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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Flour Exchange is an eleven storey brick "commercial style" building 
situated on the southwest corner of the intersection of Third Street and Fourth 
Avenue South in the central business district of Minneapolis. It is rectangular 
in plan, the major facade consisting of eleven bays on the Fourth Avenue side 
and the minor (Third Street) facade consisting of four bays. The ground storey 
is distinguished by a battered wall treatment which terminates at the lintels of 
the windows. A diminutive cornice above the second storey windows forms the 
only visual break in an otherwise unbroken sweep from ground level to roof 
cornice.

With the exception of the terra-cotta sculptural treatment above and within 
the two storey entrance -arch, the building facades are totally devoid of applied 
ornament. Due to the financial crisis of 1892, only the lower four storeys were 
completed until construction resumed in 1909 with the addition of the upper 
seven storeys slightly modified the original design. To the casual observer, 
the building appears to have been constructed in total at one time; the only 
subtle factor which distinguishes the third and fourth storeys from those above 
is the use of a rounded column with capital and base in the place of the central 
mullion of the windows compared with the simple rectangular mullion in the 
latter.

After years of weathering and winter ice-build-up the original slab-type 
projecting cornice was removed when the state of deterioration was determined 
to be a safety hazzard. The former cornice line is now covered by a copper 
flashing and coping. In recent years the original buff-colored brick has been 
painted white; a factor which tends to destroy the dark-light balance effect 
which was established in the original design.

The Flour Exchange continues to function as an office building and is in 
an excellent state of maintenance.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Flour Exchange building, executed according to designs of Minneapolis 
architects Long and Kees, is architecturally significant as the first major 
"high-rise" office building to be constructed in the "commercial style" 
in Minneapolis. The unadorned facade with an essentially unbroken vertical 
distribution of elements and storiation described by spandrels set between 
piers can be attributed to the influence of Louis Sullivan and Holabird 
and Rochej similar designs can be traced to William LeBarron Jenney f s 
Chicago development of the skyscraper.

The Flour Exchange building has been recognized as an architecturally 
significant building by the Minneapolis Planning Commission in 1969 and is 
listed as a "candidate" for preservation by the Minneapolis Heritage Preserva 
tion Commission.
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