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The Kingsbury County Courthouse in DeSmet, South Dakota 
is a two and one-half story Renaissance Revival Style building 
with a cupola. A balustrade surrounds the cupola and extends 
out onto the top of the roof. Supporting the brick walls is 
a cut stone foundation. Asphalt shingles cover the roof. 
Fenestration varies from multipane round headed windows in the 
cupola toiihalf round windows in the gable's end and rectangular 
double hung windows on the rest of the building. The first floor 
windows have shaped, decorated lintels while the second floor 
has rectangular openings with decorated windows. All of the 
windows have concrete lugsills. Modillions encircle the building 
under the cornice. A one-story flat roofed open porch appears 
on the front(west) facade.

The courthouse occupies all of block seven in the First 
Railroad Addition of DeSmet. Still serving Kingsbury County 
as a courthouse, it remains in fair condition.
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The Kingsbury County Courthouse in DeSmet is one of the 
oldest county courthouses in continuous use in South Dakota. 
It was built in 1889 after a county seat battle between DeSmet 
and Lake Preston. DeSmet argued that if the courthouse were 
not located there, the property would revert to the original 
owner, the Western Town Lot Company. The voters decided to 
leave the county seat in DeSrnet.

In 1900, the courthouse was remodelled to include a sheriff's 
residence, courtroom and more office space. No major alterations 
have been made on the interior or exterior of the building that 
would detract from its original design. The Renaissance Revival 
style of architecture employed on the courthouse was a popular 
style around the turn of the century in South Dakota for public 
buildings. It is one of a vanishing number of South Dakota's 
Renaissance Revival style public edifices still serving its 
original purpose.
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