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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Maish House is a now-rare example of a once-typical dwelling — that of the 
"prosperous businessman" who made a comfortable life for himself in the commercial 
opportunities of the mid- and late 19th century. The house exhibits many aspects 
of high-quality Victorian craftsmanship in decorative features (including a beautiful 
little burglar alarm/servants' call box which is still operative). It is also 
an interesting combination of a basic Italianate style with which a variety of 
Eastlake details, particularly on the interior, has been blended.

The house was built in 1882 by George H. Maish (1835-88), perhaps as a material 
expression of the successful life which was his in Des Moines. Maish, a native of 
Pennsylvania, exemplified the Gilded Age ideal of the self-made man. His adaptable 
nature and business acumen led him from a coal company and bank in Pennsylvania to 
a fresh start in Des Moines in 1869. His Des Moines career commenced with a partnership 
with his brother-in-law, Charles A. Weaver, in a drug firm. In 1875 he was a co- 
founder of the Iowa National Bank, beginning a career in finance which would last 
until his death. Among his activities were the presidency (1887) of the State Insur­ 
ance Company and vice-president (1888) of the Iowa National Bank. Beyond the world 
of finance, Maish in has last years was the treasurer of the Iowa State Agricultural 
Society and a member of its executive committee.

Maish married Charlotte Weaver, also of Pennsylvania, in 1857 and together they reared 
seven children. Maish r s life reads like the typical American success story, and the 
beauty of his last home is testimony to his business abilities as well as his aesthetic 
sensibilities.
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The Maish House is a two-story frame structure in Italianate style. Its basic 
shaps is rectangular (50' x 75'), though obscured by various irregularities due 
to a free-style interior floor plan. The complex hip roof, with recently replaced 
metal cresting on the ridge, features a number of gables which are completely filled 
in with glass. Wide eaves are supported with brackets, and there are three corbelled 
chimneys, which have been rebuilt to their original design.

Due to the plan of the house, window locations are somewhat irregular. All windows 
are plate glass in double hung sashes. The double-door front entrance features 
etched-glass and gold leaf trim.

A flat-roofed porch extends around three sides of the house. It is supported by slen­ 
der, square wood columns which are capped with elaborate brackets. Metal balustrading 
on the roof, the porch steps and balustrading have long been removed.

The interior displays a remarkable collection of decorative features, chosen by 
George Maish, "with serious consideration to detail" from pattern books so popular 
during the Victorian era. Flooring is oak or maple, woodwork mostly yellow pine. 
Main halls on both floors feature bracketted, plaster arches. All the original 
hardware, including Eastlake brass work, and lighting fixtures remain, the latter 
still piped for gas as well as wired for electricity. Millwork throughout the 
house is of very high quality and strongly Eastlake in style, exhibited particularly 
in the oak staircase, doors and door frames, and a number of built-in cabinets 
with leaded glass wondows. There are five slate fireplaces, four marbellized and 
one grained. Victorian-era stenciling has been recently added in some areas.

Lack of maintenance over the years has caused much deterioration to the house, but 
all problems seem remediable. The house was converted to apartments in 1939, but 
with little permanent damage to the interior woodwork. The present owners are 
working actively to restore much'of its 19th-century splendor, and hope to set an 
example for other house owners in this area, which is one of the city's oldest 
and retains much of its late-Victorian character.
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