1. • The stack itself, -of course, WHS inclosed-, by woodth iframc' st-cuctures ..-.'' 
which prot^ct«d tha st^'ck from riin and- .f acilitatad the op'e.ritidh .of -tha fiirnac«. 
The .hill behind served as . -?. .: 'rair,p- for ; carts -'carry Ing ore, lim? . and ch'srcoal.- At this 
l^wal-.wa'a the cnsrqing floor.' Below, it was the casting hcus*, , whera •'rfto.lds for/' 7 . - . 
the pigs were fofrrseci in "peds.of sand and' where iron and sl'an ware dr^wn off.. Thaae;-:. 
structures were' loosely .built' ?.nd Were censldsrsd s*w.i-?eriaanflrjt, since frequent • 

-. fires or -'restructuring or the opiratioh .made their alteration or rep3.dcciT.ent 
necessary. ••'".• '• . .-.-.' '

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

! In .fche niiddl* df the 19th c-nt'. 
Of .the iripa.t important sourjea cf : 
in operation in 1340, and r,-ir.y P-.-;-,. 
The area sup.pl ied. four essenhiala , 
power to bperat« the blast. The 
by. making trnnsport-ition cheaper . 
ths iron works decllnscl in th: i i: 
PehRsylviinia steel was .the obvio<"> 
local ore was becoming .harder t:.: 
furnaces of the region wer* dtp-;n

v Ths K-snt Funuce is isiqnlf icv.; *• 
Typical of the furnace:;' 'of. th* r <: 
status in the nition's . ihsu.1! trial 
for' the historian .or industrial *?• 
prgiirii-zatioh of work and re«ou'r.C4.t 
'furnice is also interesting for n:v 
o'r . irpri-ffl-iking before the e^e of 
.significant because iron-waking h 
in-:--..th"« region-. It is «r. indispcp.,1 
the furnace' is enhanced bv Its <v: . 
exhibit^. -.. : -; ; • '••

^ Initially, the-raw materials' i 
. dug from the side of a mountain .;. 
w«r« sites ..for charcoal-waking.' 
teamsters wire needed to acse!*':-! - 

. ore the six nAl«s to the f urn ac f / 
finished iron vo th<^ railrbnd. • :. 
Company, a Coi:;piny .coRspcaed of 1 :. 
furnace, ground it .in the neari;,- 
Allho^igh .Ita output - li tone ?*" 
isnpact on its inui'.sdijite vicinity. 
productive, however, wtv-n lociil v 
run out' and d««p shafts ware d -a^ . 
Connecticut and Ue-u Yor'»:. £7in 
With coal as. well as charcoal to 
operation fin.illy shut down in 1?.

'Most Kent iron was ua-cd' in thr; ' 
heavy industrial equip;-.e^t. p<?sp, 
produced by a process which rslie 
flen^.ltive to th* pr*3s-i<:* of t". :t"



. ;P laces: /:     ,' ''   
nomination /includes tine -sta<lJt, rnfr :T"-ihf1 ::' : m;i'S'l rirc^irl;)rirrrt 
to the stae'k along the Hovisatonic Ri,ver and the Sloane- 
Staaley..'Museum. The acreage ;approximately 17) incorporates 
the whole site of the Kent Furnace operationsi Detailec1 
archaeological investigations have not been made to identify 
all ;ruins and building sites.

Description of. the boundary: 12.26 acre.s of the Connecticut 
Historical ConOTission .Sloane-Stanley Museuini property and an 
additidr.a.l 7 acres (approximately> duscribed by"-the 
ex.tsn.s.ion of both ths southv;este'^n and northeastern boundaries 
of the Connecticut. Historical Cornmission -property to the 
'near bank of the Housatcnic River.;



ides slop* inward '. 
rchflrd -portal*-,. the ;:iaaliv opening <; 
.hiei walls of "the 'stack ;-«tfe- v ",.,.'.:., V ;• 
; as -.-•.r.-mdom aihlar. 'iron. -pl^es and

Irvsta*, th-s diaihete^ of t*is .'bosh 
•*cst:-.of fir* bricic 
iris tv»s accumulated at

.STATEMENT OF siGNtfiCANee
:.;. •-,. .''.; .I ;a-\th«; middle or- th'* . 
: of. the i .'.i!iost;"i.!ii^ ip*tari:t, s-Qurii'e.3 

;ln; ope^atipK^n, 1340,- arvd ar'tt'aa of ;N'«^:Ydr:

of •• rai, l.'roada^tin)iial::*t ;sd;-th':e : .-ihdiist.ry: 
.•.'dfen-artd":f p'C".irorxv ••' Yet. most of 
and. 
'"" i intcinjiic 1 .'-nrbiBlcmj. also'i

rou'-wpcks -:cl-*cin*d...'ift -i 
JP:«n.h'isylya'ni:ii' steeli; 1326

•t furriace
Us* . 'VKft blast Was/. 

