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Paradise Farm consists of 3 structures: two houses and a carriage barn. The farm
is located on some 800 acres in a river valley, away from the river and beneath wooded
hills. The surrounding area is agricultural.

All three structures are made of coarsely-dressed limestone covered with stucco; 
they were built in the mid-1840 r s as part of a much larger complex of 12 buildings, 
all of which were square or rectangular with flat roofs.

The main house was built in 1846. It is set into a hill and is 3 stories high, with 
a small square cupola (lacking the original roof) and wooden cornice. The house is 
square, made of lime stone on the first floor level and of rammed earth (clay and 
lime chips) above. The walls taper in thickness from about 2 T at the bottom to 
6 or 8 inches at the top. A two-level wood veranda, now gone, went around three sides 
of the house. Windows are rectangular, 2/2 or 6/6 lights in double hung sashes. There 
are shutters on the front and rear windows. A brick chimney is attached to the wall 
at the northwest corner, a newer chimney appears beside the cupola. The facade and 
plan of this house are symmetrical. The interior has 4-6 rooms on each floor, with 
a narrow central staircase. Floors and woodwork are pine.

The carriage barn is a long, 2-story rectangle. On the ground level on one side are 
low, wide openings with segmental arches in which carriages and wagons were once 
stored. Openings on the second, or loft, level are rectangular with segmental 
arches and heavy stone sills. A narrow line of brick goes round the structure at 
roof level, with the circular ends of tie rods just below.

The "Dormitory" is a three-story structure of limestone, nearly square in shape, with 
a brick cornice. Window treatment is rectangular, with heavy stone lintels and sills. 
It is set into a slight hill, so that on one side ground level is the "second floor". 
There are two entrances on the front and rear, and a chimney at each end of the buil 
ding. Originally, this structure had a variety of uses: buttery on the first floor, 
schoolroom on the second, and a bunkhouse for farmhands on the third. It is now 
a private residence.

All three structures are in deteriorating condition, although structurally sound. 
The l^min house is in the process of being converted into a museum, to house a vast 
collection of books, papers, furniture and glassware, most of which was owned by 
Elbridge Gerry Potter and his family. Potter's library (some 400 volumes) has 
been catalogued, but hundreds of letters and documents from his life have not yet 
been organized nor studied.
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The three buildings at Paradise Farm are the remains of an estatepuilt by Elbridge 
Gerry Potter (1791-1875), an early settler whose remarkable career encompassed 
agriculture, river trans port and the milling industry of northeast Iowa and 
the Mississippi Valley. The buildings are undistinguished now (and even when new 
must have looked very odds with their flat roofs and uncompromising austerity), 
but the main house, filled with the furniture, books and documents from Potter's 
career, is a potential treasure-house of history, not only of Potter, but of the 
development of northeast Iowa, agriculturally and commercially.

Potter came to the Big Mill Creek via Illinois from Massachusetts in 1842. A most 
atypical pioneer, Potter arrived in Iowa with money ches,ts, 500 head of cattle and 
40 teams of mules. He purchased 1400 acres for Paradije-sJ Farm, and for the rest of 
his life was actively involved in a variety of incredibly profitable enterprises. 
In Bellvue he built a mill, which still stands, which supplied wheat to Indians "Via, T«r 
government contracts. He/owned a sawmill, and established steamboat lines on the Missi 
ssippi at Bellvue, on the Yazoo River in Louisiana and the Red River in Texas. He also 
contracted to fuel and supply other steamboat lines. He arranged to acquire over 
the years a large library, which included works on a variety of subjects from medicine 
to poetry, religion to women's suffrage. Potter lent these volumes to many people, 
and to keep track of them designed a system of numbers and color codes for both books 
and shelves.

Much research remains to be done before the full impace of Elbridge Gerry Potter 
on his times and surroundings will be known. Such study will invariably contribute 
substantially to the history of northeast Iowa.
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Boundary alteration and justification for new boundary:

The acreage included in this nomination (approximately 200 acres) is important 
in that it provides aspects of the setting which originally drew Potter to 
build here. To the north are relatively steep, heavily wooded hills which 
tower over, and shelter, the farm complex. To the south is Mill Creek, seen 
from the farmhouse over a flat, rich, stretch of river bottom whose agricultural 
yields contributed substantially to Potter's fortunes. The east and west boundaries 
have been chosen more arbitrarily, but include enough land to preserve the 
visual experience along the road below the hills.

Boundary Description:

North line: from the west line of section 10, east along the 900-foot contour 
line to the line's intersection with the ridge road, east along the road to the 
center line of section 10

East line: center line of section 10 south from ridge road to Mill Creek

South line: center of Mill Creek west to the western line of section 10

West line: the west section line from Mill Creek north to the 900-foot contour line,
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