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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This two-story brick residence in the vernacular Federal style is 8 bays wide, 
dimensions approximately 45' x 65*. The 6 over 6 double-hung sash windown 
are surmounted by stone lintels and retain their original shutters. Origin­ 
ally built as a duplex, the building has a double entrance to which a white 
frame porch was added in later years.

The original structure had a common kitchen and dining room, with sitting- 
and bedrooms on first and second floors. Summer kitchens have been removed, 
and the interior has been remodeled into four apartments, with few changes 
in the size of the original rooms.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Schmidt House was built in 1867 by two immigrant brothers from Bavaria, Wolf­ 
gang and John Blasius Schmidt. They purchased the property in 1865 from the 
son of Timothy Davis, an early town promoter in Elkader. The Schmidts built 
a brewry next to their home (since torn down), which was in operation until 
prohibition came to Iowa in 1884. The property remains in the Schmidt family, 
the present owner, Elizabeth Bandpw, being a great-great-granddaughter of 
John B. Schmidt.

Although remodeled inside, this building retains the simple, clean lines of 
its original exterior design, and is a pleasant reminder of the early history 
of Elkader.
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Addenda to #7;

The low-peaked gable roof slopes into a "shed-type" roof at the back of the structure. 
Windows in the rear facade were originally segmentally-arched; the shape is retained, 
but they have been lengthened to serve as entrances for the rear apartments,

»•
Changes made when the duplex was converted to apartments in the late 19th or early 
20th century; a flat^roofed, screened-in porch of frame construction at the front 
Cwhich ? from the foundation, seems to have replaced an earlier, possibly original 
porch); a wooden stairway to the second floor, ending in a small roofed porch, on 
the right side (access to the end apartment); and wood steps, and platforms to reach 
the doors on the second floor rear. Frame summer kitchens behind the house have 
long since been removed. A squat, hip-roofed garage to the left of the building 
is of recent cons true tioi/and not a part of the nomination) Original chimneys havei^ '"=» 
been removed and replaced with a slender metal pipe on the right side of the building.

Addenda to #8:

The use of the term "Federal" to describe the style of the Schmidt house is only 
tentative, for it is a very vernacular rendering of the style, Elements of the 
Federal found here are the rectilinear, box-like shape in red brick, symmetrical 
facade, and the straight lintels over the 6/6 light windows. It is eminently 
straightforward and functional, in keeping with the practical and direct character 
of the prosperous and busnlDesslike Schmidt brothers.


