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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Located near the Brownsville Road, approximately five miles northeast of Somerville,
the Fayette County seat, Lucerne was once the headquarters for a 954-acre plantation.
One approachea the Greek Revival mansion from the west over a half-mile, tree-shaded
lane which terminates in a circular drive. The house is nestled in a grove of mag-
nolias, evergreens, and deciduous trees which shade the facade from the afternoon sun.

The floor plan of this two-story, frame house may have been originally an L, but
shortly after it was built, a room and porch were added to the southeast corner, which
resulted in a roughly square floor plan. Later still, small, one-story wings were
attached to the north and south walls. A hand-made brick foundation supports the
building, and the hip roof of the main section and gable roofs of the wings are covered
with composition shingles. Four tall, brick chimney stacks are located near the eaves
of the north and south 'walls. Except for the sections of walls sheltered by the front
and rear porches, all walls are sheathed with clapboard. The main section of the house
has plain boxed cornices while more ornate boxed cornices with returns grace the wings.

A massive pedimented portico, with four Ionic columns and two square-faced pilasters,
dominates the five-bay facade (west elevation). The recessed main entrance, with its
double-leaf, paneled doors and recessed head and side lights, is centered in this
elevation; an entablature and pilaster surround highlights the entrance. The elongated
first floor windows have nine over six light patterns, and the upper windows are six
over six. (This fenestration pattern repeats in the east elevation, and most windows
have louvered shutters.) The second-floor entrance resembles the one below, and it
opens on to a balcony outlined by an elaborate cast iron balustrade; an identical
balustrade flanks the brick entrance steps.

Projections in the north elevation include the wing, a small enclosed porch, which
contains the kitchen, and a modern lean-to entrance shelter. A single window pierces
the south elevation, and there is an identical wing attached to this wall. A two-story
gallery occupies half of the east elevation; large polygonal columns and a square
pilaster support the porches; a simple wrought iron balustrade encloses the second-
story porch. A portion of the upper level has recently been closed in to provide a
bathroom for the northeast bedroom.

The symmetrical interior plan provides for six rooms on the first floor and four on

the second. A wide central hall bisects the plan, and a single-run monumental stair-
case on the north wall dominates the hall. The spacious rooms on the first floor

have fourteen-foot windows, twelve-foot door frames, and sixteen-foot ceilings which are
decorated with magnolia-motif medallions and bronze and crystal chandeliers. Originally
the parlors were to have Italian marble mantéils, but the Civil War and blockade
necessitated the continued use of the "temporary" wooden mantels. Unusual, large,
paneled sliding doors divide the southernmost rooms of the main section. Elaborate
baseboards and crown molding complete the trim in the downstairs rooms. The second-
floor rooms are utilitarian in scale and decor. The staircase, located in the center

of the northernmost section of the main block is one of the most distinctive features

of the house. Midway in its run it reverses direction with dangerously steep winders;
the banister curves tortuously to accommodate this reversal. A modern concrete block
and brick, rectangular building located northeast of the house serves as a garden shed.
All of the original outbuildings have been razed.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
Peter Mosby, a substantial Fayette County planter, built Lucerne using slave labor

in the late 1850s.
at Fort Sumter in 1861.
Revival residences in the county.
the Catron family purchased it in 1904.
acquired the house and 105, of the 954 acres in 1962.

The interior was still unfinished when the first shots were fired
It is one of the most imposing and best preserved Greek

The house remained in the hands of the Mosbys until
The present owner, the former Elise Catron,
Except for renovations completed

in the 1960s and '70s--installing modern bathrooms and a kitchen, transforming the
north bedroom into a den, and rerocofing the entire house--Lucerne remains &n original

condition.

The Mauldins continue to use it as a weekend house.

Lucerne was built during the final years of the antebellum period, when labor and

materials were inexpensive and readily available.

The house, with its massive portico,

monumental staircase, and sumptuous interior appointments, epitomizes the life style
of the wealthy planter in this "Black Belt" county, where cotton and slavery were the
foundation stones which supported the agricultural economy and elegant standard of

living of the landed gentry of the county. . .
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