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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Elbert L. Carpenter House is situated on the edge of a small bluff 
overlooking Loring Park immediately south of the central business district of 
Minneapolis. The site is buttressed by limestone retaining walls at the rear 
which indicates roughly a three-storey differential between the Clifton Avenue 
facade of the house and the Oak Grove Street level of the properties below; 
likewise, Oak Grove Street is approximately three storeys above Loring Park.

Constructed in 1906 according to designs of Minneapolis architect William 
Channing Whitney, the E.L. Carpenter House is executed in the then-popular 
Georgian Revival .mode. It is essentially a cubiform mass, three storeys in 
height and crowned by a low hipped roof hidden from street view by a balustrade. 
The Clifton Avenue facade (principal) is symmetrical and divided into five bays. 
The central bay contains the entry which is shielded beneath an ionic portico; 
above the portico on the second level is a large palladian-type window. Windows 
are shuttered and are a standard six-over-six double-hung type on first and 
second floors with the third floor level appearing lower in a three-over-six 
arrangement. The primary material of construction for both the house and carriage 
house is red brick; lintels are of concrete as are the ionic columns and pineapple 
finials on the perimeter fence posts; the cornice is of pressed galvanized metal.'

Entry to the carriage house is gained through a porte-cochere on the west 
side of the house. This structure is supported by concrete columns in the ionic 
mode. The carriage house formerly contained quarters for servants on the second 
floor along with a hay loft, stalls for horses and carriages (later automobiles) 
on the first floor, and the heating plant for both carriage house and main house 
in the basement. A tunnel which is large enough for a person to walk upright 
provides the conduit for heating pipes between the two buildings.

The main house is arranged on the typical Georgian central hall plan. The 
staircase is located at the end of the hallway; it is balustraded and rises to 
a semi-circular landing at mid-storey. To the right of the hallway are the library 
and dining room; to the left are the parlor and "el" to the porte-cochere. 
At the end of the hallway (under the staircase) is an oval-ended breakfast room^. 
Bedrooms for the owner's family are located on the second floor, while servants 1 
quarters are located on the third floor along with a ballroom/playroom.

The E.L. Carpenter House was purchased by the present owner early in 1974 
after several years of neglect and mis-use. It has been restored/rehabilitated 
for adaptive use as offices. Original woodwork and floor plan have been retained 
on the interior and the exterior is presently undergoing complete restoration.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The E.L. Carpenter House at 314 Clifton Avenue in Minneapolis is significant 
for its association with lumber-businessman Elbert Lawrence Carpenter who was 
the prominent organizer and benefactor of the Minneapolis Symphony Orchestra. 
In addition, it is an excellent example of the popular Georgian Revival style 
of architecture, designed and executed by prominent Minneapolis architect 
William Channing Whitney in 1906. Carpenter resided in the house for forty- 
one years.

Elbert Carpenter, born in Illinois in 1862, was raised in Clinton, Iowa. 
The son of a lumberman, Elbert's inclination was to study music but his father's 
illness caused him to move to Minneapolis in 1887 to manage a branch of the 
family lumber business. By 1915 Carpenter was president of his own company, 
the Shevlin, Carpenter and Clarke Company, with timber and lumber mill holdings 
in several states and Canada. He held the position of president until his 
retirement in 1932, but remained as chairman of the board until 1937. Active 
even after retirement, Carpenter's activities in the field of social welfare 
and associations with commercial and banking concerns continued until his death.

Carpenter inspite of his business responsibilities still maintained an 
interest in music. In the late 1890s Carpenter met a young organist by the 
name of Emil Oberhoffer. Impressed by the man's power and personality as a 
musical director, Carpenter set out and raised enough capital to organize a 
group of sixty-five musicians into what was to become the Minneapolis Symphony 
Orchestra under the direction of Oberhoffer. Carpenter became chairman of 
thWboard and in 1905 he became a lifelong chairman of the orchestra's 
management committee. Without a man of Carpenter's stature, business acumen 
and determination the orchestra would not have weathered the financial difficulties 
that besets a new organization. Year after year he solicited pledges for the 
guarantee fund and repeatedly contributed his own funds if deficits appeared. 
Carpenter was present at every orchestra board meeting for forty years and 
because of his dedication he received an honorary misic degree from the University 
of Minnesota. Carpenter's dedicated management of the orchestra insured its 
success after his death in 1945.
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