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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

St. Thomas Catholic Church in Coeur d'Alene is an imposing rendering of the
Romanesque style in salmon colored pressed brick from Sandpoint. Covering
7,800 square feet and boasting 168' and 74' towers, the taller culminating with
a spire, the building dominates the landscape around it.

Three round arches of Tenino (Washington) sandstone supported by pillars form
the entry porch. Six rectangular stained and leaded glass windows below a
sandstone round arch enhance the gabled central facade, which terminates with
a finial supported cross. Corner finials surmount both towers. The spire is
surfaced in painted galvanized iron, imitating masonry arches and details.

The interior with its pillars and romanesque character is in keeping wjth the
exterior, although it was renovated in 1974-1975. Thew <o s Phe 22 ",
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

St. Thomas Catholic Church in Coeur d'Alene is architecturally significant as

an example of the Romanesque style rendered in brick. Various Idaho buildings
employ this ponderous style but in almost all instances the primary building
material is stone, which greatly aids in conveying the mass. With St. Thomas

the Spokane architects Rooney and Stritesky created a Romanesque design ex-
pressly suitable for brick. The building relies upon its scale and proportions
to convey the Romanesque mass. As such the church is an impressive Coeur d'Alene
landmark, which is visible from far out on the lake. The quiet tree-lined
streets surrounding the church also greatly enhance its imposing effect.

The structure was constructed for $50,000.00 by E. M. Kreig, Coeur d'Alene's
pioneer builder. Of the many buildings erected by him St. Thomas stands out as
his greatest endeavor.

The leaded glass windows came from G. C. Riordan and Co. of Cincinnati, Ohio,
and are of high quality.
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