tub : " ..two', p' ̂' a
Ithin *• brick 
e air vaa. driven. . 
ea), 3" : in diameter., copied; :by.-

id with anthr^citei'iin
.aed ••".by. voe<-
.itat'ed the .o.p..er3:tion or
trr'jring;"or«.-, 'lim« an,d' : 'charc)5^i.i^;- At- thia
:he ••casting houses where m&tcJa'Vfor
"t iron an<i 3la'ig''ver!e'..drawa.;p;if-..

thslr alteration -or:

.'... ' Initially,. ,th« i.: 'r.aw .cjatetfi^l's ; --f'b^. . th'/S .-.'* uriraic «. 'W^r? al-1' p.cb.jc*.\ic: (Sd ' in -K^rtt;*.. ..^ce;i;« 
dug from .;tJ?'« side- of,- o rapuhtain-'.ih ; .-S'cj..-4!n . !;K^iri-t.j. a- "nil all -'•th.e"< 'ff6i.:ritAiniS-.iij :- th« sz-sa

•.were- sit.e*' fiar ..Gh3irCP>'l.-inpsk;ihg..y7l..iffi.e:: Vai'S: alap quacrletl liv Kent. '.•.•,- • Kum*.co'»Jt.*- 
.tcJams-ters W4i*e. Deeded-. to- as's^bi<» ; 'thf^ ; E:^^O'Arc«s iri on» pl'aC!>: 10. to 12 tna.^,» h AU ?; i- 
.C>r.«'"th6 six miles.:to th« . ^xi'rn.ftt:«V.;-.*nid-':.ot'^.ecs.: brought ch^'icsc'cl &nd;.,l.lin.i& .-•an.d-- ha.a.lc--J- 
' f-lnl shed -'iron ̂ to. the railrp^V-v'-;'i!^-'«r.d.ftr :tp. feed th«' ho fa* ii.nd cx^ti*,;, the 'K-isnt: -Iron 

:-'Gprtp--any, . •*--c6^'pahy-..,'coinpp«ia4,'b*-'.ipc»l"-..B:-*ii: , '.-grev-itH- bwh-^rttia .on. -l.«rtd urcuivd- tha • 
' f urriac«-, ground "it .in . th« nfearby mill:, and- f <sd-it .-to. th« ;.-is«iiaals 'in it5 .o'*Ti &*rtsa.
•All:.hp;ugh -±ta .pU'tpat- - . 14. .ton* ,p*i: . -day, -.'-'.'a «*»;&• -fiinail., tha .i-u:nriAC<2 h-sd •conaid.sra^l* ^ 
iittpact on its.'im^edi-»:t« ..vi-cinity...-,. ''Such; IOCA! vercic^X' • Int-is^ratioii proved :ias& 
pcbductlvej howcvtr.,.- wh*n'lpc;4l 'rttaource* b€y,:4 n to ^^alt-sf: by 1880.sarfs.ee c-j'.'is had
•run out, and' deep • >haf ts . ;:w»re'.:;.tiug. the -.company isrought ' ir». or* from- pth'sr r;i:\i»j; In 
Goethfd.tJ.ciit and Niw Tb^Jti " "^ 'Weii ''.'^atli&e,' hy^^ver,. t!-v* furnics was being, cha^-j.id . 
with coal 'as. w«ll .43 Charcoal '.to : Co'rtsarva t-h* dwindling, supply . of h^rdxGCii, Vri*

••opeifatioh- fth'aaly- shut down ''

.iron y& 
-i .I.?i-:t

•r,-.i'\;-

Most Ktht icon vas us«d in :.th< eanuf-jici'Jr* of railroad laco 
-industrial, lequlpaen.t.-'. Bsgpit.ffl. its disitlrvAt'ian, 'h<.w*v«r» 

produced by -a process which railed on a v?ry tradit'I'orVal ^t 
sensitive to th* presence of ther al^wntg. - ia:*n^ ants a," • 'c*rbon
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'particularly' - and different resjulta are produced by -iiffcrent proportions: 
Kent-iron was nade to ordjr.in six d*ijr«cs of hardness. The quality of the 
product- depended directly upon the slcill, and Judgment of the ironworkers: 
aroorig other 'things wSlc'n affected the oulbpiae. were -th'* hunbsr of cartloads of 
each material and th* 'ate at v.'hich thiy were'dUmp.ed into the furnace, the 
s'jjee'd'-°'f .the waterwheel, the si2.e of the charcoil arid ore. chunks «nd ever, the 
-way in-which th? carts discharged their- lo«dt , since proper nixing of the 
components was 33 irr.portjnt as their proportion. Unliice th* nswcr methods of 
steel, ;rr.cn-Kdkin'c was ;nofc capable 'Of unli'nitecl increase-in the sc%la of 
operations, nor cc-ulcJ .the. processes bV rca-is. independent of -the skill of the 
W3.r'ji'«'rs', For-thrs* rca'sons, 53 will -ss their-relianc? Qn basically local 
resources,- l-ror: furnaces such as Kent were lut of step with hhe c!eveio:-D«nt 
of
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