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.The Clark House is an L-shaped structure made of multicolored glacial boulders

found in the immediate area. It was built in two sections, the first begun in 1869, the
second completed in 18&¢8. Both sections are rectangular, with gable roofs and a

central chimnéy on each. The wall stones were originally held in place by mortar;

since then cement has been laid on in some places. Walls are 2 feet thick throughout.

The earlier portion is two stories high, set into a slight incline. Windows are
for the most part 6/6 lights in double hung sash, and an entrance is at the south-
east end. There are two small square windows on the southwest face (first floor),
their shape dictated by the rise of ground outside.

The later portion is one story high, but its location on ground higher than that of
the early section causes it to seem higher. Windows here are 2/2 lights in double
hung sash, with a small square opening on each end at attic level. There are
entrances on the northeast, southeast, and southwest facades.

The interior of the house originally had plaster walls and ceilings, and 6" hard-
wood floors. A staircase at the far end of the earlier section led to bedrooms
on the second floor. Room arrangement has varied over time.

There is a small, gable-roof frame porch-off the cornerx formed by the southwest -
and northwest walls. It has small windows with 6/6 lights, and the roof ridge
extends to the bottom of a gable-end opening in the wall of the house itself.

This porch is not contemporary with the house, but no date is available for it.

The house has been uninhabited since 1967. Neglect and vandals have contributed
to the general deterioration of the house. Except for a very few trees near the
house, the surrounding area is wholly open. The house sits on a small grassy
area in the midst of corn and soybean fields. There are two small modern agri-
cultural structures nearby; older, frame barns and outbuildings have been razed.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Gerome Clark house is a fairly unexceptionable example of Iowa pioneer architecture,
whose significance lies chiefly in the creative adaptation of unusual building materials

(glacial rock) in its construction.

The house was built by Gerome Clark, a native of New York who came with his family
to the area about 1867. The use of uncut rock in building was probably known to him
from experiences in his former home; as he cleared land for planting, he and his sons
collected the many small boulders which dotted the area. Construction went slowly,
and the entire house was not completed until 1888. ‘ ‘

The house remained in the Clark family until 1905, when Frank Clark sold it to Jacob
L. Williams, grandfather of the present owner.
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The use of glacial till as construction ra
substantially to the significance of the p

erial in this houss ccatributes

perty. Tne propsriy is located

at the extreme western cdge of the Des Moinss Lobe, the only ia-iform region
in the state exhibiting surface characteristics of glacial occunation.

Iowa experienced four glacial occupations, Nebraskan, Kansan, I1iinoian (though
only in the southeast portion of the state) and Wisconsinan. Evidence of the
first three has been modified by later actions of wind and water. Thus, only
in the Des Moines Lobe (an extension of the Wisconsinan glacier into central
Towa) are the residual characteristics of glacial activity, such as knob and
kettle topography and the indiscriminate scattering of glacial erratics, found.

Given, then, the ready availability of glacial till for construction, it is
interesting to note that its use has been extremely rare. Although no compre-
hensive survey has been conducted along these lines, the general impeession given
by persons familiar with the area is that structures such as the Clark House

are quite unusual. Several factors may have contributed th this, including

the relative difficulty (particular for early settlers) in working with this
material, and the preference of these people for more familiar construction
materials. Generally speaking, early dwellings were probably of sod con-
struction, and of timber in the few areas where it was readily accessible. Lime-
stone, another natural construction material used widely in the state, was rarely,
if at all available in the region, due to its geologic history. Finally, the
railazcad, which came into the Dickinson County area in the 1880's, brought alterna-
tive construction materials, brick or precut lumber fér frame dwellings.

Jerome Clark's preference for glacial boulders, then, may be considered very
unusual in this area, and his house an interesting and uncommon illustration
of a pioneer building technique.




