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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Pilot Grove is situated between the North English River and 0ld Man's Creek in
TIowa County. Its elevation is approximately 890 feet, above treeless prairie
which has long been under cultivation. This heavily wooded knoll features
hickory, oak and walnut trees, with patches of virgin prairie covered with
bluestem, gramma, switch and Indian gresses, as well as a variety of native
prairie wildflowers. The adjacent cemetery is about four acres, well-kept,
with many kings of headstones from the mid-19th century to the present.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This wooded knoll, rising from the long stretches of prairie which surround it,
was known from the early 1840's as a landmark for pioneers going west across Iowa.
During the early years of settlement (1840's-1860's) there was no timber in the

area except this grove, which could be seen for many miles.

For those who settled

in the region, Pilot Grove was also a guidepost, giving a sense of direction and

distance to and from the county seat at Marengo.

The township in which the grove

is located was the last to be organized in Iowa County, and its name (Pilot) was
taken from the grove, pointing up the importance of the landmark to area settlers.

A further indication of the Grove's place in the inhabitants' esteem was the location

of the first cemetery in Pilot Township there in 1867.

Pilot Grove Union Grave-

yard was organized and laid out that year, with a donation of four acres at the

edge of the Grove.

Many of the earliest graves were moved from their original sites

on scattered farmsteads for reburial in this non-denominational pioneer cemetery.
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