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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Rock County Courthouse and Jail occupy a wooded one -block site at Cedar 
and Luverne Streets in the central business district of Lucerne, Minnesota. 
The courthouse is situated in the approximate center of the block. The jail 
building is provided with direct street access and is approximately 100 feet to 
the east of the courthouse.

In 1887 the contract for design of the courthouse building was awarded to 
T.D. Alien of Minneapolis. Alien f s design prescribed a two storey Sioux Quartzite 
and Kasota stone structure set on a full basement. The attic is incorporated 
within a high combination hip/gable roof. The dominent feature of the design is 
the provision of the principal entry through a four-storey tower situated on the 
southwest corner of the building. This tower is capped by an open balustraded 
gazebo-like observation area with conical roof.

The courthouse is stylistically Richardsonian Romanesque. Masonry throughout 
the exterior is rusticated. The semi -circular ar eh motif is found in the colonnaded 
entry, several second storey windows, and large windows in the gables of the 
attic storey. Polychromatic highlights are created through the use of the buff- 
colored Kasota stone in arches, lintels, sills, strapwork, and column capitals 
and bases in contrast to the deep red of the Sioux Quartzite. The shafts of the 
three columns in the principal entry are of polished granite.

The interior of the courthouse remains relatively unaltered since its 
construction. The staircase, balustrades, and wainscoting is of oak; a significant 
number of oak desks, counters and office furnishings remain. The main staircase 
which links all floors of the building is incorporated within the tower and 
adjoining bay. Both first floor and basement is bisected by a hallway which runs 
through the building from north to south.

Offices of the Registrar of Deeds, Auditor, Clerk of the District Court, 
and Treasurer occupy the first floor; each of these offices are provided with a 
vault for records. The second floor is devoted to a large courtroom with 
auxiliary chambers for judge and jury. The courtroom has been recently re­ 
decorated and is presently in excellent condition. Original woodwork, furnishings 
and hardware have been retained where possible on the second floor as in the first.

The adjacent Jail building was constructed two years after the courthouse. 
It is constructed of Sioux Quartzite with Kasota trim in a complementary fashion 
to the courthouse. The rustication and the use of the semi-circular arch add 
further to the cohesiveness of the two buildings on the site.

The Jail is two storeys in height with attic incorporated under a low hipped 
roof. The southern half of the building functions as residence and office for the 
sheriff. Two cell blocks, including a dungeon cell in the cellar and a cell in 
the attic (total capacity of ten prisoners) comprise the northern half of the 
building. (Informant stated that floors in the cell block area were of granite, 
however, this fact was unascerta.j.naible at the time of the survey.)"*"

A continuing maintenance program has aided greatly in thkpreservation of the 
architectural integrity of both the courthouse and jail buildings. Both are in 
excellent condition and continue to serve their original functions.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Designed and constructed during the years of 1887 through 1890 the Rock 
County Courthouse and Jail are significant as one of the few remaining county 
governmental/punitive complexes in the State of Minnesota. Both buildings draw 
upon local materials and craftsmanship for their design quality. The red Sioux 
Quartzite which forms the primary building material was quarried at Pipestone, 
Minnesota, about 25 miles away. The rusticated facade treatment of this material 
is characteristic of the Richardsonian Romanesque mode which had a substantial 
influence on public building design in Minnesota during the 1880s and into the 
1890s. The design harmony of the two buildings is further emphasized by their 
placement on a prominent one-block site immediately adjacent to the central 
business district of Luverne.

Both the Courthouse and Jail remain essentially as designed and constructed. 
Both have been subjected to constant programs of maintenance and preservation 
and continue to serve Rock County in their original capacities.
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