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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The former Burlington Northern, Incorporated, depot in Amenia is a lh story bal­ 
loon-frame structure with lap siding, corner posts, pronounced fascia, and a water 
table molding projecting at window sill-level. At the ridge of the shingled;, gabled 
roof is a pair of brick chimneys, and projecting eaves are supported on the principal 
elevations (east and west) by brackets. There are no openings on the south elevation, 
which still carries a large "Amenia-Burlington Northern" sign. An identical desig­ 
nation is mounted oh the north elevation beneath a double-hung 2 over 2 window at 
the apex of the gable, two double-hung 6 over 6 windows are symmetrically pjlaced at 
the first-floor level. The trackside (east) elevation has a projecting window bay 
corresponding to the station agent's office on the interior. South of the bay is a 
freight room door with an 8-light transom beneath a segmental pointed head casing, 
and on the opposite side of the bay is a conventional entrance. On the west elevation, 
facing the town, is a second freight door and an entrance from which the wooden steps 
and railed platform have been removed. ;

The north half of the first-floor interior of the depot consists of a waiting 
room and offices separated by an enclosed stairway leading to the attic story. Living 
quarters there feature papered walls and ceilings, built-in storage units, and doors 
of vertical flush boarding. Downstairs, doors are 4-panel with butt-joint casings, 
and the latter also frame the window openings. Additional standing wood trim in the 
waiting room consists of wainscoting and heavy bolection molding in the form of a seg­ 
mental arch surrounding the ticket window. The freight room on the south end of the 
depot has interior sheathing but is otherwise unfinished. The space is presently used 
as storage for artifacts intended for the future museum to be established in the depot 
following restoration.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The survival of the former Burlington Northern, Incorporated, depot located in 
Amenia is significant because so many first-generation railroad structures of com­ 
parable age and type have disappeared from North Dakota's small towns. Nearly a cen­ 
tury old and of frame construction, the Amenia depot is also distinctive for having 
been built by one railroad company on trackage laid by a subsidiary corporation, and 
having been subsequently utilized by two other railroads.

Amenia itself is the product of railroad building as it occurred in the western 
United States during the late nineteenth century and the land development policies 
which accompanied it. After the Civil War, bonds of the Northern Pacific Railroad, 
which was beginning to build its transcontinental line to the west coast, were pur­ 
chased by certain residents of the communities of Amenia, New York, and nearby Sharon, 
Connecticut. Following the financial panic of 1873, the bondholders in Amenia and 
Sharon exchanged their securities for lands in the future state of North Dakota granted 
to the Northern Pacific by the federal government for the purpose of financing railroad 
construction. The Amenia and Sharon Land Company was formed in 1875, and the following 
year Eben W. Chaffee and Edward Gridley were sent by the company to the Red River Valley. 
There they located 42 sections of land, including Amenia Township in Cass County, which 
could be profitably farmed on a large scale or sold to prospective settlers. Both op­ 
tions were taken by the Amenia and Sharon Land Company in the next few years, with 
25,000 acres brought under corporate wheat cultivation and nine and a quarter sections 
disposed of to individual buyers.

The railroad came through the future site of Amenia in the summer of 1879 with the 
grading of the line of the Casselton Branch Railroad Company (a subsidiary of the North­ 
ern Pacific) from Casselton, on the Northern Pacific's main line 6 miles south of Amenia, 
to Blanchard on the north, a total distance of 31 miles. Eben W. Chaffee was authorized 
by the directors of the Amenia and Sharon Land Company to negotiate with the Northern 
Pacific regarding a right-of-way through the land company's holdings and the construc­ 
tion of a depot in proximity to its farm headquarters. Following the signing of an 
agreement on July 15, 1880, the Amenia depot was erected. As soon as it was completed, 
Chaffee built a store which was intended as a general supply post and office for com­ 
pany farming operations, but which served the public as well. In 1881 a grain elevator 
went up to handle company wheat production, and the village of Amenia soon came into 
being around the nucleus of depot, store, and elevator.
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In 1882 the Northern Pacific sold its extension from Casselton to Mayville, North 
Dakota (the former Casselton Branch Railroad Company), to the St. Paul, Minneapolis 
and Manitoba Railway, forerunner of the Great Northern Railway. The transaction was 
part of the settlement dividing the trade territory of the region between the Northern 
Pacific and the future Great Northern. A decade later, in the late summer of 1892, 
the Great Northern rails were torn up and relaid from Amenia to Arthur, 6 miles north. 
According to local tradition, the depot was moved at the time from its reputed original 
location on the east side of the tracks to the west side. However, the earliest records 
pertaining to the depot which are held by Burlington Northern, Incorporated (a 1970 
merger of the Northern Pacific, the Great Northern, and two other railroad companies), 
date only from 1896. The tradition regarding the moving of the depot therefore remains 
unsubstantiated.

The depot continued to serve Amenia until 1974, by which time changes in rail trans­ 
portation dictated its abandonment by Burlington Northern. In 1976, following the com­ 
pany's call for bids on the structure and its removal from the railroad right-of-way, 
it was purchased by Carter Chaffee, great-great-grandson of Eben W. Chaffee, and moved 
temporarily across the street from the previous site. It is scheduled to be permanently 
located on a lot east of the railroad near North Dakota Highway 18, where it will be­ 
come part of Amenia's current community planning and development program sponsored by 
the U.S. Department of Housing and Development and the North Dakota Bureau of Outdoor 
Recreation. Proposed rehabilitation and adaptive work on the depot by the Prairie 
Community Design Center, Fargo (a non-profit organization providing historic preservation 
services to rural communities), is as follows:

(1.) new foundation
(2.) repair of exterior finish, including replacement and painting

of siding
(3.) installation of insultation, and plumbing and electrical systems 
(4.) repair of interior finish, including stripping and painting, and

construction of case storage.

Following restoration, it is anticipated that the depot will serve as a museum 
and visitors' center, a use which will permit preservation of one of the oldest build­ 
ings in Amenia and provide a focus for growing local interest in the community's heri­ 
tage.


